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“| had a guitar with me and they asked 
me to sing a spiritual song. | wasn't really 
raised with religion, so the only thing | 
could think of was a’ Christmas song. “ 
—Tamara Nile, musician without borders 
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many city blocks. And they're just opportunity 
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It's a real clusterfu- 
well, you get the idea 


ANDREW CISAKOWSKI / cisa@vueweekly.com 
ome 40 countries attended a conference held in Oslo last month with 
the intent of securing an international ban on cluster bombs. The move 
to meet in Oslo was spearheaded by the Norwegian government after 
the UN came to a stalemate on the issue. A similar initiative by Canada in 
1997 led to the Ottawa Convention banning anti-personnel landmines, which 
has now been signed by 154 countries. 

It is estimated that 98 per cent of cluster bomb victims are civilians, a third 
of which are children. The small, orange coloured munitions are packed into 
more traditional shells, which are then dropped from a plane, scattering on 
impact and often failing to detonate. Activists claim they lay unexploded until 
disturbed, effectively making them as lethal as landmines. 

This arousal of concern regarding cluster bombs was engendered by Israel's 
suspect use of the munitions in Lebanon, where there is estimated to be up to 
a million unexploded cluster bombs. The US is investigating if the use of these 
cluster bombs violated the terms under which they were sold to Israel but 
have no plans to restrict their sale. Up to 300 people still die annually in Viet- 
nam as a result of US dropped cluster bombs. They were also used heavily in 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Kosovo. 

The UN attempt at a ban failed to pick up any momentum and is now effec- 
tively lost in bureaucratic hell. Countries with large stockpiles of cluster 
bombs—the US, Russia and China—refused to budge on the issue, Claiming 
cluster bombs occupy a “legitimate,” role in warfare: 

It is tough to understand certain countries’ flat refusal to eliminate or even 
reduce their stockpiles of cluster bombs. Perhaps they see it as a wasted 
investment, or perhaps they believe they can successfully clear the areas in 
which cluster bombs have been dispersed. Most likely they see it as an effec- 
tive physiological weapon. 

It is nearly impossible to marry ostensible claims of nation building with 
marking large areas of land off-limits to civilians, often along vital trade routes. 
Hopefully, as Canada did in 1997, Norway can force legislation through the back 
door and bring an end to another weapon that unjustifiably targets civilians. v 


Issue No 593 / March 1 - March 7, 2007 / Available at over 1,400 locations 


WUEWEEKLY 


10303 - 108 Street, Edmonton, AB T5J 1L7 
T; 780.426.1996 / F: 780.426.2889 / E: office@vueweekly.com / W: Www.vueweekly.com 


EDITOR AND PUBLISHER RON GARTH / ron@vueweekly.com 
MANAGING EDITOR CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
NEWS EDITOR ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
Music EDITOR + EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com through the support of 
ASSOCIATE MUSIC EDITOR BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com our advertisers. Vue 
DISH EDITOR CHRISTOPHER THRALL / christopher@vueweekly.com ee  eeuionet 
SNOW ZONE EDITOR JEREMY DERKSEN / jeremy@vueweekly.com is published every 
PRODUCTION MANAGER LYLE BELL / tyle@vueweekly.com aac 
r iT MICHAEL SIEK / mike @vueweekly.com Vue Weekly is available 
SEAN RIVALIN /sean’@vueweey.com Oi Greet EARS 
GLENYS SWITZER / glenys @vueweekly.com 


Vue Weekly is available 
free of charge at well 
over 1,400 locations 
throughout Edmonton. 
We are funded solely 


PROD 


and Northern Alberta, 

limited to one copy per 
reader. Vue Weekly 
may be distributed only 
by Vue Weekly's 
authorized independent 
contractors and 
employees. No person 
may, without prior writ- 
ten permission of Vue 
Weekly, take more than 
one copy of each Vue 
Weekly issue. 


426.1996 / advertising @vueweekly.com 

426.1996 / dlassifieds @vueweekly.com 

OPS MEDIA / 416.413.9291 

ROB UGHTFOOT / rob@vueweakly.com 

ON MIKE GARTH / michael@vuewealdy.com 
JASMINE POLITESKI / jasmine @vueweekly.com 


SEAN RIVALIN / sean@rvueweekdy.com Canada Post Publica- 

Picardo Acuna, Bobbi Barbarich, David Bey, tions Mail saree 
yids lotto Bey Se Coie Soc Cie pee Ny eS 
Brian Gibson, Megan Hall, Scott Harris, Whitey Houston, Connie Howard, Hart Golbeck, Shey If undeliverable, return to 
Dawe Koen lex Kone, James ll, Pad Matwychut Omar Mouallem, Andree Nemersn, — ug Weekly 
Mary Onrista O'Keele, Christopher Phillips, TB Player, Sheana Rossiter, Steven Sandor, Christia Edm, AB T5J 117 

Schult, Joel Semehak, Dave Young, Darren Zenko 

THE EDMONTON SUN 

Marty Anderson, Alan Ching 

Bob Riley, Welly Yanish, Clark Distribution 


Audit Bureau of Ciroulations 
Member 


= LETTERS 


COLUMN BRINGS BACK MEMORIES OF 
OLD FRIENDS (AND BITCHIN' PARTIES) 


May | please thank you for your kind 
words about an old friend (“Charles 
Gilles passes away,” Totally Gay, Feb 
15 - Feb 21). Charles/Lulu and | (along 
with Darrin Hagen) shared a house 
close to the Lemarchand years ago. 
Our most memorable event there was 
an after-the-club party with the staff 
and clients of the old Flashback that 
coincided with an Oilers playoff win, 
complete with kegs in the bathtub 
and hundreds of people, peeing off of 
the roof top and falling though bay 
windows. 

After almost 20 years working and 
living away from my home town of 
Edmonton, | look forward to your column 
about being gay in the “Big Onion” 
[wow, that’s a new/old one —Ed). \'ve 
only been back a few month and it’s not 
easy meeting people, old friends and 
new. I’m sure your correspondence on 
what's going on will be a big help. 
Thank you. 


MARK ARNOLD NEIMAN (axa MAUDE KAY) 
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.~- EVEN IF THEY'RE ALL YOU KNOW, EVIL 


“Jesus Camp” Christians have as much 
right to vote as you pro-sodomite, pro- 
abortion anti-Christian bigots like you 
{sic] (“JC is in the house,” Feb 8 - Feb 14). 
Say this prayer: Dear Jesus, | am a 
sinner and am headed to eternal hell 
because of my sins. | believe you died 
on the cross to take away my sins and 
to take me to heaven. Jesus, | ask you 
now to come into my heart and take 
away my sins and give me eternal life. 


REV DONALD SPITZ 


LANDLORDS, THOUGH, ARE NOT 


While | understand how disappointed 
the Studio's owners and patrons must 
feel about its closure (“Despite police 
approval, landlord pulls the plug on the 
Studio,” Feb 22 - Feb 28), it is naive and 
childish to fault the Studio's landlord for 
“pulling the plug.” 

As your story reports, illegal activities 
including unlicensed drinking and ram- 
pant drug use were condoned by the 
Studio's management. The kind of legal 
trouble and litigation this exposes the 
building's owner to is not worth it for 
any landlord in their right mind. 

It's too bad Vue “could not reach” the 
Studio's landlord, although he’s likely 


tired of being vilified for protecting his 
own interests. 


ED SELZNIK 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail (Vue Weekly, 
10303 - 108 Street, Edmonton AB T5J 
1L7), by fax (780.426.2889) or by e-mail 
(letters@vueweekly.com). Preference is 
given to feedback about articles pub- 
lished in Vue Weekly. We reserve the 
right to edit for length and clarity. 


Spot the typo! 


We're not especially good 
spellers, as some of you are 
fond of pointing out, so we can 
pretty much guarantee that 
there's a typo, grammatical error 
or some other boo-boo in this" 
issue. The first several people 
(rather arbitrarily chosen) to 
send an e-mail to carolyn@vue- 
weekly.com detailing such a find 
win their pick from the pile of 
astoundingly horrible 
CDs in our offices. 
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Council approves fund to clean up Alberta Avenue 


BUSINESSES AND RESIDENTS WELCOME NEW INITIATIVE, BUT WANT ‘TO GET RID OF THE RIFFRAFF FIRST 


CHRISTOPHER PHILLIPS / chrisp@vueweekly.com 
he area around 118 Avenue in 
north-central Edmonton has 
seen its share of hard times 
and disappointments. 

Signs announce that the communi- 
ties it runs through Do Not Tolerate 
Prostitution every few blocks. Derelict 
houses, violence and a reputation for 
attracting drug dealers are among the 
more recent problems the neighbour- 
hoods from NAIT to Northlands have 
had to deal with, compounded by a 
lack of competent help from the city. 

A new fund is being set up, though, 
that will be putting city money in local 
hands to build the community they 
want to see. 

“This is about giving back the 
opportunity to people that live in the 
community to put in place some of 
the things that they think will make a 
difference,” said Councillor Janice 
Melnychuck, city council’s representa- 
tive for neighbourhood revitalization 
projects. She’s helped push for the 
establishment of a community invest- 
ment fund that will start giving out 
grants in the next few months. 

The city has just approved $150 000 
towards the fund this year to meet 
community groups and businesses 
halfway on projects they would like to 
start in their neighbourhood. Commu- 
nity groups will be able to have volun- 
teer labour as well as donated goods 
and monetary investment valued 
under the plan. 

The idea is to empower locals to be 
able to follow through on projects that 
they would otherwise be unable to 
afford. Possibilities that have been 
discussed have ranged from tree- 
planting to building new storefront 
facades to support for local artists’ 
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studios and public art projects, but 
city officials have stressed that letting 
community members come up with 
proposals themselves is a central part 
of the plan. 


ACCORDING TO MELNYCHUK; thie con- 


cept came from a similar project start- 
ed in Seattle in 1989. Jim Diers, who 
spearheaded the establishment of that 
fund, recently came to Edmonton to 
speak about the impact it’s had in 
Seatile. 

Diers, who's helped set the tone of 
development in his city, is genuinely 
impressed by council's commitment 
to the pilot project, which they are 
hoping to widen to other areas in 
coming years. In fact, he says, the 
amount already approved will make it 
one of the largest programs of its kind 
in the world. 

Seattle’s own $150 000 (US) pilot 
project was so successful that the 
money set aside for their community 
investment fund has increased to $4.5 
million annually today. Diers said one 
of the initiative’s strengths in Seattle 
has been its usefulness for all differ- 
ent types of neighbourhoods. He 
stresses that need was made one of 
the basic criteria for funding, and that 
any economic advantages richer 
neighbourhoods might have in raising 
funds balance out because every 
community can mobilize its own vol- 
unteer labour. 

“Communities tend to be more 
innovative than the bureaucracy,” he 
said, “because they think more holisti- 
cally.” The city agreed once it saw the 
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strength and creativity of the projects 
locals were able to come up with for 
themselves. 

Diva Carreiro, who runs Portuguese 
grocery store Charcutaria Micaelanse 
on 118 Avenue, says she could defi- 
nitely see benefits from matched 
funds for her business. 

“What ideas do I have?” she asked. 
“Make it look a little bit more Euro- 
pean, for example. Because we have 
Little Italy going on and we have Por- 
tuguese going on here, too.” 

She believes it is crucial that the 
city clean up the area first, though. 
“They had ideas with the benches, 
okay,” Carreiro explained. “Great 
idea! Looks really nice. I add ‘em 
over here? Another problem: you 
come in the mornings, you see a 
junkie sitting on it. 

"They have to get rid of the riffraff 
first before you start putting money 
into something, or else ... it’s not 
going to work out,” she insisted. 
“What can we do to help these girls 
that are sitting out here all night 
long?” 

“It was bad when I opened this 
store three years ago, and now it’s 
even worse,” agreed Balkan Style 
storeowner Vladimir Bjelic. He doesn’t 
think the grants will have much of an 
impact if the city doesn’t help address 
Alberta Avenue’s larger problems. 

“Lots of promises, [but they've] 
done nothing,” he continued. “Hook- 
ers, homeless bums, bad looking 
buildings ... so you can do nothing. 
Where are the inspections, where are 
the [landlords] to fix up the place 
outside?” 


THE CITY SEEMS TO recognize the 


scope of the challenges, too. Though 


377 551.202 


0% finaneing Is a limited offer, and may be subject to credit approval. Some restriction 


NEWS 


it hasn't been approved in the budget 
yet, $35 million has just been ear- 
marked by council to put more street- 
lights on the avenue, repair roads and 
sidewalks, attract new investment 
and fund crime-prevention programs 
Mayor Stephen Mandel recently 
stressed the city's continued support 
for the broader initiative, set to begin 
in 2008, despite large increases in the 
amount of funding that will be needed 
to offset rising construction costs 

Peter Rausch, head of the Alberta 
Avenue Business Association, hopes 
the community investment fund will 
be able to help small-scale projects as 
well as events like the Arts Alive! fes- 
tival put on by Arts on the Avenue last 
October. According to Rausch, at the 
time they were scrambling to find the 
$30 000 worth of funding needed. 
With this fund, they should have much 
easier access to city support. 

Money from this fund is likely to hit 
its target much closer than the over 
$1.5 million spent a few years ago to 
improve the area by re-branding 118 
the “Avenue of Champions." All of the 
projects will be community-driven, 
meaning that if there are any more 
giant baseball bats, it will be because 
locals decide they'd like to attract big 
hitters. 

Seattle's community investment 
fund faced a number of challenges in 
its first few years, among them a 
bureaucracy not set up to work with 
this model of funding. 

“There were all kinds of problems,” 
Diers admitted. “Liability issues, 
issues of ongoing maintenance 
how do we give the capacity to these 
organizations to handle these funds, 
because the organizations we were 
working with were just about all vol- 


unteer organizations . 
work those all out.” 

But he estimates that tens of thou- 
sands of people have become active 
in their communities in Seattle that 
otherwise wouldn't have. “People see 
a beginning and an end, they see 
results, and everybody can contribute 
whether they're a young person or a 
senior or an architect or a construc- 
tion worker,” Rausch enthused 
“There’s a role for everybody.” 


RAUSCH HOPES THAT aiberta Avenue 


residents will see it the same way 

“People don’t really get that involved 
with community leagues,” he noted 

“But a group of artists might look at 
[this] and say, if we had a decent PA 
system, we could could put on a blue- 
grass night in one of the community 
halls once a month.” 

It strikes a chord with Abdullah 
Mohammed, the Somalian-born 
owner of African Beauty Salon. “Get- 
ting help from the government would 
really benefit us in [a lot of] different 
ways,” he said. He'd like to be able to 
get a new sign for the front of his 
store or renovate inside, but adds that 
the impact of that funding would ben- 
efit more than just his business. 

Mohammed thinks the whole 
neighbourhood would benefit from 
his store being able to bring more of 
Somalian culture to the area. “The 
environment, the people, the commu- 
nity ... as a foreigner-Canadian, we 
bring a lot of things to Canadians that 
they're not used to,” he added. “It 
really helps to have that support 
Every newcomer to this country will 
bring new ideas, new clothes ... it 
would be a really big benefit, so that’s 
beautiful.” v 
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Oh, please sign me up! 


RICARDO ACUNA / ualberta.ca/parkland 

| may not be the world's greatest hockey 
fan, but | know a good idea when | hear 
one. And | can say without reservation that 
a new hockey arena located in the down- 
town core is exactly what Edmonton 
needs—especially if such an arena can be 
subsidized by municipal and provincial gov- 
emment dollars, as it most likely would be. 

The costs of a new arena would likely 
end up being split three ways, with pri- 
vate investors, the city and the province 
each picking up one third. It is estimated 
that a new building downtown would 
cost in the neighbourhood of half a billion 
dollars, which would put the city and the 
province on the hook for about $166 mil- 
lion each. 

The benefits of this type of investment 
would be huge, as evidenced by how 
quickly and excitedly Mayor Mandel 
jumped to endorse the idea. 

Imagine, for example, what that kind 
of investment will do to the slumping 
property and real estate prices in the 
city's core. Long-suffering condo owners 
and property managers in the area will 
finally be able to see some long-overdue 
growth in the value of their investments. 

There is the added benefit that the cur- 
rently depressed economy combined with 
easily available cheap labour and an 
oversupply of steel and other building 
materials on the world market can almost 
guarantee that a project of these propor- 
tions will come in under budget and 
ahead of schedule—just look at how the 
south LRT extension and the new art 
gallery are moving ahead on time and 
under budget. 


THE TIMING IS PERFECT ali around. 
Edmonton's infrastructure budget is cur- 
rently so flush that the city’s road crews, 
pot-hole patrol and snow clearing crews 
are just sitting around waiting for work. A 
major infrastructure investment down- 
town is exactly what the city needs to put 
these under-worked and over-staffed 
departments to work. 

And just think of the social benefits 
that a new arena would bring—especial- 
ly to the city's more than 2 000 homeless 
people. Imagine all the dimes and quar- 
ters they could beg for from all those peo- 
ple making their way to their $150 seats, 
secure in the knowledge that their tax 


dollars are going to support the ones that 
really need it—the Edmonton Oilers own- 
ership group. 

Sure, police and security will make 
sure that the homeless don't come within 
100 feet of the building's doors, and the 
rink certainly won't give them relief from 
the Edmonton winter nights, but even 
they can appreciate how important this 
building would be to the three to five per 
cent of Edmontonians who actually 
attend Oilers games on a regular basis. 

Mayor Mandel has spoken often and 
strongly about his belief in supporting 
arts and culture in the city and |, for one, 
cannot think of anything more artistic or 
cultural than watching a group of sweaty 
men on skates crash each other into 
boards and occasionally pick fights with 
each other. This is what our city and 
province are about, and if it takes $332 
million of our money to keep it profitable, 
then so be it. 

Of course, the naysayers are always 
quick to speak out when these issues 
come up, and this occasion has been no 
different. Take those, for example, who 
point to teams in Eastern Canada who 
have built new arenas in recent years 
without using a single penny of taxpayer 
money. Or those people who claim that 
only those who attend games should 
cover the costs through ticket sales. 

This is all well and good in Ontario, 
where private businesses actually have 
the money to invest and spend, but what 
these folks fail to understand is that 
Alberta is different—this is not a 
province of ideological free market con- 
servatives. Here in Alberta we believe 
strongly that government has an active 
fole to play in the economy and the busi- 
ness world—and when private for-profit 
businesses come looking for taxpayer dol- 
lars, we are happy to hand them out. 

After all, what else could we possibly 
have to spend our money on? What better 
uses could we have for large tracts of 
land in downtown Edmonton? It’s all 
good, Let's make sure that city hall makes 
this project a priority, and let's make sure 
it happens quickly. w 


Ricardo Acuna is Executive Director of 
the Parkland Institute, a non-partisan 
public policy research institute housed at 
the University of Alberta. 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweokly.com 


| Suzuki packs house with green message 


ith the environment topping 
_ Canadian agendas anda 
seemingly inevitable federal 
election looming, Canada’s elder 
environmental statesman, David 
Suzuki, made a Feb 24 stop in 
Edmonton as part of his cross-Canada 
“If YOU were Prime Minister ... ” tour, 
speaking to a sold-out crowd of 800. 
Vue Weekly had the opportunity to 
chat with Suzuki after his talk; here is 
some of what he had to say. 


Vue Weekly: Can you tell me a bit about 
the idea behind the tour and what 
you're trying to accomplish? 

David Suzuki: The reason [for the tour] is I 
kept seeing that the grassroots were 
interested in issues like the high level 
of asthma in their community, worried 
about the water quality, worried about 
the changes in their community and 
wondering if their kids can continue 
to live there and get jobs. 

Those are the kinds of grassroots 
issues, but when you see election cam- 
paigns, it’s all about a one per cent 
reduction in GST and “get taxes off the 
back of the taxpayer” and all this stuff. 
I just felt that there was such a discon- 
nect we had to go in and try to tap 
what I think the grassroots feel. 


VW: You're about two-thirds done the 
tour; what kind of reaction have you 
been getting? 

DS; It’s been amazing. We’ve been 
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People are hungry to be told the 
truth and not afraid of the truth. 
They're not afraid to be told, “Look, 
we're going to have to make some 
changes in our lives and it’s going to 
cost us money.” But they want every- 
one to be treated equally. My sense 
from the public is it really pisses them 
off when they see the heavy polluting 
industries being given a softer target. 


VW: What kind of things do you think 
governments should be doing to tack- 
le the biggest climate change issue in 
Canada, the oil sands? 

DS: Well, I think there has to be a 
sense that global warming is the issue 
of our time. It can’t any longer just be 
a political football. And at the federal 
level all of the parties are singing 
green, so this is an opportunity to 
really do the right things without pay- 
ing the cost. 

If the Conservatives were to say, 
“Look, everybody across the board is 
going to have to reduce—the fossil 
fuel industry has to do it as well,” and 
pass l¢gislation to make sure those 
targets and timelines are met, how 
can anyone vote against them, even 
in Alberta, when all the other parties 
are saying the same thing? So it’s a 
moment where it really transcends 
politics. 


be really astonished if they did. So my 
message is: keep every politician’s 
feet to the fire. Let them know that 
you really want targets with legisla- 
tion and that you want taxation to be 
used. And after the election, keep that 
pressure up. 


VW: Can you talk about the balance 
between individuals taking responsi- 
bility for reducing their own carbon 
footprint and the need for regulation? 
DS: You know, people tell me “I’m will- 
ing to do something but I don’t want 
to waste my time, and how can | do 
anything effectively when I’m a drop 


yes, it is true, we're all drops in the 
bucket, and if one person is doing all 
the right things and no one else does, 
it's insignificant. But you can fill any 
bucket you want with enough drops. 
So, either we as individuals are going 
to start being part of the solution or 
we're going to remain part of the 
problem. So it’s up to individuals 

But if everybody in Canada is doing 
that and we’re not demanding that 
industry do its share, of course we're 
still dealing with the 50 per cent of the 
emissions from industry. So, I think 
that we need equal participation of 
the industrial sector, and that means 
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= IN THE BOX 


The past week featured the Oscars in 
Hollywood-land and a pretty turbulent 
week in Oiler-land. For those crawling out 
of comas, Oiler GM Kevin Lowe directed 
Ryan Smyth to the cast of “The Departed” 
by sending the veteran player to Long 
Island. Mark Messier took Best Actor for 
singing, crying, making several red carpet 
appearances and convincing everyone 
that he really misses Edmonton. And the 
team returned from a seven-game road 
trip with only two game results (the pair 
of wins over Columbus and Detroit) eligi- 
ble for “Best Score.” 


SMYTTY’S CITY FEELS PRETTY SHITTY 


Ryan Smyth, the young kid from Banff _ 


with the good taste (even after Glenn 
Anderson ran over his foot) to eschew 
Calgary and support the Oilers, is no 
longer an Oiler. He is also officially the 
answer to the trivia question “Who is the 
longest-serving former Oiler without a 
Stanley Cup ring?” It's not all lost. Kevin 
Lowe will get another crack at signing 
Simytty in July. At that point, Don Meehan 
and the mulleted one will finally find out 
what the gritty winger is really worth on 
the open market. At that point, the Oilers 
may get a chance to match those offers. 
Hopefully, by then, Kevin Lowe's emails 
won't be marked “junk mail”. Should be 
an eventful summer. DY 


BACK AND 10 THE LEFT, BACK AND TO 
THE LEFT | couldn't help but re-live 
Smytty's trade over and over all last night. 
Of course, the initial reaction was disbe- 
lief mixed with pure vitriol. But then | 
tried to look at it from Lowe's perspective. 
Yeah, it appears that the deal was 
tushed, and maybe he could have gotten 
more in an auction. Then again, three 
first-round draft picks for a 31-year-old 
player who wants five years is not that 


LAKELAND COLLEGE 


bad a deal. But then | think about what 
Smytty meant to this team and this city, 
and I’m all disbelieving and vitriolic 
again. We better draft a whole goddam 
powerplay, or people aren't ever going to 
get over this. And I'm people. TB 


IT DOES TASTE LIKE BURNING Remember 
that episode of The Simpsons where 
Ralph (| choo-choo-choose you) Wiggum 
takes Lisa to the Krusty show and she 
shuns poor little Ralph on camera for all 
to see? Then later Bart slows down the 
videotape to “pinpoint the second when 
his heart rips in half?” Remember that? | 
think that very second hit most Oiler fans 
some time after the second or maybe the 
third Coyotes goal last Tuesday. Every- 
thing is not coming up Milhouse. Not this 
season anyway. DY 


THE MESSIER JINX Oiler players have 
now attended two Mark Messier jersey 
retirement games. The first game in New 
York (Jan 12, 2006) ended in a 5-4 over- 
time loss. Mike Peca (gone to T-0) scored 
two goals in that game. Jarret Stoll 
(injured) had two assists. Ethan Moreau 
(injured) also notched two helpers. Marc- 
Andre Bergeron (traded last week) had a 
goal. Ryan Smyth (freshly traded) had an 
assist. Ales Hemsky (goal and an assist) 
and Shawn Horcoff (one assist) were the 
only Oiler players on the scoresheet for 
Messier Night #1 that played last Tues- 
day in Messier Night #2. Oh yeah, Petr 
Sykora got one goal and one helper on 
Messier Night #1, but he was a Ranger 
that night. DY 


THE BRIGHT SIDE? With nothing to lose 
(no playoffs) a reality very soon, the Oilers 
can feel free to try some new wrinkles. 
They can see if Ales Hemsky and Raffi 
Torres can actually kill penalties. Dwayne 
Roloson can try to score on an opposing 
empty net with that goofball underhand 
batting move. And the Oilers finally have 
their own AHL team to develop young 
players—your Edmonton Oilers. DY 
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US soldiers and Iraqis are brothers in arms ... and Doonesbury 


DYER STRAIGHT 


gwynne@yueweek!y com 


As the people who talked the United 
States into the Iraq War try to talk their 
way out of the blame for the mess they 
made, one dominant theme has emerged: 
blame the Iraqis. Our intentions were 
good; we did our best to help, but the 
lragis are vicious, incompetent ingrates 
who would prefer to kill one another than 
seize the freedom we brought them. It's 
not our fault that it tumed out so badly. 
And it has turned out rather badly, has- 
n't it? President George W Bush will go 
no further than to say that he is “disap- 
pointed by the pace of success,” and his 
British sidekick, Prime Minister Tony Blair, 
still insists that “We will beat them (the 
Iraqi resistance) when we realize that it’s 
not our fault that they're doing this.” But 
practically everybody else in the US and 


Britain knows that the invasion of Iraq 
was a huge disaster. 

Somebody must be to blame, and it 
cannot be us, so it must be those brutal, 
stupid Iraqis. This comforting myth started 
on the right, among those who had been 
eager supporters of “a war of choice to 
instill some democracy in the heart of the 
Middle East,” as New York Times colum- 


nist Tom Friedman put it in his column four. 


years ago. So fast is the myth taking root 
in America, however, that it is has now 
even infected that icon of liberal irony, the 
Doonesbury comic strip. 

There was no surprise last November 
when arch neo-conservative Richard Perle, 
ex-chairman of the Pentagon's Defense 
Policy Board Advisory Committee, said 
that he had “underestimated the depravi- 
ty” in Irag. He has a lot of blame to shift, 
so he would say that, wouldn't he? 

It was no surprise, either, when right- 
wing columnist Charles Krauthammer, 
once an eager supporter of the war, elab- 


Capa - ~~ eee 


orated on the same theme less than a 
month ago: “Thousands of brave Ameri- 
can soldiers have died trying to counter, 
put down and prevent civil strife. But 
when Arabs kill Arabs and Shias kill 
Shias and Sunnis kill all in a spasm of 
violence that is blind and furious and 
has roots in hatreds born long before 
America was even a republic, to 
place the blame on (America) is sim- 
ply perverse, ... Iraq is their country. 
~We midwifed their freedom. They 
chose civil war.” 

Brazen, self-serving distortions of 
the truth by people who have a lot of 
explaining to do are not in the least 
surprising, because if the ghastly 
mess in Iraq wasn’t the fault of Iraqis, . 
then it would have to be the fault.of 
Americans. Perle and Krauthammer 
would figure quite prominently among 
the Americans in question. 


BUT WHAT IS ONE TO make of Gary 
Trudeau peddling the same line in his 
comic strip Doonesbury? The strip 
runs daily in 1 400 newspapers 
around the world and often serves as 
the vehicle for political or social com- 
mentary from a liberal perspective. It 
never supported the invasion of Iraq, but 
this Monday's strip was a classic exercise 
in stereotyping and blame-shifting. 

An American colonel, planning the 
day's operation in the streets of Baghdad, 
Notices that his lraq army opposite num- 
ber has not shown up yet, and sends a 
soldier to find him. Cut to the lragi army 
officer: still behind his desk, coffee-cup in 


hand, ashtray full of cigarettes. He says 
to the young American soldier: “It’s not in 
my book. Are you sure it's today?” US sol- 
der wearily replies “Yes, sir. You'll recall 
we fight every day.” 


Unravelling the message doesn't take 
a Marshall MacLuhan: American troops 
are carrying the burden of the war while 
lazy, cowardly Iraqis shun their duty. They 
don’t deserve us. 

The strip the weekend before last was 
even more blatant in blaming the failure 
on the Iraqis. An American soldier gets 
behind the wheel of a Humvee and says 


“Ready to do this, partner?” to the same 
{raqi officer, sitting beside him in the front 
seat. But the Iraqi officer is asleep. ; 

As they approach the target house, the 
Iraqi officer, now awake, says "| know 
this house. The owner is Sunni 
scum.” “Well, intel wants us to cap- 
ture the guy alive,” says the Ameri- 
can. “That will not be possible. | am 
sworn to revenge,” replies the Iraqi. 

“Why,” asks the American. 
“What'd he ever do to you.?” 

“A member of his family killed a 
member of mine,” replies the Iraqi 
officer, cigarette dangling from his 
lips. “What? When did this happen?” 
asks the shocked American. 

“1387,” replies the Iraqi officer. 
“What is the MATTER with you peo- 
ple?” screams the American. 

Get the message? These Ay-rabs 
are not only lazy, they are so savage 
that they harbour murderous grudges 
over six centuries. Even Americans _ 
cannot bring these people to their 
senses. Let's get the hell out of here. 
{t isn’t our fault that it all went wrong. 

Getting out of Iraq is the least bad 
thing the United States can do now, 
and the sooner the better. If Ameri- 
cans must manufacture racist fantasies 
about the victims in order to salve their 
pride on the way out, then so be it. But it 
is a shameful, childish lie. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 


‘published in 45 countries. His column 


appears regularly in Jue Weekly. 


Dude, don’t bogart the flavanols | 
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CONNIE HOWARD 
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HEALTH 


I've got chocolate and marijuana on my 
mind today. And no, I’m not stoned. 

Besides the growing mountain of 
research finding marijuana to be safe and 
effective in treating the kind of nerve pain 
that often goes along with MS or AIDS, 
the green goddess might just be invalu- 
able to hepatitis C victims. Besides find- 
ing relief from the nausea that comes 
with medication used to treat the dis- 
ease, patients using marijuana were 
actually three times more likely to 
achieve a full cure—to clear the hep C 
virus from their bodies completely. | like 
good news like that. 

Less weighty than hepatitis C—and 
more fun—is chocolate. It's good for you, 
sort of, they say, or would be if it were 
not so, you know, fattening. Gimme a 
break. It's true that cocoa butter is a satu- 
rated fat, but it is also one of the most 
stable fats known—high in antioxidants, 
perfectly good, a million times better for 
our hearts than supposed heart-healthy 
margarine is or than the fats hidden in all 
those “healthy” crackers and oven-baked 
chips we like to nibble on. 

There are other bits of resistance to 
chocolate that are not at all helpful. It’s 
true that most chocolate (most cheap 
chocolate, that is) is actually not at all 
high in flavanols, but high quality dark 


chocolate is. Cheap chocolate gets to 
Us in unethical ways (but not all choco- 
late does) and cheap chocolate has 
more sugar—that's why they're called 
“candy bars.” 

But high quality dark chocolate 
improves blood flow and reduces risk of 
heart disease and stroke and dementia 
(that would be the flavanols) as it boosts 
mood (that would be its phenylethylamine 
content, its endorphin and serotonin stim- 
ulating effect, which is, of course, why 
we reach for it when we don’t want to 
feel sad). It contains essential fatty acids, 
about the same amount of potassium as 
an apple and is a source of magnesium, 
Bi, B2 and vitamins E and D. 


SPEAKING OF VITAMIN D, we're so lucky 
to live in Alberta, with our latitude- 
induced vitamin D deficiencies, our fresh 
air (that’s another story), our tendency to 
work more hours than other Canadians, 
and our massive mortgages. (This is 
appropriate for a health column—stress 
is known to cause disease). 

But stress, we were reminded this 
week, can be alleviated with exercise (if 
we can find the extra hour to fit it in) 
and we're not getting enough daily 
activity: we need to take a minimum of 
10 000 steps a day—about three 
miles—to stay fit. 

But those with the real power to put 
fitness within reach are employers, 
employers who don’t insist on nine or 10 
or 11 hour days, employers who encour- 


age leaving on time to hit the gym rather 
than employers who encourage taking 
laptops home. We need employers who 
understand that fit employees will be less 
likely to claim disability because their 
hearts gave out. 

And speaking of hearts, this next bit of 
advice from the American Heart Associa- 
tion should definitely be taken with a 
grain of salt (or an Aspirin}—they're sug- 
gesting we consider daily Aspirin use to 
reduce our risk of heart disease or stroke. 
Right. Never mind that Aspirin can cause 
nasty bleeding ulcers that you really don’t 
ever want to experience. 

And never mind that reducing the risk 
of heart disease is as easy as getting off 
our butts, resisting our addiction-to-stress 
habit, losing our phobia of saturated fats, 
embracing essential fats and giving up 
our love affair with low-fibre refined 
foods, high-sugar specialty coffees and 
hidden-trans-fat cereals, crackers and 
pizza pops. 

Or maybe we should just take Aspirin 
every day after all—it would be easier, 
and better for the economy. And the 
economy is paramount, don’t we all 
know? Business is what makes the world 
go round. 

But speaking of healthy food and local 
and ethical small business, when is 
someone going to re-open a Krusty’s in 
Edmonton. Anyone remember them? 
Whole-wheat custom-made fresh pizza to 
pick up on your way home and pop into 
your own oven to cook. | still miss it. w 
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23-02-2007—Stabtown 


= | DISPATCH 


= DARREN ZENKO 
dispatch @vueweekly.com 


So, | just had a dude pull a knife on me 
for the first time. 

Walking home from work down 104 
Street, right by the venerable Lingnan, 
through a bit of urban wastespace that's 
spent decades within “Coming Soon!” 
distance of some kind of glistening down- 
town revival, this kid purpose-striding up 
the street southbound calls me out, “Hey 
Buddy"-ing me as to whether | “got any 
brick.” 

A very vague term, but in every possi- 
ble sense the answer is “no, man.” Busy 
cellphone-talking some intense shit with 
my girl, | walk on. 

“Don’t you fuckin’ walk away from me!” 

Uh-oh. | keep on walking and talking, 
approaching sneakers krrking on the win- 
terlong snowpack behind me, until | feel 
the slap on my shoulder. | turn to face a 
kid who couldn't have been over 16, his 
mouth pursed and turned down into the 
kind of battle-scow! that looks like its 
wearer is about to cry, doing that loud 
tough-guy nose-breathing. 

“| asked you a fuckin’ question. You 
don’t got any brick?” 

“No, man; | don’t have anything.” 

“Some guys didn’t stop you and sell 
you some shit?” 

“No, nobody sold me anything.” 

“Don't you fucking lie to me. Don’t you 
fucking lie to me.” 

That's when the knife comes out, 
pulled from the left-hand pocket of his 
coat. He doesn’t brandish it or wave it in 
my face, just holds it there. There's noth- 
ing romantic or picturesque about it—it's 
not “wicked,” it doesn't “glint”—it's a 
utensil this kid happens to have, and he’s 
showing it to me. 

| don't really know why I’m not shit- 
scared at this moment—that very morn- 
ing, somebody got knifed on the street in 
front of the building where | work; some 
office dudes watched through binoculars 
as the blood-pools cooled—but at no time 
do | feel like this kid is going to knife me. 
Maybe it's because | don’t feel alone—| 
still have my phone clamped to my ear 
with my fiancée on the other end; can the 
cellphone oblivion that turns drivers into 


blind/deaf missile pilots numb one fo an 
imminent knife attack? Maybe it's the 
false protection of “broad daylight.” 

More likely it's the pose of the punk 
himself, and the status of his little knife. 
The moment he pulled it out, he didn’t get 
harder or tougher or braver; it was almost 
like he was embarrassed, like he'd played 
his hand too early and knew it. His eyes 
lost their tough-guy focus and started to 
wander around my face. The knife became 
part of a dorky uniform, a lame formality. 


WHAT IS IT with this town and knives? 
We've gone stab-happy. | suppose that 
from a global—or even merely North 
American—perspective our emergent 
stabbiness is kind of quaint; we're in the 
Stone (Stainless Steel?) Age of mindless 
civil violence, country cousins trying to 
imitate our way to that dreamed-of 
“World Class” by being all hard with a 
blade. Or maybe the filthy greed-flood of 
dirty money that runs through our streets 
and the arrogance of zero unemployment 
has turned us stone-cold sociopathic— 
how can we all be in the same boat when 
half the city has his ‘n’ hers jet skis? 

It's going to be a stabbin’ madhouse 
around here when the goddamn down- 
town arena gets built—and it will get 
built, have no doubt; the same sort of nar- 
rative of inevitability is being woven for 
it, courtesy of Edmonton's awesome cabal 
of moneymen, boosterists, homers and 
press lackeys, as the one that preceded 
the invasion of Iraq. | see an apocalypse, 
friends; once we trudge through the next 
few bastard years of false choices, false 
promises, false threats and false esti- 
mates and emerge 800 million dollars 
poorer and one [YOUR NAME HERE 
CHEAP] Centre richer, downtown will 
become a drunken post-game carnival of 
bloody daggers ... at least until the also- 
inevitable 100-million-dollar CCTV public 
surveillance web goes online. 

Anyway, about this punk kid and his 
knife. | finally manage to convince him 
'm neither carrying drugs nor concealing 
the location of the “some guys” that are. 
He nods and tucks his threat-utensil back 
into his pocket. 

“OK. Peace out, brother.” 

"Yeah, Take care of yourself.” 

And off we go on our separate ways, 
two perfectly civil Edmontonians. v 
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More than Marmot: 
A trifecta of winter sport 


CHRISTIE SCHULZ / christie@vueweekly.com 
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But ona Just a few kilometres before the 
exit into Jasper itself, a left turn leads 
ott ays-gorgeous Fairmont 

k Lodge. Visitors to Jasper 

be a guest of the JPL to 

y its groomed skating rinks and 

t stop of our trifecta 

Every winter, JPL transforms Lac 

ArT Beauvert and Mildred Lake into a 


need no 


stog beautiful place to skate in the moun- 


) tains. Driving up to the lodge, we 
a few people on the oval at 
Lake Mildred and when we arrived 


with our skates in tow, there were a 
few kids attempting a two-on-one 
game of shinny between the nets set 
as a hockey rink beside the oval. 
Without sticks to help turn it into a 
three-on-two game, we set out to 
circle the lake. We estimated that the 
distance around the oval is about a 
kilometre—incredibly large for an 
oval—and after three loops around 
we were ready fora break. But, 
before heading to the Emerald 
Lounge at the lodge to enjoy a deca- 
dent sandwich and hot chocolate, 
we paused on one of the benches to 
take in the splendour of an outdoor 
rink surrounded by mountain peaks. 
For a city girl who spends a lot of 
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Interpret the hot and 
cool medium of waxing 


= |THE SKINNY 


CHRISTIE SCHULTZ 
a christie @vueweekly.com 


March is often a month of extremes: 
extreme depression owing to the contin- 
uing winter, extreme bliss because of 
the romantic potential of cuddling and, 
of course, extreme temperatures with 
which the nordic skier must contend. 

When it comes to nordic skiing, it's 
the classic (and waxable) skis that are 
most sensitive to temperature extremes. 
When | spoke with Mike Stern of the 
Edmonton Nordic Club earlier this sea- 
son, he suggested that one of the best 
reasons to own a pair of skate skis is to 
extend your skiing season into the 
warmer weeks without the hassle of 
kick wax. But, plenty of skiers, myself 
included, only have classic skis and are 
just as interested in skiing when it’s 
extremely warm—or cold. 

While I’m hoping that the coldest 
days of winter are behind us—unless 
you live in pine beetle zone, in which 
case | wish you two solid weeks of -40 
degrees—waxing your skis when the 
mercury dips is relatively easy. It's 
almost as if the consolation prize for 
freezing your nose and toes is the most 
straightforward waxing of the season. 

The colder it gets, the wider the 
range of temperatures the kick wax 
you'll need will accommodate. So, while 
the waxes you need to use near or just 
below zero only have a range of a few 
degrees, a polar wax used on trans- 
formed (not new) snow works between - 
15 degrees and -30 degrees. That's a 
whopping 15-degree range! 

In case you're wondering if there's a 
wax to use when it's below -30 degrees, 


there isn’t. Personally, I'm glad that | can 
use that as an excuse to avoid skiing 
when it's really cold. 


OF COURSE, SKIING when it's warm 
can be an absolute joy. So don't let a 
fear of klister be your excuse for stay- 
ing indoors. 

Once your warm waxes fail at around 
3 degrees (new snow) or 1 degree 
(transformed snow), you will need to 
consider using a klister product in your 
kick zone. Most universal klisters work 
well from a few degrees below zero to 
10 degrees above. 

If you've only heard the horror sto- 
ries about the stuff, chances are good 
that the sticky gooey mess was coming 
from a tube. If not careful, even expert 
waxers and people who love klister ina 
tube might end up with some of the goo 
permanently attached to their clothes, 
their car, anything. (It reminds me of 
really sticky tree sap in the way it 
sticks to things.) 

For me, the solution is klister in a 
can, also known as “quick klister” or 
“spray klister.” Rather than working 
with a tube of goo, the klister emerges 
as small circular shots by depressing 
the sponge top of the can on the base 
of the ski. Like with other waxes, you 
spread the klister evenly but allow it to 
dry for five minutes. 

Keep in mind that temperatures in the 
River Valley are always a little bit lower 
than the readings you'll get from Envi- 
ronment Canada and it's always going to 
be a touch cooler in the morning hours. 
So, if you really hate klister-—you lost a 
favourite jacket or maybe some favourite 
arm hair to the stuff—stick to the morn- 
ing hours and your warmest wax and 
just go. w 


Grab gold, gold and more gold 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
his has been an incredible 
year for our Canadian 
freestyle ski team. Last week 
the team came home to Apex Alpine 
Resort just outside of Penticton, BC 
to finish up the season. Home turf 
was good to us because Spruce 
Grove’s Jenn Heil continued her 
dominance in women’s moguls, win- 
ning two races and clinching the 
overall title 
Two days later Steve Omischl from 
North Bay, Ontario captured men’s 
aerials gold and the win gave him 
the overall title as well. The world 
championships will take place in 
Norway in a couple of weeks and it 
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must feel good heading into town 
with a coffer full of medals. 

Another great Canadian competi- 
tor who had a fantastic weekend 
was Sherwood Park's Pierre Lueders. 
He wasn't wearing skis or a snow- 
board but instead he piloted the 
Canadian four-man bobsled team to 
a first-place finish in the year’s final 
race in Germany. Edmontonian 
David Bissett had recently been 
added to the team, and it sure sets 
up a great start to next year as they 
build for Vancouver 2010. w 
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Edson hill has been home to generations 


BOBBI BARBARICH / bobbi@vueweekly.ca 
‘d seen the sign hundreds of times 
on my way to Marmot. Silver 
Summit, located north of Edson, 
seemed out of place. What's north of 
Edson? Moose? Trees? As I soon 
found out, plenty of those and a great 
little ski hill too. 

To get to Silver Summit from 
Edson, you turn north onto 48 Street, 
drive through town and continue 
north. You won't get lost; an encour- 
aging series of signs are posted 
along the 45-kilometre trek. The 
highway ends after 25 kms and dur- 
ing the final 15 kms, I spent a lot of 
time dodging baseball-sized rocks on 
the gravel road, checking the odome- 
ter to see how much further I had to 
go on the snow-covered, icy trail and 
wondering who the heck would think 
to build a ski hill this far off the beat- 
en path. 

When I arrived only six cars were in 
the parking lot. As 1 meandered up the 
plank boardwalk towards the battered 
brown chalet, a snowboarder 
launched off the snow bank to my 
right, flew over my head and 
slammed into the left of the sidewalk. 
Knowing there was no way that a 
jump over a walkway would be per- 
mitted at a large resort, I appreciated 
the young man’s efforts. 

I also appreciated the fuchsia-col- 
ored leather seats alongside the rum- 
bling fireplace in the chalet bar. 
Overlooking the seating area was a 
massive moose head. | looked at the 


Ski’n Sleep _ 


the westspackages). 


stuffed beast for a while, unsure what 
to make of it. I’ve seen a lot of moose 
heads on various walls, but this one 
was odd. Was it the lack of eyelashes? 
The awkwardly small antlers on top 
of his gargantuan head? His pale 
colouring? 

Michelle Sheppard, daughter of 
owner Rick Damm, greeted me with a 
smile. She handed me my lift ticket 
and sent me on my way. “What about 
the moose?” I wanted to ask, but con- 
sidering my task was to explore Silver 
Summit, I held my tongue. 

At the bright blue chair lift, Chris 
(whose job titles include lift attendant, 
mechanic and grater operator) greet- 


skicastle.ca 


910 cms annual snowfall ~ Castle's new Mount Haig now OPEN 


~ new freestyle terrain ~ 650 hectares touring and extreme 


terrain ~ same great powder ~ open bowls ~ nestled in the 


southern Alberta Rockies ~ visit castlevacations.ca for great 


ski’n stay packages 403.627.5101 


ed me with a smile and a fantastic 
haircut. Obviously proud of its healthy 


sheen, he inquired if my picture 
request was for the “personal collec- 


of big air addicts 
= |SIVER SUMMIT 


tion” or the article. { laughed but had 
to ponder my answer 


SILVER SUMMIT IS a reia 
hill nestled in the Rocky 
foothills. With only 12 runs but nea 

300 centimetres of all-natural snov 
per year, it's a fantastic hill on \ 
to learn to ride or ski, or simp’ y 
a quiet day away from crowds and 
pricey lift tickets. A pass here will onl 
cost you $29, or $19 for a ¢ 
I spent the moming enjoying bounti 
vistas, fresh snow and clean runs 
There isn’t a backcountry to explore 
at Silver Summit; beyond the bound- 
anes are very tightly knit pines. There 


Was a lot of snow however and a fun 
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Ski Right To Your 


* Just a short scenic 1.5 drive from 
Sanff in B.C.'s besutiful Columbia 
Valley. 

* Ski, snowboard, cross-country ski, 
sleigh ride, snowshoe, heli-ski, fish, 
rants, lounges, shopping and lessons 
are all within walking distance. 

« All properties are equipped with a 


fireplace, microwave, 
dishwasher, fridge, stove, TV, DVD, 
stereo, patio and gas bbq. 

* ft only makes sense to enjoy your 
worry-free winter get-a-way at Pan- 
orama with High Country Properties! 


1-800-665-1801 


www.highcountryproperties.com 
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Control your speed in the \\\\\ 
powder to link better turns 


ag Re 


= SKI TIPS 


COLIN CATHREA 
as colin@vueweekly.com 


Although it seems quite fashionable to 
straight-line powder, some of us want a 
much more civilized approach to powder 
skiing. Personally, | think straight-lining is 
a complete waste of a potentially great 
tun, but what the hell do | know? 

It's personal choice, but if you want to 
give up those few untracked experiences 
by ripping straight down, then go for it. Or 
perhaps your daddy owns a heli-skiing 
operation? For those of us that want to 
control our speed and link nice round 
turns, please read on. 

Speed is a critical element for linking 
powder turns. Proper velocity will allow 
you to start and finish each turn in a well 
centred and balanced position. Often, 
skiers with little powder experience will 
attempt to start turning before enough 
speed is acquired. This is usually because 


of apprehension and fear of becoming an 
out of control speed demon plummeting 
towards the valley floor. 

The key to speed control in powder is to 
finish each turn strongly. Now what do | 
mean by a strong finish? It is putting the 
ski on edge, loading the skis up with your 
body weight by turning your feet and pow- 
ering your skis so they come underneath 
your body. 

This is when you should be working to 
Maintain proper upper body position, 
pointing down the fall line. As the skis 
come under you, take a split second to 
relax. Don’t hurry the start of the next 
turn! Let the skis float up and around, set- 
ting you up for a good balanced body fac- 
ing downhill, all prepared for another 
strong finish. Turn across the hill as much 
as is required to slow your descent and 
maintain your speed. It's impossible to 
turn your skis when you are not moving, 
and it's hard to finish a turn if you are 
going too fast. That is unless your daddy 
owns that heli operation. w 


There'll be plenty of snow 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
id onditions at Marmot Basin 
continue to exceed the norm. 
After a bit of a lull in late Janu- 
ary the nightly snowfall routine has 
returned and the mid-mountain base 
now exceeds 130 centimetres. 
Temperatures are hovering around 
zero to minus five and the barbecues 
on the decks have been brushed off and 
backdoor burgers are the regular fare. 
This weekend the Magic Bus 
Crushed Diamonds extreme team will 
once again take to the slope and I'm 
sure Eagles East will get a workout. 
The popular Chix on Stix ladies ski 
and snowboard club hosted by Down- 
hill Riders will take to the slopes Mar 
17 - 18. Not only can you learn to ski, 


-days.at Marmot this spring 
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there’s a whole bunch of promo stuff 
like tanning and massages for mem- 
bers as well. If you're interested, 
check it out on the Downhill Rider 
web page. 

You can sure tell spring is near 
because the events calendar at Mar- 
mot is loaded. Later in the month 
keep your eyes and ears open to the 
City TV, Sitour and Aveeno promo- 
tions along with the 20th annual East 
Rider Cup and Provincial Freestyle 
Championships. Everybody will be so 
busy partying there won't be anyone 
on the slopes. Now there's an idea. w 


This Guay can ski 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
| ast weekend, in Garmisch- 
Partenkirchen, Germany, Cana- 
dian skier Erik Guay stood on 
the top of the podium for the first time 
in his young career. This is the first 
time in 13 years that any Canadian 
male has placed first in a World Cup 
Downhill race. 

Even more amazing is that Guay was 
also on the podium the previous day, 
only two steps lower because he took 
bronze in the first of the doubleheader. 

This wasn’t a nerve-wracking win 
because Erik was the 27th skier down 
the course and many of the favourites 
had already posted their times. Fellow 
Canadian skiers Jan Hudec and Manuel 
Osborne-Paradis had respectable fifth 
and seventh placing already, and it was 
Hudec who radioed Guay at the start 
gate telling him to go straight through 
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the last half-dozen gates with little fear 
of losing his line. When you giye a 
teammate the fine details on how to 
beat your time, that’s teamwork. 

Several European skiers were com- 
menting on how much fun the Cana- 
dians were having and how this 
camaraderie was really paying off 
with results. As of yet, there have 
been no reports of a celebration party, 
but I’m betting it was a real 
humdinger. The Canadians were the 
only team that didn’t have any com- 
petitors skiing in the following day's 
slalom race. This meant everyone— 
including coaches and technicians— 
had the day off, and here are several 
Bier Stubes in Garmish. vw 


JASPER TE TTL | 


time playing hockey indoors, it’s quite 
a remarkable thing to see. 


WITH PART ONE COMPLETE, we 
grinned all the way to Jasper to check 
in to the Athabasca Hotel. Located 
right in the middle of town, the his- 
toric hotel is near all the outdoorsy 
shops we like to browse when we 
visit Jasper. The hotel itself is truly 
charming and reminds me of Euro- 
pean hotels I’ve enjoyed, to the point 
that the first floor up is Floor 1, rather 
than Floor 2, a small distinction that 
offered a reminder of Paris. We stayed 
in a double room with a private bath, 
but the hotel also offers rooms with 
shared bath facilities for the budget- 
conscious visitor for as little as $45 
per weeknight stay. 

Morning led us down to O'Shea’s 
Restaurant for breakfast where the 
best part of the hotel was emphasized 
once again: the kind and courteous 
service was standard at the desk, in 
the restaurant and in the lounge. My 
partner’s eggs and sausage plate was 
great pre-ski fare, while | opted for 
the breakfast sundae, which was a hit 
on its own but especially nice because 
there was banana bread on the side. 

If you haven't yet been to Marmot 
Basin this year, you've still likely 
heard stories about the snow. Even on 
the chairlift, fellow skiers and riders 
said that it is the best snow in years. 
Some said it’s the best it has been in a 
decade and some said this snowfall 
has been 30 years in the making. (A 
billboard I saw in Edmonton says it’s 
the best snow in 25 years, so let’s go 
with that.) While the exact “best 
since” may be up for discussion on 
the chairlift, my personal report is that 
Marmot gave me one of the best days 
of skiing I've ever experienced, owing 
to the snow and the great conditions. 

Usually, the rides on the chairlift 
show off rocks and bare patches of 
mountain. This year, they are non- 
existent, save for the wind-swept 
peak on the Ridge chair. My favourite 
feature of the added snow is that 
there are hardly any icy patches, even 
on the well-trodden areas. 

With that in mind, I’m sure it will be 
no surprise when I report that the 
total snowfall has already been 
around 350 centimetres and the base 
is 130 centimetres at mid-mountain. 
There were 23 groomed runs to entice 
us, and all lifts were open. Unlike the 
past few years, I'd say that most of the 
1 675 acres, and all the way from the 
top at 2 612 metres to the bottom at 
1 697 metres, are ready to enjoy. This 
year, it will be hard to exaggerate. Lift 
passes for the day are $58.50 but if 
you prefer to sleep in, afternoon rates 
apply starting at 12:30. 


AFTER TWO DAYS of fun, we woke up 


to fresh snow and a plan to find some 
of the 300 kilometres worth of cross- 
country ski trails located in Jasper. 
With temperatures just below zero 
and threatening to rise, we knew 
waxing our skis would be a bit of a 
challenge, so we opted for the easy- 
to-find and easy-to-ski groomed trail 
of Whistler's Campground. Neither my 
partner nor I had been skiing there 
before and so we enjoyed the inter- 


pretive signs almost as much as the 
moment when the clouds lifted to 
remind us that mountains surrounded 


us. The loop is 4.5 kilometres, which 
makes such a wide circle around the 
campground that it almost gives the 
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impression that you are just going for- 
ward. We only saw a few other skiers 
in the hour we were there, so we had 


JACKETS 


SELECT 
WEST49 
TEES 


several moments where the only 
sounds around us were an odd call 
from a raven and the sound of snow 
sticking to our skis as we'd pause 

If we'd been looking for a full 
of nordic skiing, we ma 
Maligne Lake. Located 48 
southeast of Jasper, it offe 
metres of trails. The area 
its wildlife viewing, so consider brir 
ing a pair of binoculars and a 
if you go. Even the Fairmont Jasp 
Park Lodge boasts 26 kilometres 
trails, only minutes from to 

Often enough this winter E 
heard friends talk about planning a 
trip to Jasper—to go downhill sk iing 
with one or two in the group wi 


have a fear of heights or simply don 
ski and would rather do something 
else. Perhaps obviously, I don’t th k 
this is anything to worry about. You 
can even rent equipment In town if 
you can’t decide wh 
you get there. Enjoy 
is a big part of Jasper 
there's at least a trifecta 
to try. v 
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4211-196 St 


Edmonton. Alberta 


Rabbit Hill — 60cm base, no new snow, all lifts and runs open — 

Snow Valley — 60cm base. no new snow. al fts and runs open; conditions: 
excellent 

Sunridge — GDem base, no new snow, ail lifts and runs open; snowtubing park 
open Friday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 


Alberta 

Canada Olympic Park — 100cm base, 2cm of new snow, all lifts open; half-pipe 
esed until March 7 

Castle Mt. — 117-340cm base, 28cm of new snow, 68 runs open 

Lake Louise — 180-202cm base, 14cm of new snow, all lifts and 139 runs open 
Marmot Basin — 130cm base, 28cm of new snow, all lifts and main runs open 
Mt Norquay — 140cm base, 10cm of new snew, all lifts and runs open; night ski- 
ing every Friday 

Nakiska — 112em base, 32cm of new snow, 5/6 lifts and 28 runs open; both ter- 
Tain parks are now open 

Sunshine — 20cm base, 11cm of new snow, all lifts and 107 runs open 
Tewatinaw — 24 downhill runs open, ski hill open Sat. and Sun. 10:00 — 4:30 


BL. 

‘Apex (Penticton) — 184cm base, 4cm of new snow, all lifts and 67 runs open 
Big White (Kelowna) — 230cm bese, 43cm of new snow, 118 runs open; night 
skiing Tue-Sat 

Fairmont (Kootenay Rockies) — Bese: very good, 3cm of new snow. all lifts and 
fons open 


~Femie (Kootenay Rockies) — 306em-base, 47cm of new snow, 111 runs open; 


Griz Days March 1-4 

Kicking Horse (Golden) — 198¢em base, 12cm of new snow, 106 runs open (sub- 
ject to avalanche control) 

Kimberley (Kootenay Rockies) 187cm base, 36cm of new snow, 80 runs open; 
night skiing Thu-Sat 

Mt Washington (Vancouver Island) — 367m base, 13cm of new snow, 60 runs 
open; K2 Provincial Championship Alpine Race, March 1-4 

Panorama (Invermere) — 94-1 44cm base, 1Gem of new snow, 120 trails & bowls 
oper halt-pipe is open and in great shape 

Powder King (Pine Pass- northem BC) — 277-344em base, 10cm of new snow; 
legendary groomer Rick has returned: the mountain is in awesome shape! 
Powder Springs (Revelstoke) — 148-295cm base, 20cm of new snow, 27 runs 
open: CAT skiing available by reservation 

Red Mt (Ressiand) — 242cm base, 25cm of new snow, 5 lifts and 16 runs open 
Silver Star (Vernon) — 21flem base, 37cm of new snow, 115 runs open; 51k of 
X-country terran 

Sun Peaks (Kamloops) — 17Dcm base, 34cm of new snow, 121 runs open 
Whitewater (Nelson) — 308em base, 28cm of new snow, 14 groomed runs open; 
avalanche stills training course March 2-4 

Whestier/ Blackcomb — 298em base, 55cm of new snow, 94 groomed runs open, 
record breaking snowfall: 32{t (and counting) since Nov.1! 


USA. 

Big Mit. (Whitefish, MT) — 112-249cm base, 51cm of new snow, 93 runs open 
Big Sky (Montana) — 153-230em base, 40cm of new snow, 3800 acres of open 
terrain on 150 trails 

Crystal MIL (Michigan) — 180cm hase, 30em of new snow, 45 slopes open 

49 North (Chewelah Peak. WA) — 259-457em base, Gfiem of new snow, 68 runs 
open 

Great Divide (Marysville, MT) —75-100cm base, 10cm of new snow, 60 runs 
open, tickets jast $20 

Lookout Pass (ID-MT border) — 255em base, fem of new snow 

Mt Spokane (northem WA)~ 153-277cm base, 33em of new snow, 45 runs open 
Schweitzer Mit (Sandpoint, ID) — 173-338em base, 75em of new snow 

Silver Mt. Resort (Kellogg. 10) — 210-270cm bese, Bem new snow, 63 runs open 
Sun Valley (idaho) — 115-180cm base, 28cm of new snow, 45 runs open; world’s 
largest computerized snowmaking system (B45 acres) 


All conditions accurate as of Feb. 28, 2007 


413-455 
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ravine run (Larson's Cut) where I — 


made the first track. The bottom third 
of the hill becomes fairly flat, howev- 
er. During my visit it served as a train- 
ing ground for several children hidden 
within mounds of snowsuit layers. 

Also on the hill are camp-style 
accommodations, a licensed lounge 
and cafeteria. Bill Woychuk and 
Tammy Lipka run the pro shop and ski 
school, after nearly two decades at 
Sunridge in Edmonton. Says Lipka, “I 
like being away from the city. I'm get- 
ting used to being way out here.” Way 
out here is right. The 45-km drive 
would be treacherous in a snowstorm. 

Silver Summit is only open on the 
weekends, but Sheppard tells me the 
rooms are usually booked with skiers 
or the many snowmobilers who also 
enjoy the area. Cross-country skiers 
will find trails, too. “But they have to 
share them with the sleds,” says 
Sheppard. 

“So where'd you get that moose, 
Michelle?” I asked, pointing to the 
sentinel on the wall. Michelle's 
daughter Amie piped up. “It's albino. 
A neighbor gave it to Scott [Michelle's 
husband]. We call him Ed the Moose- 
head.” Mystery solved. 

Amie and her sister Brittany had 
other stories for me. Rick Damm, their 
grandpa, was a ski jumper for the 


“Bavarian Olympic team many decades 


ago before coming to Canada. Rick 
wasn’t available to expand on their 
story, but Michelle explained as much 
as she could. 


AS OWNER OF silver summit since 
1969, Rick built a ski jump and luge 
track. The ski jump was the only one in 
Alberta before the Calgary Olympics in 
1988. Via his ski jumping roots, Rick 
connected with the Alberta Meter 
Jumping team out of Edmonton and 
they trained on his jump until the team 
lost their funding to Calgary Olympic 
Park. Damm was eventually an advisor 
for ski jumping and judging at the ‘88 
Olympics. The old ski jump still stands, 
as does the natural luge, last used in 
the 1986 Alberta Winter Games. I 
noted the luge run on the trail map 
was also called Natur Bahn, and I 
asked for a guide to take me there. 

Jay has been patrolling Silver Sum- 
mit, as well as Rabbit Hill and Mar- 
mot, every second weekend since 
1979. He says “People forget about 
Silver Summit with Marmot being so 


a aT a - 
SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY STAYS 


™ $99.00 


PER PERSON, DOUBLE 
BASED OM AVAILABILITY. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. WOT VALIO WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. 
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close. But it’s a nice family area, and 
in all my years of patrolling, there are 
less accidents here than at Rabbit 
Hill.” When | commented on accidents 
in trying to simply get there, Jay 
laughed. “It’s part of the adventure.” 

Adventure it was. The luge run 
was great, and the fresh powder 
buried me to my knees. Connecting 
with Candy's Cut to take us back to 
the lift was rather laborious through 
the deep snow, but not so bad as to 
deter me from hitting the run a cou- 
ple more times. 

The trip to Silver Summit is relative- 
ly quick, minus the final 15 kms. The 
drive from Edmonton to Silver Summit 
is only two and a half hours, and the 
lift closes at 4 pm, giving you plenty of 
time to make it home for supper. If you 
have a family that hates long car rides, 
perhaps Silver Summit is a closer, 
cheaper and easier choice. w 


Tel. 1-800-563-8764 


www.bestofbanff.com 


Psst ... Hey, you need a tandoori hit? 


I've got your Curry Fix right here 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / dish@vueweekly.com 
Te best new site on Edmon- 

ton’s restaurant scene is con- 

cealed within the bland 
uniformity of Riverbend Square. Its 
tan stucco walls are uninspiring, but 
the spaces they protect have been 
colonized by some of this city’s best 
little finds. 

Choose a side in the bakery wars 
between Cobs Bread and Fresh Start 
Bakery Café (but lean towards the lat- 
ter for a terrific hot grill). Dine Italian 
at Oliveto’s or feed the East Indian 
monkey on your back with a little 

Fix. 

The already popular tiny spot was 
buzzing with take-out trade, and its 
12 tables filled up quickly on a chilly 
Sunday evening. There was a signifi- 
cant mix of styles in the room, but 
none of it jarring: the ‘70s-era wood 
slats seemed to complement the ‘90s 
slate-like flooring and modem light- 
ing. Expertly photographed scenes 
from the subcontinent graced the 
walls, echoing the rich colours of the 
table runners. The whole was nicely 
balanced, and lent a comforting 
warmth to the room. 

One (very cute) server and a busy 
chef handled the crowd quickly and 
efficiently. We browsed through the 
brief menu which featured a variety of 
recognizable East Indian fare. Both 
specials and kids section were com- 
fortably Western, so nobody would be 
forced to eat anything they couldn't 


ce. 

We picked aloo tikki to begin, not 
only because it was fun to say but 
because they seemed to resemble my 
beloved Nepalese pakoras. My wife 
wanted something mild in order to 
share with our daughter, and went 
with the butter chicken ($12.99). Our 
server suggested an option that hadn't 
made it to the menu yet, and my wife 
happily agreed to mango butter chick- 
en instead. I quickly added a couple of 
orders of naan bread ($1.99/2) and 
my own slightly spicier tandoori 
prawns, also recommended by our 
server, with a cup of chai ($1.50). 


THE FIVE ALOO TIKKI patties arrived 
quickly, garnished simply with a 
lemon wedge and sliced onion. As I 
bit into the patty’s crisp exterior, I 
snuffled with delight over the hearty 
potato flavour. The appetizer’s curry 
factor was on this side of hot and left 
a pleasant taste on our celebrating 
tongues. 

As we nibbled away on the aloo 
tikki, we moved subconsciously to the 
East Indian rhythms that piped in over 
the stereo. Unfortunately, I can’t 
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SIG RIVERBEND SQUARE 
438.1008 


EAST INDIAN 


describe the music beyond a catchy 
beat, vivacious sitar and ululating 
women. That's just fine by me. 

As | finished the last patty, I sipped 
at my chai tea. To my untutored 
palate, the tea tasted more authentic 
than the sugary concoctions I'm used 
to. I guessed that this drink was prob- 
ably made using steeped tea instead 
of a powdered mix—I caught hints of 
Darjeeling enhanced with spices 
rather than a spiced latté. 

Before long, our dinners arrived in 


long oval casserole dishes, accompa- 
nied by naan glistening in the subdued 
light. While the meals certainly looked 
good, they smelled even better. My tan- 
doori dish packed a punch and was 
loaded with shrimp and peppers, while 
my wife’s mango butter chicken 
smelled sweet and tomato-y. As we 
were about to dish up, I noticed that we 
were lacking carbs (besides the nearly- 
finished naan), Unaware that the 
entrées didn’t come with rice, | added 
some to our order before digging in. 

As promised, the butter chicken’s 
sauce was a sweet tomato sensation 
thickened with cream, tasty both on its 
own and mixed in with the white rice 
that quickly joined our table. 1 pinched 
a chunk of chicken with a piece of the 
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SHEENA ROSSITER / sheena@vueweekly.com 
| t wasn’t even lunch yet and I was 


already at my second winery. I 

had already consumed more wine 
that morning than I would normally 
down in a couple of months. Fortu- 
nately, it wasn’t hard to make the 
transition from beer-drinker to the 
rich Californian wines, considering 
American beer is one step away from 
water anyway. 

It was cool in California's Sonoma 
County, but to any Canadian, a Febru- 
ary day like that is tropical. A recent 
frost, which crippled California’s citrus 
industry, had no effect on the dormant 
vines that surrounded us, thanks in 
part to the Mayacamas Mountains. 
The heavy flow of human traffic, with 
various accents and languages, 
toured through the protected vine- 
yards of Sonoma and Napa counties. 

Unfortunately, the warmth didn’t 
help lighten my personal hell. I kept 
up a steady pace of the smell, swirl 
and sip routine simply in order to tol- 
erate the overbearing elderly couple 
from Louisiana that were sitting 
across the table from me. 

“He’s my spit bucket,” the wife said 
obnoxiously in her Southern twang as 
she emptied her wine into her hus- 
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band’s already half-full glass, then let 
out a high-pitched cackle. They didn’t 
even seem to be aware that they were 
acting out stereotypes of the Ameri- 
can Deep South. We all knocked back 
our final tasters, and were quickly 
herded out while two new tour groups 
piled in. I was in a sea of tourists. I 
was one of them. 

I did notice the vast array of people 
that were attracted to the wine lands. 
The bright pink streaks and multiple 
facial piercings of the 20-something 
women sitting beside me caught my 
attention; a barely legal English 
woman kept getting carded at every 
winery. 

All along the tour came references 
to Sideways, which, in its popularity, 
turned out to be definite plug for Cal- 
ifornian wines. The film made the 
region’s Pinto Noir famous, and 
stained the reputation of anything 
that was Merlot. Pop culture refer- 
ences and the latest health crazes 
have allowed wine to cross age 
boundaries, and it is more acceptable 
in a larger market, especially from 
these areas so close to the Holly- 
wood Hills. 


CANADIANS WILL GET to experience 


the pleasures of California wine for 
themselves. The Wine Institute of Cal- 
ifornia is wrapping up its best into a 
nice package for Canadians—minus 
the couple from Louisiana. Now in its 
27th year, the California Wine Fair 
visits the nation to share the sense of 
a wine tour without feeling like a 
tourist. 

With nearly a hundred wineries in 
attendance, there will be no shortage 
of selection. 

"The tour has really grown over the 
years. Fourteen years ago there were 
about 30 wineries, and now there are 
around 90,” says Rick Slomka, the 
Canadian director of the Wine Insti- 
tute of California, who has been with 
the Fair since the beginning. “The fair 
not only gets bigger every year, but it 
keeps getting more popular as well. 
Last year, we sold out of tickets about 
two or three weeks prior for the show 


From the Sonoma to the Shaw, wine tour 
hopes to turn your wine tastes sideways 


in Edmonton.” 

Gladys Horiuchi, communications 
manager for the Wine Institute of Cali- 
fornia in San Francisco, can attest to 
the increasing popularity of wine. 
“The Baby Boomlets [Boomer off- 
spring] are now of legal drinking age, 
and they grew up with wine on the 
dinner table. Wine is now reaching a 
younger generation,” she says. 

“Wine is paired with food more 
often, and is considered-less of a ‘sin 
product’ than it used to be,” Horiuchi 
adds. “With dietary guidelines being 
revamped, saying that moderate wine 
consumption helps prevent cardiovas- 
cular disease among other things, 
more and more people are becoming 
interested in wine.” 

With benefits attracting anyone 
concerned about their health, pop 
culture tie-ins help attract others. At 
this year’s fair, held at the Shaw Con- 
ference Centre on Mar 7 with pro- 
ceeds going to benefit the Citadel 
Theatre, the Godfather himself will 
be in attendance (sort of). Francis 
Ford Coppola's Napa Valley winery, 
Rubicon Estate, will be one of a few 
celebrity wineries on this year’s tour. 
A fellow Italian-American, race car 
driver Mario Andretti, will also have 
a few reds and whites to taste from 
his Andretti Winery. 

Just like these pop culture icons, 
local wine boutique owner 
Annabelle Evaristo of deVine Wines 
hopes to spread her enthusiasm for 
wine throughout the city. She is 
offering the hesitant a chance to 
explore California wines in a pre- 
view at her boutique. On March 2 
and 3, deVine Wines will have free 
afternoon samples of California 
wines. Even though the wines that 
will be sampled won't be at the 
show, it will.be a good chance for 
Edmontonians to taste the flavours 
of distinctly Californian grapes. 

As | boarded my plane to leave San 
Francisco, I was greeted by my flam- 
boyant flight attendant Ralph. | 
thought about what I was leaving. | 
would miss the comfort and relax- 
ation of the Sonoma vineyards. | 
wouldn’t miss some of the other 
things. 

But with the full-bodied taste of so 
many excellent Californian wines, just 
a sip can take me back to the heart of 
those vineyards. v 
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2004 ANGUS THE BULL CABERNET 


INE COMPANY, 
AUSTRALIA, 


| was very optimistic when | selected 
this wine: 2004 was an amazing vintage 
in Australia, particularly through the 
Barossa Valley. Though only 12 per cent 
of the grapes used in making this Caber- 
net Sauvignon came from Barossa, the 
rest of Australia did similarly well. | had 
high hopes. 

Angus the Bull is a wine that only has 
three vintages under its belt: | first dis- 
covered it ona list at a nice local bistro. | 
tried it then and thought it a decent 
wine, but far from spectacular. That bot- 
tle was from the first year's release. 
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DEVINE CALIFORNIA-STYLE tn conjunc- 
tion with the California Wine Fair on 
Mar 7, deVine will host a smaller, more 
intimate California wine tasting on Thu, 
Mar 8, featuring wines that are not avail- 
able at the Fair. Cost is $40 and the event 
starts at 7 pm. To register or for more 
info, contact info@devinewines.ca. 


4TH & CALIFORNIA VINE 4th & Vine is 
celebrating the bounties of California as 
well. Join them on Mar 4 for a specially- 
crafted five-course dinner ($34.95) along 
with an optional wine flight ($29.95). 
Enjoy the movie Sideways (of course) to 


THE FIRST RULEACOUT 


FOOD NEWS! 


41819 St. Albert Trail. 


Sta tt 


Since it happened well over a year ago, | 
felt it time to give this wine another shot. 

Upon opening, this medium-depth 
strawberry red wine emitted a rich, tan- 
niny nose with only a slight hint of fruit. 
The strength of the nose was a little 
overpowered by the high alcohol levels. 
| did not decant the wine, so | knew it 
would taste young, but charged ahead 


go along with dinner. The full regular 
menu is still available, as well as happy 
hour prices all night. Check out 4thand- 
vine.ca for more details. 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 


happenings around town. Got an event, 
an announcement or some unsubstantiat- 


ed gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.com or 


fax 426.2889. 


_ From the avid 
collector to the 
novice consumer, 
our incomparable 
selection and low 
prices will satisfy 


* Sourcing the very best 
wines and spirits from 
the old world to the 
new, we make your 
selection... 


-as easy as 12,3! 


10505-1223 Street 


420-1650 


nevertheless. | was right—the flavours 
and fruit had not yet developed, but the 
concentrated body evolved well through 
the palate. It did seem to give up toward 
the end, leaving little aftertaste to offer 
a memory of the experience. 

When the wine did develop, it round- 
ed out quite well. Fruit was present 
throughout the taste. Unfortunately, the 
wine evolved, peaked and devolved far 
too quickly. | was barely beginning my 
third glass when | found both the fruit 
and the body limp and uninteresting. 

Essentially, my thoughts on this wine 
are simple: it is a nice glass of wine to 
share with two or three friends, when 
each person can have a glass and a half 
to experience its nicer traits. | believe 
the winemaker reports that it would hold 
up against a prime rib. However, this is 
not a wine to enjoy slowly over the 
course of an evening. | do not believe, as 
the winemaker states, that it will evolve 
well over a half dozen years. Enjoy this 
wine now. w 
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slightly oily raan and savoured the 
combination. While our daughter 
claimed that’it-was too spicy, my wife 
and I inhaled the butter chicken with 
an almost inappropriate speed 

I didn’t bother to add any of the 
hotter prawns to our preschooler’s 
plate, but my bride and I picked out 
each savoury shrimp and gobbled 
them down. For a little while, 1 pre- 
tended that I could separate out the 
different flavours in the marinade: 
saffron, yogurt and tandoori spices 
Then | gave up and just enjoyed 
them. Delivering a sharp kick to tick- 
le our taste buds, the plentiful poker- 
chip-sized shrimp were both firm 
and fleshy. 

We polished off the chicken and 
wrapped half of the prawns to go 
(only to forget it there, damn it) 
However, | wanted to hear all about 
the desserts. There were two | didn’t 
recognize, plus a type of yogurt 


a (a 


am seer 
Eee cated a lacel Our server 


described each quite obligingly, and 
we ended up with the gulab jaman 
and a dish of mango rice pudding 
($4.99 each) 

Six dense balls of dark dough 
arrived, floating in the sweetest 
syrup I had ever tasted. Like the 
world’s largest Timbits collapsed in a 
black hole and infused with pure 
sugar, each one thrilled my sweet 
tooth as it dissolved in my I 
My wife was equally delighted 
her thin rice pudding, lightly sweet- 
ened and then strewn with chunks of 
fresh mango, but we knew who real- 
ly ordered the best dessert that 
evening. 

As the ultra-sweet finishers swept 
our palates clean,we settled up the 
bill. For 60 bucks including tip, we 
sampled some savoury examples of 
East Indian cuisine. This isn’t the real 
thing: have you seen the population 
of Riverbend? Have your Bollywood 
reunion elSewhere. But if you're 
jonesin’ for a little taste of curry, this 
Fix will take the edge off. w 
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TARTS 


Die-Hards 
continue to, 
ahem, blow 


& | DIRTY LAUNDRY 


SS | JOE SEMCHUK 
T, | dirtylaundry@vveweekly.com 
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While it might have been back to basics 
for the Die-Hards, at least they looked 
funky fresh and groovy: Cheryl 
Oogachakka was en-vogue in her plaid 
green pants and lime green shirt and 
Coach Mitzie Doobie looked good in 
quilt-patterned pants with a matching 
vest. Captain Derrick Capilano’s bright 
pink shirt was open low enough for the 
man to strut his stuff but it was Sad Pop, 
son of Happy Pop (proprietor of the Pop 
Shop) who looked smart in his sweater 
blazer, tie and hom-rimmed glasses. 

For some time, commentator Skeets 
was on top of everything—he'd decid- 
ed to get involved with bartender Lau- 
rel Canyon, but unfortunately Laurel got 
sick of waiting and ran off with an ille- 
gal Czechoslovakian immigrant. Skeets 
was crushed, devastated, ruined ... 
good thing Cheryl Oogachakka was 
there to cheer him up, hold him, kiss 
him and sing for him (and good thing 
that Cheryl's husband is in LA). 

It seems that underneath all the 
blow and alcohol, Derrick Capilano 
really is a nice guy: Derrick had only 
good things to say about himself when 
Skeets was down, and Derrick took 
half-retarded Sad Pop under his wing, 
spiked Sad’s soda with acid to create a 
groovy hockey fantasy, then somehow 
got Sad a spot on the Pittsburgh Pen- 
guins so Sad could realize his dream 
Sad blew it, considered his career 
options during the second period and 
eventually lost. 

Laurel's bar is on the honour system 
while she lives in Halifax with her 
Czech-mate. Good idea, but organist 
Jean Hammond is so confused about 
timing and presence that she’s really 
pumping them back 

Looks like Dwayne Minsky’s father, 
Burl, is in town. He got in late—no 
word if he’s staying. He's hit hard 
times nd above his son recently 
coma, and Burl cried and 
with M Miitzie, who just hap- 
e’s bedroom 
g Je Crying under the 
t of some significant stress: she 

ptain Capilano traded off the 
With the trade deadline looming 
finally told the Knotleys her 
ord yet on their response 

9 with Sad Pop's dreams in sham 
bles, two-thirds of the team missing, 

t unabashed change on the 
wic j, the Die-Hards will return 
next week. w 
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Ballet Jazz de Montréal has a Mapa for Rhythm 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry@vueweekly.com 


rtistic Director Louis 
Robitaille is thrilled about 
choreographer Aszure Barton 


and the new work she recently creat- 
ed for his company [bjm_danse], 
which will be part of its upcoming 
performance Rhythm. 

“She's very original and has a great 
sense of humour,” he says. “What I 
also like about Aszure is she’s full of 
surprises—she can change the mood 
of what's going on in a piece in a frac- 
tion of a second! It can be joyful, then 
very sad, then completely nuts and 
then romantic.” 


Att | WED, MAR 7 THU, MAR 8 (8PM) 
RHYTHM 


BY (BJM_DANSE] 

LES BALLET JAZZ DE MONTREAL 

i (G STANNE STREET, ST ALBERT), 
18- 


Originally from Edmonton, Barton 
is now based in New York where 
she’s created new works for high 
profile dancers, including Mikhail 
Baryshnikov. 

Last year, Barton created Les 
Chambre de Jacques for [bjm_danse]. 
The work, which premiered last 
October, is a series of tableaus that 


PREVU 


play with the personalities and emo- 
tions of the company’s dancers and 
is set to a mosaic of music ranging 
from French-Canadian folk to gypsy- 
influenced Yiddish to Vivaldi. 

“There's a unique human aspect 
to the work that communicates 
with the audience. It's so accessible 
.. all kinds of audiences can enjoy 
it. This really represents what 
dance is today,” says Robitaille, 
who's committed to bringing bright, 
lively contemporary dance to his 
audiences. 

Also known as Les Ballets Jazz de 
Montréal, the company has made its 


reputation with its original trade- 
mark style—an innovative combina- 
tion of jazz dance and classical ballet 
popular back in the 1970s when the 
company was founded. And while it 
recently changed its image, 
{[bjm_danse] has maintained that 
splashy, lively energy that appeals to 
audiences everywhere it goes. 

Recently [bjm_danse] toured to 
France and Spain. 

“It was amazing,” says Robitaille. 
“I didn’t expect this response. We 
had two standing ovations almost 
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Thiessen’s Bird Brain shows it’s okay to have 
different feathers in your cap 


DAVID BERRY / david@yueweekly.com 


ith a Governor General’s 
award, among others, 
under his belt, you have 


to assume that Vern Thiessen does- 
n‘t worry too much about critics 
With his newest play Bird Brain set 
to take off as part of the Citadel’s 
KidsPlay series, though, the lauded 
local playwright seems maybe just a 
mite nervous 

“Children are pretty harsh critics: if 
what you give them isn’t truthful, or 
they find it boring, they're going to let 
you know immediately,” explains 
Thiessen with a light laugh, though 
he does stress the last word. “It raises 
the game for writing a children’s play, 
definitely: kids deserve great theatre, 
they demand it. The trade off is that 
your play might have a huge impact 
on their life, in a way that plays we 
see as adults don't quite get to do.” 

The story Thiessen hopes will tick- 
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BIRD BRAIN 

DIRECTED BY KIM SELODY 

WRITTEN BY VERN THIESSEN 

STARRING CHAIS BULLOUGH, KEVIN COREY, 
CAROLINE LIVINGSTONE 

CITADEL THEATRE (9828 - 101A AVENUE) 
$18- $25 


le the fancy of the harshest of critics 
is about a man who helps out some 
of his bird friends by storing them 
under his hat. However, while the 
birds are grateful, everyone else 
begins to think that the man is a bit, 
ahem, loony for not taking his hat off. 
The man causes so much of a ruckus, 
in fact, his case gets taken all the way 
to the queen, who has to figure out a 
way to deal with the mob even while 
she has a strange affection for the 
man with the birds under his hat. 


ADAPTED FROM A German children’s 


ARTS 
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novel, Thiessen hopes the story 
shows the children the value of toler- 
ating something a little out of the 
ordinary, a lesson that strikes close to 
home for Thiessen, who not only 
grew up as a bit of an outcast in an 
immigrant family himself, but also 
has a niece who dealt with schizo- 
phrenia while she was growing up, 
and even at that has a hard time find- 
ing understanding in the adult world. 

“The society we live in today— 
although, well, society's probably 
always been a bit like this—teaches 
kids to be the same, that they really 
should be just like any other kid, and 
they're taught that in a very regi- 
mented way, too,” explains Thiessen. 
“| think this is a play that’s definitely 
encouraging individuality, or at least 
very certainly encouraging accept- 
ance of individuality, which is an 
important thing for a person to have, 
child or otherwise.” 


However important it is for a per- 
son, it goes double for artists, who 
make their trade on understanding 
and then bringing to life other people, 
a fact not lost on Thiessen. For him, 
understanding and acceptance are 
part and parcel to a creative mindset, 
and another one of those things that 
children just can’t quite get taught 
enough of. 

“This is so hackneyed I can’t even 
believe I’m going to say it, but it’s like 
Gretzky on the outdoor rink, you 
know? That's where he really learned, 
because he could be creative,” says 
Thiessen with an earnestness that 
almost belies his audible eye roll. 
“You have to encourage some creativ- 
ity. Of course, it can’t just be that, we 
all need some rules and regulations at 
times, but you have to at least respect 
creativity, or you're never going to get 
those weird, different, wonderful 
things coming along.” w 


n of ome of his more obviously 
oraries—someone like Neil 


e “gritty” or some other ere 
neant to imply he looks on the darker side of 
ere but not exclusively. 
ink the right word might be ugly. Owen 
fea infinitely uninterested in anything that 
pet be pretty and pleasant about the world, 
but he doesn't feel the need to create anything 
too much more depressing—a little bit more, in 
this play, but not too much more—than your 
everyday hum-and-drum, the way the afore- 
mentioned playwrights can sometimes do in 
os about impossibly detached art students 
id serial killers, respectively. 

iis a bit of a blessing and a curse, though: 
on the one hand, his restraint in this story 
about three small town men stuck in shitty 
lives whether they realize it or not is 
admirable, a warm if not exactly glowing por- 
trait of how people cope with the fact we're 
most of us quite ordinary, neither rock stars 
nor mass murderers. On the other, he does 
lean a bit too far, undercutting these portraits a 
bit with a sort-of horrific incident that connects 
them all, but also seems to suggest that these 
guys would be perfectly alright had that not 
happened. Maybe, of course, but there seems 
to be enough pathos in their plight without the 
childhood trauma, and | can’t help but feel the 
characters get a bit cheaper when they become 
more than just ordinary folk with ordinary con- 
cerns. But maybe that’s not drama. 

Anyway, though, whatever the issues with 
Owens, Michael Cowie has fleshed his-script 
out with a deft touch, bringing out all the little 
peculiarities and contradictions and richness 
with an able hand. This play is a tall order to 
produce—three monologues that each run an 
hour is enough to scare off all but the strongest 
of stomachs—but Cowie knows when to let the 
script breathe and when to let the actors get 
their acting on in the right doses to keep it 
interesting throughout. 


OF THE TRIO, t have a hard time figuring out 
exactly who | liked best, though Aaron Talbot's 


TOSINMARS 

CRAZY GARY'S MOBILE DISCO 
DIRECTED BY MICHAEL COME 

WRITTEN BY GARY OWE, ADAPTED BY COWIE 

STARRING AARON TALBOT, JANES HAMILTON, MATTHEW KLOSTER 
TRANSALA ARTS BARNS (1030-88 AVEUE) S15 S18 


take on the title role, a meathead, drink-and- 
fuck asshole who finds his perfect woman, was 
probably the weakest. Talbot finds the frustra- 
tion seething below the surface quite well, but 
his surface wasn’t as convincing: his diction 
seemed a bit too perfect, his swagger a bit too 
conscious, to really come across as the type of 
guy who doesn’t think twice about grabbing a 
girl’s ass right before punching out her 
boyfriend. 

James Hamilton as a god-loving karaoke 
singer not exactly in tune with the world, 
though, is perfect. He’s sweet and meek in an 
almost childlike way, the type of earnest chap 
who thinks his girlfriend is stealing his meds for 
his own good, and thinks a quick prayer will 
make up for the fact he just stuffed a dead cat 
into the mailbox. 

He's given a run for the money by Matthew 
Kloster, though, as a man so pissed off with the 
world he's too helpless to do anything about it. 
Kloster’s monologue does most of the heavy 
lifting for the play, and he reflects it in his 
sunken, moping gait and a pair of eyes in a per- 
petual squint half out of rage and half out of 
apathy. 

It's a shame those characterizations get 
undercut a bit by the script’s revelation, which 
won't be spoiled here, but regardless, they're 
honest, ugly little portrayals that make it all 
worth sitting through, anyway. v 
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’ Festival reveals the Expanse 


of the body’s movement 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry@vueweekly.com 

na café on 109 Street, Amber Borotsik sips 

a cup of tea, thinking over preparations for 

her annual Expanse Festival. 

“I'm in the standing up phase of the work 
now,” she says. “I spend hours and hours in 
front of the computer, so two weeks before the 
show, I finally stand up and move into the the- 
atre. It's my favourite part ... when I get to 
spend time with the artists.” 

Borotsik has set up in the Living Room Play- 
house. The festival is growing, and Borotsik 
has made few changes, one of which is its new 
name: Expanse Movement Arts Festival. 

“I'm interested in any work that views the 
body as the main site for creation. Dance will 
always be the core component of Expanse ... 
that’s the heart of the festival, but we do multi- 
disciplinary work. Next year we'll even be 
adding some circus-based work.” 

In fact, this is the last time her festival will 
be in the Living Room Playhouse. Next year it 
moves to a larger venue. 

“We'll be using the Catalyst Theatre space 
for next year. It just gives the artists a much 
bigger canvas to work with,” Borotsik reveals 
“Working in the Az [Living Room] has been 
wonderful because it’s so intimate. But there 
are really strict limitations ... you have to adjust 
your work, or you'll bump your head ona 
light.” 

But the Living Room's small space has 
always been a highlight of Expanse, now in its 
third year, and performers have always created 
or adapted work to accommodate the unusual- 
ly tiny performance area 


BOROTSIK’S LAST FESTIVAL at the Living Room 


will include performers from across Canada. 

“We have a lot of improv-based performanc- 
es this year. We're bringing in Meagan O'Shea 
from Toronto, which we're really excited about 
She's bringing a new piece to Edmonton, and 
she's taking the audience on a field trip,” 
laughs Borotsik, still unsure of O'Shea’s desti- 
nation. 

Local director Shannon Blanchet is creating 
a work for two performers, Clarice Eckford and 
Kelly Spilchak, accompanied by live musician 
Mickey Vallee on accordion. The work involves 
touch and movement, explains Borotsik 

“It’s an homage to Whyte Ave culture and 
some of the hooliganism that can happen,” she 
says. “I live on Whyte Ave, so I'm looking for- 
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ward to seeing what she does!” 

Borotsik explains that the festival inclu 
traditional work as well as improv. Mala 
Venkatsubbaiah will perform classical Indian 
dance 

“I'm going to show how the art form grew 
from temple dancing into fusing} the theatre 
Venkatsubbaiah explains 

Hailing from India, she trained intensively ir 
Bharatanatyam, a dance form that’s about two 
to three thousand years old 

“It’s been through changes but still it’s main- 
tained its originality and [its] power of commu- 
nication,” she says 

Percussionist Nikhil Rao accompanies 
Venkatsubbaiah. He'll play tablas, and the mri- 
dangam, an open two-sided drum 

“And I've got a new conga from Cuba,” he 
laughs, hoping he'll have a chance to experi- 
ment with some new techniques. “I'm really 
looking forward to being on stage 

"This is my first year ... it’s so exciting to be a 
part of Expanse!” adds Venkatsubbaiah. v 


Make no bones about it, Hullaballo Revue is funny 


DAM BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
5 o Bones Theatre chose a 
| \] uniquely suited venue for its = 


— TOSUN MAR 4 (8 PM) 


THE HULLABALOO REVUE 
WRITEN& PERFORMED BY CHAS SCHULZ 


Fred the Carrot (Chris Schulz, who, it 
deserves repeating, should be in more 
things around Edmonton) or musical 


roundly funny, with some flat-out 
hilarious bits thrown in. Easily the 
best is “Don Cherry Touches Little 
Boys,” a twisted paean to the Hockey 


was drifting away. Nevertheless 
there’s ample energy, and some 
choice non sequiturs keep it funny, if 
nonsensical. The Schulz-penned “Cut 


inaugural Hullabaloo Revue: 

no doubt that while they were charm- 

ing the pants off the audience on one 

side of the Jekyll & Hyde Pub, any 

number of happy hour holdovers were 

ying the very same thing on the 
‘other side of the bar. 

‘Ican’t say how successful anyone 
else's attempts were, but for my part, I 
was | lucky this talented group from 
Red Deer didn’t ask me home down 
the QE2. 

If I’ve seen a more charismatic 
troupe of young_actors perform, I 
don’t remember it. While, in fairness, 
they’re not always terrifically funny 


ADY NEILSOW, CHRISTOFE LUNDGREN, 
CHRIS GAMBLE, ALYSSA HUDSON, 


JONATHON DORE 
JEKYLL & HYDE PUB (10810 - 100 AVENUE), $10 


and occasionally a little bit incoher- 
ent—they're pretty much always the 
former when they're the latter, 
though, which offsets it—you get the 
impression they could have made 
reading the menu burst with energy, 
and maybe even snuck a few laughs 
in among the entrées, too. 

The night is basically two short 
plays held together by skits with MC 


duo Cockatrice (Roy Neilson and 
Christoff Lundgren). 

The skits themselves are a bit 
mixed. Though Schulz holds the stage 
as Fred, what's essentially a stand-up 
routine lags a little: there are some 
funny bits, such as an explanation of 
Red Deer's place in Alberta with refer- 
ence to male genitalia, but it mostly 
trades off the ridiculousness of a 
grown man in a carrot costume, 
which only goes so far. Fortunately, 
this group seems to have an intuitive 
sense of when to stop the joke, and 
Fred is never a burden. 

Cockatrice, on the other hand, is 


ARTS 


Night in Canada host that has to be 
destined for the rarified Canadian 
comedy air of the McKenzie brothers, 
if it can get popular before Cherry 
kicks it. “I Want to Fuck You Retard- 
ed” doesn't quite capture the same 
zeitgeist, but it’s also fantastic 


THE PLAYS THEMSELVES are some- 


where between the skits. “Beef 
Junkies” is a tale about a world in 
which almost all the meat is gone, | 
think; it actually felt like it was just 
being ratcheted up with one silly thing 
after another, whatever story there 
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to the Chase,” though, is a tight little 
bit about a stolen cake that plays right 
to the strengths of the company. Roy 
Neilson and Chris Gamble are hilari- 
ous as they creep around an aban- 
doned motel room, ducking under 
blinds and threatening the cops as 
they try to figure out what to do with 
the pastry. 

Overall, it makes for a thoroughly 
enjoyable, raucous night of entertain- 
ment, although you'll definitely want 
to watch your pants; if they're not off 
by the end of the night, there's a good 
chance you'll wet them. ¥ 
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Paquette plays the Jrickster with the past and the present iti 


OARREN ZENKO / darren@vueweokly.com bes | WARD-15 
he Trickster figure isa near-uni- => ARTIST IN ATTENDANCE MAR 3 (2-4 PM) new ideas to people, a few 
versal element of human Par} TRICKSTER concepts that they had never 
mythology. Noble, craven, gen- && AY AARON PAQUETTE considered. It worked, and 
that’s the path I assumed I 


erous, greedy, wise, ignorant, creator 
and clown, hero and deceiver, the 
Trickster is the eternal shapeshifter, the 
primordial power of chaos and change. 

In his new exhibition, Trickster, 
painter Aaron Paquette deals with this 
ancient force as a real and present 
power in his own life—and in our 
modern world of constant change and 
shifting identities 

“Just because we get the concept of 
the Trickster from our shared mytholo- 
gy of long ago doesn’t mean it isn't a 
current and applicable figure in 
today’s world,” says Paquette. “In fact, 
I would say that it is even more impor- 
tant to society now than it has ever 
been. Among the many facets of the 
Trickster myth is this idea of adapting 
to changes, of looking at the world 
with curiosity and humour. Tricksters 
are, in essence, problem solvers.” 

Paquette’s own encounter with the 
Trickster’s invitation to change came, 
as it so often does, exactly when it 
needed to 

“Early this fall,” he recalls, “I'd 
made the decision that I was going to 
be diligent, I was going to be disci- 
plined, I was going to paint every day. 
I was going to get serious 

“I soon realized that I had nothing 
I was good for about a week, and I 
was out. I was like, ‘What's the pur- 
pose of life?” 


VUE 
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presents... 


BEARCLAW GALLERY (10403 - 124 STREET) 


Retreating for recharge and re- 
inspiration to the woods of the River 
Valley near his northeast Edmonton 
home, Paquette soon found what he 
was looking for in a series of vivid, 
demanding dreams of the Trickster in 
his mythical identity of Raven. 

“| started really dreaming about the 
Raven about six months ago, and 
then I started getting all these images 
in my head, all these ideas for paint- 
ings. Of course, the process takes so 
long that I’ve only tapped the surface, 
but I find it really interesting how this 
exploration is affecting my typical 
style ... the technique itself is slowly 
becoming a bit more immediate, a bit 
more raw. I’m loosening the reins.a 
bit, letting more come out than I have 
in the past.” 


THOSE FAMILIAR WITH the style 
Paquette has been noted for—a lumi- 
nous blend of pop art, Native paint- 
ing and Christian iconography, as 
well as dark, fluid lines and bold 
fields of colour—will immediately see 
this change. The new work is indeed 
looser and more organic, some of it 
seeming more conventionally repre- 
sentational/narrative and some 
more impressionistic—but all ef it 
showing its dreamscape origins in 
terror and power 

“I'd wanted to help be a part of a 
new symbology,” says Paquette, who 
is of mixed Native and European 
blood, of the orgins of his older style 
“Many young people growing up have 
lost their symbols, their rituals that 
tell them what it means to be human 
and a functioning member of the 
community. I co-opted some of the 
stronger iconic concepts of European 


work that I could offer a few 


would remain walking ... until 
these dreams began intruding. 

“Now, any ideas 1 had— 
which I admit were rather 
hefty, but you can’t blame 
youth for idealism—flew out 
the window on those charcoal 
wings of the raucous squawk- 
er we call the Raven. Now, | 
just basically paint what I see 
in what I would describe as 
flashes of images burned into 
the front of my brain for scant 
seconds, usually right before 
sleep or just on waking up in 
the morning. I have only a 
few moments to either sketch 
out the scene or burn into 
memory before it’s gone, or 
else it really is gone. 

“Some of my best stuff has 
evaporated back into the 
ether because I didn’t act on it 
immediately. But this hap- 
pens to people all the time. 
Remember that amazing 
moment, so profound and full 
of meaning that you swore 
you would never forget? No 
you don’t, because unless it's 
in your top 10, you've proba- 
bly lost it along the way, not 
even remembering enough to 
miss it.That sounds kind of 
sad, doesn’t it?” 

Though his painting is mov- 
ing in a less literally iconic 
direction, Paquette remains 
committed to transmitting the 
power of myth through his 
painting. 

“Mythical art reminds us of 
our origins,” he says. “It 
reminds us that we are not 
history’s orphans, that we 


least happier lives, has been painstak- “We only have to listen and keep 


religious culture ina way that! hoped _ really do come from somewhere and 
ourselves open to it and it will speak 


would make sense to the viewer. It something, and that the wisdom that _ ingly earned and collected by genera- 
was my hope that if I continuedto will help us to live good lives, or at _ tions passed, basically for our benefit. tous." v 
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____|'ve always had this thing about unfin- 


cs 
i y 7 


ished books. Their very presence, atop 


‘shelves, tucked among papers, chides ~ 


me. | never skip parts of exhibits, | never 
leave movies early, and | always listen to 
a new record from beginning to end. But 
books, not being time-based or spatially 
contained, are just too easy to abandon. 
This problem, obviously, is exacerbated 
by the banal factor of length. There are 
no monographs, single essays or novellas 
in my catalogue of unfinished books. Life 
is short, | read slowly, and some books — 


‘some of the greatest—are just. damned. 


long. And there are always so many oth- 
‘ers to read. 

~ But beyond my own neurotic sense of 
duty to see a book through, what strikes 
me as kind of curious is the way this 
whole phenomenon of abandonment 
changes my reading of a novel. Unfin- 
ished non-fiction doesn't hound me or 
linger in my imagination the same way, 
for the unfinished novel has a story, it 
hovers, suspended somewhere in the 
midst of its trajectory. 

“An ordinary young man was on his 
way from his hometown of Hamburg to 
Davos-Platz in the canton of Graubiinden. 
It was the height of summer, and he 
planned to stay for three weeks.” Hans 
Castorp, with only his alligator valise, 
rolled up blanket and winter coat, begins 
his journey to a tuberculosis sanatorium 
in the Swiss Alps oblivious to the nature 
of his destiny there, particularly the dura- 
tion of his stay. As his train moves along 
its two-day journey, the young engineer 
has no idea that his view of the larger 
world beyond his window will be his last 
for an incalculably long time. 

The first-time reader of Thomas 
Mann's The Magic Mountain, despite 
ample foreshadowing and the book's 
hefty size (my edition runs 706 pages, 
with small print) cannot really compre- 
hend just how deeply she'll be immersed 
‘in this strange, diversely populated 
‘milieu into which Castorp becomes inad- 
vertently incorporated. The slipperiness 
of time's passage is not only something 
the reader develops a heightened aware- 

" ness of through reading The Magic 
Mountain; time is among its many elo- 
quent leitmotifs: 

_ “Space, like time, gives birth to forget- 


i a ve 
RHYTHM 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20 
Jee 
ry night!” é 

Now celebrating its 35th anniver- 
sary season, [bjm_danse] comes to St 
Albert's Arden Theatre next week 
(Mar 7 & 8). 


THE SHOW FEATURES Barton's 40- 
minute piece and a 45-minute work 
titled Mapa, by Brazilian choreogra- 
pher Rodrigo Pederneiras, who creat- 
ed the work for the company while he 


ee 
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time 


fulness, but does so by removing an indi- 
vidual from all relationships and placing 
him in a free and pristine state—indeed, 


in buta Moment it can turn a pedant and 
philistine into something like a vagabond. 


Time, they say, is water from the river 
Lethe, but alien air is a similar drink; and 
if its effects are less profound, it works 


_ all the more quickly.” 


The Magic Mountain is one of those 
rare books | had a strong suspicion |'d fall 
in love with before | ever picked it up: a 
story entirely contained to a world of 
sickness, isolation and privilege, where 
the permeating breath of death is per- 
fumed-over by decorum; a bridge 
between the 19th and 20th centuries and 
the seismic shift in the novel they engen- 


dered (the action is set previous to The 
Great War, that fault line in European his- 
tory); a vast work of infinite, intoxicated, 
fluid period details; a lattice work of med- 
itation on ontological ideas and diverting, 
busy, comic narrative; a love story from a 
time when love was still dramatically dic- 
tated by ritual and manners. It's a firmly 
established masterpiece by a Nobel Prize 
winner, a book hailed by great authors 
and read by characters in books by 
authors | love. And | haven't read it. 

Okay, I've read half of it. I’m on page 
322. I've been page 322 for, well, a long 
time. Castorp’s been at the sanatorium 
seven months. His cousin, whom he origi- 
nally came to visit, has been there a year. 
The direction of Castorp’s relationship 
with his desired Madame Chauchat 
remains ambiguous, Elaborate Mardi 
Gras festivities are just beginning. 

Just writing this makes me long to 
return to The Magic Mountain immedi- 


was its resident choreographer. 

Robitaille describes Mapa as pure 
dance, involving geometrical configu- 
rations. It was inspired by Ped- 
erneiras’s close friend, musical 
composer Marco Antonio Pena 
Araujo, who died in the 1980s. 

Most of the music—also titled 
Mapa, an acronym for Marco Antonio 
Pena Aratijo—is by a Brazilian band 
Uakti, who was associated with 
Araujo. 

Robitaille says that Uakti's musi- 
cians have made all their own instru- 
ments. 
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peyote and Magic 
Stands still 


ately. But I'm aware of something weird- 
ly delicious in my dilemma: this suspen- 
sion of drama is itself a sort of pleasure. | 
don't know what'll happen to Castorp or 
his fellow patients, or how the march of 
history, growing louder with the coming 
war, will alter their hermetic, transitory, 
community. As long as | neglect to contin- 
ue reading, they'll remain hovering in 
what | recall as a wonderful flood of 
Mardi Gras merriment. 

But there's yet another dimension to 
consider, one perhaps closer to the truth 
of my readerly procrastination. As long as 


I neglect to continue reading, my memory - 


of feading The Magic Mountain will 
remain hovering in the place and time in 
which | abandoned it: a campsite near a 


farmer's land in the deserts of San Luis 
Potosi, Mexico, during the Day of the 
Dead, where | was able to spend an 
extended period in the company of four 
dear friends, each of whom are now scat- 
tered across the continent, a group | 
might never see brought together again. 

After a long, nocturnal, peyote-fueled 
hike across cactus-studded hills, | passed 
the morning wrapped up in The Magic 
Mountain beneath a canopy of great 
branches shading me from a drowsy 
November sun while my friends built a 
fire, made coffee and breakfast, filling my 
immediate surroundings with laughter 
and chatter in Spanish. 

Memories can be so attached to the 
objects that prompt them. If | finish The 
Magic Mountain, is there a danger of me 
losing or at least blunting this memory? 
Will it be lost or tangled up in my memories 
of the novel itself? If | replace these memo- 
ries with literature, is ita fairtrade? w 


"There's percussion and wind 
instruments built in wood and natural 
fabrics,” Robitaille says, adding, 
“{Mapa] is a very powerful, rhythmic 
work ... and very physical. There are 
12 dancers on stage killing them- 
selves to do this!” 

[Bjm_danse] is known for its agile, 
athletic dancers, who are so versatile 
they can perform any Style they 
choose. 

“| love when I see the dancers all 
on stage together. I'm very proud of 
this company, and of this show," says 
Robitaille. w 
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THE WEEK ENDING MAR 1, 2007 
~ 1. Lucinda Williams - West (lost highway) 

2. The Shins - Wincing The Night Away (sub pop) 

3. Tom Waits - Orphans (anti) 

4, Peter Bjom And John - Writers Block (almost gold) 

5. The Good, The Bad & The Queen - S/T (parlophone) 

6. Ruthier Foster - The Phenomenal (blue com) 

7. Various - Endless Highway:The Music Of The Band (429) 

8. Rickie Lee Jones - The Sermon On Exposition Boulevard (new west} 

9, JJ Cale & Eric Clapton - The Road To Escondido (reprise) 

10. Mark Knopfler & Emmylou Harris - All The Roadrunning (mercury) 

11.Clap Your Hands Say Yeah - Some Loud Thunder (cyh) 

12.Julie Doiron - Woke Myself Up (endearing) 

13.Bloc Party - A Weekend In The City (vice) 

14.0f Montreal - Hissing Fauns, Are You The Destroyer (polyviny/) 

15. The Decemberists - The Crane Wife (capitol) 

16. Joanna Newsom - Ys (drag city) 

17. Rachelle Van Zanten - Back To Francois (rvz) 

18. Apostle Of Hustle - National Anthem Of Nowhere (a&c) 

19. Bob Dylan - Modern Times (columbia) 

20.John Hammond - Push Comes To Shove (back porch) 

21.AA Soundsystem — Laissez Faire (saved by radio) 

22. TV On The Radio - Return To Cookie Mountain (interscope) 

23. Highwater Jug Band - S/T (hoodoo) 

24, Rob Crow — Living Well (temporary residense) 

25.Various - Sorrow Bound:Hanks Willams Re-Examined (ruby moon) 

26. Kenny Wayne Sheppard - 10 Days OutBlues From The Backroads (rep 

27.The Be Good Tanyas ~ Hello Love (nettwerk) 

28, Albert Hammond ,Jr. ~ Yours To Keep (rough trade) 

29. Explosions in The Sky - All Of A Sudden I Miss Everyone (tr) 

30. Chad VanGaalen - Skelliconnection (flemish eye) 


POP LEV] © 


THE RETURN TO FORM 
BLACK MAGICK PARTY 


Although the album has 
been out elsewhere for a 
while, some of us are just 
getting our first dose of this 
unique blend of folk ,disco, and 60's rock called "The 
Return To Form Black Magick Party", from Liverpool's 
Pop Levi. It's a pretty good album I've heard it twice. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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ALBERTA BALLET—CINDERELLA Jubilee Auditorium, 11455- 
87 Ave (427-2760/451-8000) © Grand-Mattre’s Ginderelis set 
tm Sergei Prokofiev's score © Mar. 30-31 © Tickets available 
at TicketMaster 


(LES BALLETS JAZZ DE MONTREAL-RHYTHM Arden Thestre. 
S St. Anne Street, St Albert (459-1542) © A two-part production 
featuring works by Brazilian choreographer Rodrigo Pederneiras, 
who presents Maps, 2 production that blends Brazilian dance 
with classical ballet. Also featuring work by choreographer 
Aszure Barton who presents 2 work infludficed by the hopes. 
fears, secrets and rhythms of each dancer © Mar 7-8 (opm) © 
‘$25 fadeRt$18 [student] at the Arden box office 


DECIDEDLY JAZZ DANCEWORKS—LONGINGS, FOR THE 
INVISIBLE Arden Theatre, 5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert (459- 
S42] © Vicki Adams Willis (director). and Jackie Richardson 
(actress, bles musician} with the Decidedly Jazz dancers and 
Richardson's band led by Kristian Alexandrov © Mar.27-28 (8pm) 
© $25 ladultV/$18 (student) at the Arden bar office 


THE EXPANSE MOVEMENT ARTS FESTIVAL The Living 
Room Play House. 11315-106 Ave (454-0583) © Presented by 
Azimuth Theatre featuring new work by Malavika 
Venketsubbaiah, Cheryl Fontaine, Stacey Murchison, Shannon 
Blanchet and Clarice Eckford. Edward Mitchell, Jason Carew, 
and Meagan O'Shea © Mac. 1-4, Thu-fri Spm; Sat 7pm; Sun 
Zpm* 7 Pay-What-You-Can 

MILE ZERO DANCE-ALTER EGOS The Landing Pad, 201- 
0823-107 St (424-1573) Mar. 9-10 (Spm) « $10 (mem 
berl/$12 (non-member) at the Landing Pad 


NOCHE FLAMENCA Timms Centre for the Arts, U of A 
Campus (403-217-1954/420-1757) © An evening of Flamenco 
Song and music featuring Annette Morcos 

Mana Regnier (dance), Jane Ogilvie (dance), 

ch (dance). and David Matyas (guitar) ¢ Mar. 
10 (8pm) © $20 (adv. at TIX on the square}/$25 (door) 

‘THE REAL STARS JJubiles Auditorium (451-8000) * A benefit in 
support of the Kids With Cancer Society featuring hip-hop. jazz, 
bellet, musical theatre, modem dancers and choreographers © 

Mar 3- Tickets available at TicketMaster 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY Jaspet Ave ( 
Open: Tue-Sat 10am-5pm ¢ LANDFORMS: Landscape paintings 
Mar. 10-22 © Opening reception: Sat. 
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ALLIED sy cose ee GROVE 455 King St « 
om © SCAPES AND INSTRUCTORS © Until 


ir Winston Churchill Sq (422- 
Spe: Thu 1030am-5Spm; Sat 
© Closing recs ae 
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' 
by the southern United States and Mexico ® Mar. 8:17 
CENTRE DARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 9103.95 Ave (461- 
3427) © Group show featuring artworks by members © Until 
Mar. 7 
(CENTRE GALLERY Allen Gray Continuing Care Centre, 5005- 
28 Ave (426-009) © Hand prints by Valerie Sotash and acrytic 
paintings by Allen Gray * Mar. 11 
ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND GALLERY 12419 Stony 
Plain Rd (482-1402) © Open: Tue by appointment: Wed-Fri 
Vam-5:30pm, Sat 11am-4pm, closed long weekends * COL- 
LECTION 2006; New artworks by various artists 
FAB GALLERY Fim 1-1 Fine Arts Building, 112 St. 89 Ave (492- 
2081) © Open. Tue-Fri 1Dam-Spm, Sat 2-Spm © IMPRESSIONS 
FROM TURKEY: Recent prints by Aysegol Irer and Emre Senan; 
Mar. 6-24, opening reception: Thu, Mar 8(7-10pm) * Public 
Lecture: Rm 2-20 Fine Arts Building: The History of Graphic 
Design in Turkey snd The Works of Emre Senan; Tuo, Mar. 6 
(5:10pm) 
FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) * TOWERS OF 
(LION: Group show featuring figurative artworks © Until Mar. 31 


GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY 
Main Fi_ Sit Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) * Open Mon-Fri 
Qem-Spm; Sat 9am-Gpm; Sun 1-Spm © Artworks by the 
Sculptors Association ot Alberta; until Mar. 31 


(GREENLAND NURSERIES Highway 16E and Cloverbay Rd * 
Artworks by the members of the Emerging Artists’ Society of 
Alberta © Mar. 10-11 (1Qam-4pm) 


HARCOURT HOUSE 1(215-112 St (426-4180) * Open Mon-Fri 
10am-Spm:; Sat 12-4pm * Fromt Room: AEWIND; Printworks 
and multi-media works with video, performance and electronic 
imaging by Bonnie Baxter; until Mar. 31 


(JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 University Ave 
(433-5282) * Open: Mon-Fri Sam-4pm * FANTASTIC COMES IN 
FOUR: Paintings by Joan Chambers, Darlene Schacker, Carolyn 
Feir and Diane McPhee; until Mar. 1 * THE TIMES AND PLACES: 
Photographs by Darlene Hildebrandt: Mar. 6-29; opening: Mar. 7 
{6:30-Spm); reception: Mat. 14 (6,30-8:30pm) 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St (479-8424) Open 
Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm * Prints by Norval 
Morrisseau and Toti, paintings by Don Sharpe, Wendy Risdale, 
Raymond Chow and Audrey Pfanmuller, and pottery by local pot- 
ters * (SOUTH) 7711-85 St (465-6171) * Open Mon-Fri 9am- 
Spm; Sat 10am-Spm © Watercolours by Jim Brager, Glenda 
Beaver, Myma Wilkinson, Lois Bauman, Jim Painter and Caro! 
Hama Chang. pencil drawings by Brenda Hill, photographs by 
David Baine and prints by Gerard Fiterman * Through March 


LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave (990-1161) * CARVING THE 
LANDSCAPE:Paintings by Teresa Healy * Mar. 2-17 ¢ Opening 
teception: Sat, Mar, 3{2-pm), artist in attendance 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 10248-106 St (423-5353) * Main 
Space: ¢ BLACK AND WHITE THINKING: Drawings by David 
Cantine © HERE THEY ARE: Portrait paintings by Natalie 
Danchuk Until Mar 17 


LITTLE CHURCH GALLERY 455 King St, Spruce Grove (962- 
0664) ¢ Open: Tue-Sat 12-5pm * SCAPES AND INSTRUCTORS 
© Until Mar. 3 


LOFT GALLERY AJ Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 Broadmoor Blvd, 
Sherwood Park 467 (4481) © Open Sat 10am4pm: Thu 59pm 
* Artworks by Audrey Josephson, Nei! Horswill, Deanna 
Corrigan, Margaret Klappsteim, Linda McEachem, Loma Kemp, 
and Darlene Schacher # Until Mar. 3 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 6440-112 St (407-7152) 
* Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm * A CENTURY OF CARING AND 
INNOVATION: Hospital Centennial Exhibition © Until Apr. 4 
Opening reception: Fri, Mar. 2 (3-7:30pm) 


MCPAG 5411-51 St. Stony Plain (953-2777) * Open Mon-Sat 
1am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm © SPIRIT FIRE:Paintings and 
drawings by Danielle Zyp, until Mar 21 * Dining Room 
Gallery: West 4 Art Group; until Mar. 29 

MINISTIK SCULPTURE STUDIO 37 Bristol Estates, 51049 
Range Road 214, Sherwood Park (662-4160) © Sculptures by 
Horst D. open studio 

MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert 
Place, St. Albert (459-1528) A BRIGHTER FUTURE: THE 
GROWTH OF AGRICULTURE IN ST. ALBERT: Until Apr 8 

NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stollery Gallery. 
9704-111 Ave (474-7611) © Open: Mon/Wed/Fri $:30am-2:30pm; 
Tues/Thu 9:30am-~4pm, 6-Spmn © NINE TO NINE AT NINA'S: New 
artworks by Nina Haggerty Centre artists Until Mar 9 © 
Opening reception with artists: Mar. 1 (4-7pm) 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-112 St (452-0286) « 


% 


Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm; Thu 10am-Bpm © MULTIPLE VIEWS: 
Recent paintings by Guiseppe Albi * Until Mar. 14 
PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street. St Albert 
(460-4310) * Open: Tue-Sat (10am-5pm), Thu (10am-8pm) # 
CHAOS THEORY: Artworks by John Noestheden, Loanne 
Schachtel and Clint Wilson, until Mar. 2 * FORM AND POTEN- 
TIAL: Artworks by Pierre Bataillard, and Benjamin Oswald; Mar. 
15-Apr. 7 * Opening reception: Thu, Mar. 15(?7-9pm) * Drop-in 
art for the artist at heart. Mar. 14 (?-9pm); $10 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 Roper Ad (427- 
1750) * Open: Tue-Sat, Wed 9am-4:30pm * THE GREAT 
WESTERN GARMENT COMPANY. Founded in 1911 and now 
‘owned by Levis Strauss and Co. {Canada} Inc, the history of 
garment workers offers a glimpse of the history of all working 
people in this city, Exhibit features information panels, photo- 
graphs and clothing * Until Apr. 27 

‘SCOTT GALLERY 1041-124 St (483-3619) * Open Tue-Sat 
10am-Spm © TWILIGHT ON THE PRAIRIE: New artworks by 
Jim Davies * Mar. 3-20 * Opening reception: Sat, Mar, 3 (2- 
4pm) artist in attendance 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) Open Tue-Sat 12- 
Spm * ART OF THE ANKARA EX-LIBRIS SOCIETY: Small print- 
works by artists of the Ankara Ex-libris Society of Turkey * 
Mar, 1-Apr. 14 * Opening reception: with artist, Hasip Pektas, 
Fri, Mar. 9 {7-Spm)} 

TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St (452-9100/451- 
3344) ¢ Explorer Gallery: LEGO® Secrets of the Pharaohs; 
until May 6 


URBAN ROOTS SALON AND GALLERY 10418-82 Ave behind 
Sapphires (438-7978) * ALIVE AND WELL IN THE MIDST OF THE 
VOID: Paintings by Michael Schoenay * Until Mar. 12 


VAAA GALLERY 31< Fi, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St (421- 
1731) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm # CHARACTERS: 
Hats by Michelle Leavitt-Djonlic and felted sculptures by Renee 
van der Putten * Until Mar. 31 


LITERARY 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9524-76 Ave [469-8755] * Story Slam: An 
‘opportunity for writers to share their work, explore their talents 
and show off * Third Wed each month * $5 (donation) 


CASTLE ROCK PUB 570 St Albert Road © Poet's Ink. Writing 
evenings every Sunday (7-9pm) except fong weekends, holidays and 
summer months 


(CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave (433-2932) * TALES. month- 
ly Storytelling Circle: Tell stories or come to listen ® Second Fri of 
each month (8-10pm) until June * $3 (first time free) 


HULBERT'S CAFE 7601-115 St © The Olive Reading Series * 2nd 
Tue each month 


KASBAR LOUNGE Basement of Yianni’s Taverna, 10444 Whyte 
Ave (914-8620) * Rapture Open stage poetry with the Raving Poets 
band every Wed (sign-up: 7:30pm; show: 8pm) until May 30 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave © Music, poetry, and per- 
formance art open stage hosted by the Naked Eclectic Electric 
Orchestra * Every Thu (8pm) 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL 10475-0 Ave (423-2932) # Story Café: 
TALES © First Thu of ea month, through to June {7-Spm) * Celtic 
Heart-Story Café: Featuring storytellers Kathy Jessup, Kate Quinn 
and Bethany Ellis, presented by TALES Edmonton. Followed by open 
mic, tell your story * Thu, Mar. 1 (7-9pm) $5 cover 


‘STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron Street, St. Albert (460-5993) * Open. 
Thu 12-8pm; Fri 10am-Gpm; Sat 10am-Spm * FACES AND MORE 
Astworks by Richard Lipscombe * Mar 3-31* Opening reception: 
Sat, Mar. 3 (1-4pm) 


UPPER CRUST BISTRO 10909-86 Ave * Stroll of Poets 
Poets’ Haven: Reading series is an opportunity for poetry 
enthusiasts to enjoy poetry in an intimate café setting every 
Mon night: through to Mar. {7-9pm) * $5 (door, incl. coffee, 
tea and poetry) * Jocko Benoit, Lisa Gunther, Rusti Lehay, and 
Pritam Atwal; Mar. 5 * Dorothy Ansdell, Milton Spracklin, 
Consarcia Mendoza, and Taras Toroshenko; Mar. 12 ¢ Angela 
Dekort, Jacquie Sell, Nicole Pekan, and Tracey Murray; Mar. 19 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (469-4999) 
* Thu (8:30pm), $11, Fri (8:30pm), $20; Sat(8pm), $20; Sat 
(10:30pm), $20 * Every Wed (8:30pm): Wacky Wednesday; $5 
* Jason Blanchard; Mar. 1-3 ¢ Wes Zaharuk, Mar 8-10 © 
Warren B. Hall; Mar 15-17 


THE COMIC STRIP 1645 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 St (483 


CANADIAN COLLEGE of 
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§999) * Open: nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 10:30pm, Sat 8pm and 
pate, Senko Kivi Rogers; Mar 7-10 © Mitch Fatel; 
ar. 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET (ondonderry Mall (481-9857) 
* Open: Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat Spm and 10:30pm © Wed Get 
Your Yuk's, professional comedy night: $5 © Sun: Industry 
Night; $10 * Nikki Payne; Mar, 16-17 


THEATRE 


ANTIGONE Planet ZE Design Centre, 1055-80 Ave (4201757) 
* Jean Anoulh Multimedia Theatre Production * In an ancient 
kingdom ruled by fear and oppression, one woman risks every- 
thing to take a stand. She stands alone, knowing that the penalty 
for her actions is death * Until Mar, 10 (Fri-Sat 8pm; Sat 2pm; Sun. 
7pm) * $15 (adult//$10 (student/senior) at TIX on the Square, door 


BIRD BRAIN Citadel Rice Theatre, 9828-101 Ave(425-1820/425- 
2127) * By Ver Thiessen, based on the story by Albert Wendt * 

For people living on Hat Street, life is simple. Everyone has to wear ‘ 
@ hat-all the time. But something unexpected happens when one 
person decides he can't abide by the rules * Mar. 5-18 « 
Recommended for children 5-12 years of age, Kindergarten-Grade 6 
Followed by 4 5-10 minute Question and Answer period with the 
cast * Tickets available at the Citadel Theatre box office 


CATS IN CONCERT Varscona Theatre, 10329 83rd Ave (433- 
3999, mailbox 2) * A concert performance of Andrew Lloyd 
Webber's musical based on TS, Eliot's Old Possum’s Book of 
Practical Cats * Sun, Mar. 4 (8pm) * $20 (Teatro 
subseribers/Die-Nasty memberl/$25 (admission incl. a post-per- 
formance reception with the cast); a fundraiser for Teatro La 
Quindicina * Tickets available by phone, Varscona box office 


THE CONSTANT WIFE Citadel Shoctor Theatre, 9828-1014 Ave 
(425-1820) * Social comedy by Somerset Maugham, starring 
Fiona Reid and Douglas Beattie. Rules are the basis of society 
and it is everyone's responsibility to follow them, except for 
Constance Middleton. As the story twists and tums, so do 
Constance Middleton's plans * Until Mar. 4 © Tickets available 
at the Citadel Theatre box office 


CRAZY GARY'S MOBILE DISCO PCI Studio, Trans-Alta Arts 
Bams, 10330-84 Ave (420-1757) * Presented by Mutt's Nuts, by 
Gary Owen, directed by Michael Cowie * The story of one 
Saturday night in a small town, One bar, one party and three 
guys stuck with their school reputations: the gimp, the geek and 
the bully * Until Mar. 3 * $18 (adult)/$15 (student/senior) at 
TIX on the Square 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (448-0695) * A 
hilarious, live, improvised soap opera * Every Mon to the end of 
May ® Tickets available at the door (7pm) 


THE ENCHANTMENT Cité Francophone, 8627 rue Maries 
Anne-Gaboury (420-1757) * Workshop West and Azimuth 
Theatre present Theatre Yes's musical production of 
Enchantment. an adult fairy tale inspired by Goblin Market by 
Christina Rossetti. Two orphaned girls are banished to a musty 
manor and seduced by goblins ® Mar. 9-25 (Tue-Sat 8pm; Sun 
Zpm) # $23 (adult)/$19 (student/senior) at TIX on the Square 


FIVE WOMEN WEARING THE SAME DRESS PCL Studio, 
TransAlta Arts Barns, 10330 84 Ave (420-1757) * By Alan Ball, 
presented by PETS Productions with the Intemational Women's 
Day Committee * Five reluctant and identically clad bridesmaids 
try to escape a wedding reception, each with a unique reason for 
avoiding the festivities. Warning; smoking, nudity, coarse lan- 
quage and adult themes * Mar. 8-10 (8pm) * $25 at TIX On The 
Square; fundraiser for Women Building Futures 


THE FLY FISHER’S COMPANION The Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Ave (434-5564/420-1757) ¢ By Michael Melski, 
directed by James Defelice, presented by Shadow Theatre, 
featuring Glenn Nelson and John Wright as war veterans who 
shate a troubled past * Mar. 15-Apr. 1 Tickets available at 
Shadow Theatre, TIX on the Square 


FRANKENSTEIN Catalyst Theatre, 8529 Gateway Boulevard 
(431-1750/420-1757) * Catalyst Theatre presents Jonathan 
Christenson’s adaptation of Mary Shelley's classic gothic novel 
with choreography by Laura Krewski * Mar, 8-25 (8pm), no per- 
formances Mon * $21 (adult)/$16 (student/senior) at Catalyst 
Theatre, TIX on the Square 


THE FULL MONTY John |. Haar Theatre, 10045-155 St, (420- 
1757) * Grant MacEwan College, Theatre Arts presents this 
musical about a group of down-and-out guys who find a differ- 
ent way to pay the rent * Mar, 9-17 * $13 (adult)/$8 (stu- 
dent/senior) at TIX on the Square 


GYPSY Festival Place, Sherwood Park (449-3378) * By Arthur 
Larents, music by Jule Styne and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim, 
choreographed by Sharon Richardson, presented by Sherard 
Musical Theatre Association * Set in the “20s vaudeville era this 
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isa story of the ultimate pu 
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everyone) available at the Festival Place Box Office, 


HARD SELL The Third Space, 1516-103 St ilenGs 
1757) * Norther Light Theatre presents this absurd black 
comedy by Craig Baxter. This play focuses on the nature of 
power and those who abuse it as two police officers take the 
Jaw into their own hands * Mar. 9-18 (8pm) * $20 {opening 
night)/$18 (adult}/$15 (student/senior), Tue, Mar. 13: Two-For- 
One: Wed, Mar. 14; Pay-What-You-Can © Tickets available at 
Northern Light Theatre's box office, TIX on the Square 


HOUSE OF CATS Varscona Theatre (433-3399, Voice box 
#1/420-1757) * Comedy by Cathleen Rootsaert, presented by 
Teatro La Quindicina ¢ A hapless bylaw officer investigates a 
highly concentrated feline presence in 3 bungalow shared by 
two sisters and learns that in certain circumstances the lines 
‘separating what's obsessive, what's crazy, and what's just plain 
fun can be blurred * Until Mar. 3 (Tue-Sat: 8pm; Sat matinees: 
2pm) © $20 (adult)/$17 (student/senior/Equity); Sat matinees 
Mar. 3: $10 * Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


THE HULLABALOO REVUE Jekyll and Hyde Pub, 10610-100 
Ave (994-0854) * No Bones Theatre presents an evening of 
theatre, music and stand-up comedy featuring Cut to the Chase 
by Christopher Schulz, Beef Junkies by Jonathon Dorf, and the 
comedic musical stylings of Cockatrice. Hosted by Fred the 
Carrot * $10 (door) * Mar. 2-5 (8pm) 


IMAGEPALOOZAI Jekyll and Hyde Pub and Restaurant, 
10610-100 Ave * Presented by Image Theatre * A hodge- 
podge of local artists, performers and writers. Continuing from 
the success of last year's Imagepaloozal, Image Theatre brings 
8 wide variety of short plays, monologues and performance art 
to the intimate venue of the Jekyll and Hyde stage * Mar. 29- 
31, Apr. 5-7, 6:30pm (door) * $10 (door) 


JEREMY FISHER Stanley A. Milner Libraty Theatre, 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq (420-1757) * Concrete Theatre * By 
Mohamed Rovabhi, translated by Mieko Ouchi. The story of an 
old fishing couple are surprised with the birth of a sweet 
young son but quickly come to realise he’s different * Mar. 2 
(7pm) * $16 {adult)/$12 (student/senior)/$8 (child under 12) 
available at TIX on the Square, door 


MAGGIE'S GETTING MARRIED Mayfield Dinner Theatre (1- 
800-661-9804) * By Norm Foster ® Until Apr. 15 # $39-$75 


MAGICAL MYSTERY TOUR-SONGS OF THE BEETLES 
Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 882-170 Street, WEM (484-2424) 


© Until Apr 1 


MONSTER The Roxy Theatre (420-1757) * Presented by Kill 
Your Television Theatre, a humorous, one-man, multi-character 
exploration about the dark side of human nature by Daniel 
Maclvor and Daniel Brooks, starring Nathan Cuckow * Mar. 14 
(preview); Mar. 15-25 (Tue-Sat 8pm, Sun 2pm) * Preview night: 
Mar. 14: $15; Opening night: $19 available only at Theatre 
Network; other performances: $19 (adult)/$15 student/senior) 
at TIX on the Square 


THE OVERCOAT Citadel Shoctor Theatre, 9828-101A Ave 
(425-1820) * Based on the short story by Nikolai Gogol, stage 
play by Morris Panych and Wendy Gorling, starring Peter 
Anderson * The Overcoat integrates physical theatre and the 
sweeping music of Shostakovich to tell a richly detailed story 
of the transformation of a common man's ordinary life when he 
acquires a beautiful new coat. His identity changes, his place 
in Society shifts, and his life is shattered * Mar. 17-Apr 8 « 
Tickets available at the Citadel Theatre box office 


‘THE SECRET ART Festival Place, 100 Festival Way, Sherwood 
Park (449-3378) # Jeff McBride and Eugene Berger magical per- 
formers in The Secret Art. Their sense of showmanship combine 
disciplines from around the world, including pantomime, sleight 
of hand, dance, Grumming. grand illusion and Kabuki theatre * 
Sat, Mar. 17 (7:30pm) * $30 (cabaret tables), $28 (boxes), $26 
(theatre seats) at the Festival Plave bax office, TicketMaster 


TEMPTING PROVIDENCE Arden Theatre, 5 St. Anne Street, St 
Albert (459-1542/451-8000) ® An uplifting story of love and 
endurance presented by Theatre Newfoundland Labrador, written 
by Robert Chafe © For more than 50 years, Nurse Myra Bennett 
traveled by foot, horse and dogsled over dangerous terrain and 
through all kinds of weather to deliver babies, set bones and 
save lives * Sat, Mar, 10 (8pm) © $25 (adult)/$18 (student/sen- 
ior) at the Arden Theatre box office, TicketMaster- 


TWELFTH NIGHT/WOYZECK MacEwan's Theatre Lab first 
floor at the Centre for the Arts Campus, 10045-1596 St (420- 
1757) « Grant MacEwan College. Theatre Arts presents 
Shakespeare's comedy Twelfth Night as well as Woyzeck by 
Georg Buchne, a hallucinatory tale about a young soldier who 
is bullied and subjected to bizarre medical experimentation * 
Mar, 14-18 © $7 at TIX on the Square, door 
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y amuel Beckett (1906-1989) 
robably did more to 

define theatre in its 

pure: nse than any 
other playwright of the 


both century. THIS ROCKS 
Many regard his novels and stories 


as his superior work, but it’s the 
plays—Waiting For Godot and 
Endgame among them—that seized 
upon the pantlegs of modern despair 
most startlingly, that proposed the 
ost revolutionary and exactingly 
austere aesthetic, that, aligned and 
concurrent with existentialism, cap- 
tured the popular imagination at a 
moment when theatre and philosophy 
were still integral cultural conduits. 
Beckett was also the most nitpicky 
of playwrights, and, thanks to the vig- 
jlant watchdogs overseeing his legacy, 
remains so. Anyone wanting to pro- 
duce Beckett is obliged to abide the 
minutiae of his stage directions: any 
ariation on lines or even number of 
steps an actor takes is cause for law- 
suit. However, nobody, far as I can 
ell, ever said anything about the 
movies. 7 
Part of Metro Cinema's Irish Film 
Fest, Beckett on Film: A Selection 
compiles seven entries from a longer 
eries of Beckett adaptations devel- 
oped by Gate Theatre Artistic Director 
ichael Colgin with the hope of 
introducing Beckett to a broader 
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e | ay Martin Scorsese looks 
days. He's barely recognizable as 
the same intense, Mephistophelean guy 
n those photos taken on the set of Taxi 
Driver or Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore 
or The Last Waltz, with that black, incon- 
gruously aristocratic beard and those 
hard, dark little eyes—there’s a cruel, 
brooding expression on his face, as if 
Someone already told him he'd have to 
Wait 30 years before he would finally win 
an Oscar ; 
Nowadays, he’s likable ol’ Marty: 
everyone's favourite movie-crazy Italian 
uncle, with the Swifty Lazar eyeglasses, 
the Groucho Marx eyebrows, the Giorgio 
‘Armani suits and the world-beating grin. 
The old Scorsese's most characteristic 
onscreen appearance was as the 
Sociopath Travis Bickle picks up one night 
\ Taxi Driver, and who delivers that long, 
®reepy monologue about his twisted plan 
to kill his cheating wife. When the new 


| SUN, MARA (9 PM) 

= | BECKETT ON FILM: 
c= | A SELECTION 

> | CIRECTED BY VARIOUS FILMMAKERS 

: WRITTEN BY SAMUEL BECKETT 
STARRING JEREMY IRONS, ALAN RICKMAN, 


ARISTIN SCOTT THOMAS, HAROLD PINTER 
METRO CINEMA $10 


audience and with the conviction that 
Beckett's plays might be even better 
served on film. 

I've seen six of the seven and con- 
fess to finding the whole enterprise 
rather dubious. Beckett's work, how- 
ever trying some might find it, remains 
vital partly because it’s so intrinsically 
anchored in the theatrical experience, 


~ in a captive audience being locked in 


a stark space with characters that 
reflect back to us our humblest selves. 
With some obvious exceptions, lan- 
guage is of the essence, with Beckett 
gradually compressing it as ruthlessly 
as possible—even when texts are 
repeated verbatim. Action is often per- 
versely limited, sometimes prohibiting 
actors from moving or even showing 
their bodies. Dominant themes include 
perpetual stasis and irreconcilable dif- 
ferences. 


IF ALL THIS DOESN'T CRY out for cine- 


matic realization, then let's just 
applaud the experiment. Since these 
pieces were all made back in 2000, I'll 


Scorsese appears onscreen, he’s usually a 
genial, self-mocking version of himseli— 
as an excitable pufferfish in Shark Tale or, 
best of all, his cameo in The Muse, telling 
Albert Brooks about his plan to remake 
Raging Bull... only this time “with a real- 
ly skinny guy!” 

lt wasn't a remake of Raging Bull that 
finally earned Scorsese his long-overdue 
Oscar last Sunday, of course, but a 
remake of the Hong Kong police thriller 
Infemal Affairs (although Scorsese never 
mentioned it by name, Oscar-winning 
screenwriter William Monahan never 
mentioned it at all and the voiceover 
announcer mistakenly identified it as a 
Japanese movie). 

Was The Departed Scorsese's best 
work? Hardly—in fact, I'd argue that 
Scorsese's onetime leading man, Robert 
De Niro, directed a much more ambitious 
and thematically complex film this year, 
the underrated The Good Shepherd—but 
The Departed was nevertheless a crack- 
erjack entertainment, directed with 
enough unmistakable Scorsese panache 
to prevent the award from becoming an 
Al Pacino/Scent of a Woman embarrass- 
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ae play's the thing, especially when it’s onscreen 


address them in the order in which 
Beckett wrote them, which, by luck, 
allows me to save the best for last. 


In Act Without Words II, after being 
prodded, a guy emerges from a sack, 
dresses and undresses, does calis- 
thenics, checks his watch, takes his 
medication, says his prayers, etc. A 
second guy is prodded and goes about 
more or less the same routine, albeit 


ment. And it was definitely cool to see 
Scorsese accepting the award from 
George Lucas, Francis Ford Coppola and 
Steven Spielberg—and to see the usual- 
ly humourless Lucas making a good- 
natured joke at his own expense about 
his own lack of Oscars. (What with 
William Friedkin watching his wife, 
Sherry Lansing, win the Jean Hersholt 
Humanitarian Award, half the cast of 
Fasy Rider and Raging Bull seemed to be 
sitting in the audience.) 


ITS T00 BAD THAT the producers failed 
to do right by the night's other legendarily 
Oscarless Italian honoree: composer 
Ennio Morricone, who won a well- 
deserved lifetime achievement award. 
The entire segment was a disaster in the 
middle of an otherwise quite well-pro- 
duced show: from Clint Eastwood's falter- 
ing introduction to Céline Dion's 
forgettable “world premiere” perform- 
ance of a new Morricone song (actually 
his fove theme from Once Upon a Time in 
America with atrocious new lyrics by 
Alan and Marilyn Bergman) to a poorly 
conceived montage that not only empha- 


FILM 


with more gusto. Director Enda Hugh- 
es has fun paying homage to the silent 
comedies that so deeply influenced 
Beckett, yet the pathos inherent in this 
Sisyphusian sketch is severely dimin- 
ished by the flatness of the style and 
distancing effect of the medium itself. 
Rough for Theaire I fares better. 
Two old codgers, one blind (David 
Kelly), the other crippled (Milo 


ol’ Marty had to win an Oscar for his dear 


sized Morricone’s more conventional late- 
period scores for films like Ma/éna over 
the insanely experimental, groundbreak- 
ing music he churned out for dozens of 
cheap ‘60s and ‘70s Italian thrillers and 
horror flicks—but also, annoyingly, kept 
playing Morricone’s themes over scenes 
they were never written for. 

It pleased me, however, to hear Morri- 
cone deliver his acceptance speech in 
ltalian—especially after the montage of 
scenes from previous Best Foreign Lan- 
guage Film winners, which (like most 
trailers for foreign films) barely contained 
a single word of dialogue—a glaring 
demonstration of timidity on the part of 
the show's producers, who proudly touted 
this year's awards as “the most interna- 
tional Oscars ever.” 

Come to think of it, though, the foreign 
winners—The Lives of Others director 
Florian Henckel von Donnesmarck, Babel 
composer Gustavo Santaolalla, all the 
winners from Pan‘s Labyrinth—all 
seemed notably more poised during their 
acceptance speeches than the American 
winners. Alan Arkin, Forest Whitaker, 
William Monahan ... what's with all these 


O'Shea), meet in an otherwise unin- 
habited city of rubble, perhaps the 
aftermath of a nuclear winter. As with 
Godot, partnership is negotiated with 
little success. Directed by Kieron 
Walsh, the film benefits from simple 
smooth and assured camerawork, 
and from Kelly's remarkable face 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 30 


Departed 


trained performers and writers holding 
their heads down and reading their 
speeches off dog-eared sheets of paper 
with the stilted cadences of middle- 
school students running for class presi- 
dent? At least Helen Mirren handled her 
Best Actress acceptance speech for The 
Queen with some poise and panache— 
although do you think her decision to 
carry her handbag up onstage with her is 
a sign that she still hasn't shaken off the 
Queen Elizabeth character yet? 

My favorite Oscar-night moment, how- 
ever, wasn't provided by any of the pre- 
senters: it was the beautifully idiotic 
introduction of Best Foreign Language film 
co-presenters Penélope Cruz and Hugh 
Jackman as “the star of Volver ... and 
“Volverine” himself!" (Shades of the 
Simpsons episode where Brooke Shields 
and Krusty the Clown were introduced at 
an awards show as “the star of The Blue 
Lagoon ... and the blue-haired goon!") 
That's the Oscars | know and love: daz- 
zlingly glamourous yet terminally clueless, 
like a starlet striding down the red carpet 
in a Valentino gown ... and then walking 
smack-dab into a telephone pole. w 
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Travellers left behind in Pavee Lackeen 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 

pe of ep bess Bins ote ee 
O== to Metro Cin- 

ema this weekend 
for one screening only as 
part of the Irish Film Fest. 
Pavee Lackeen: The Trav- TES 
eller Girl begins with a meeting 
between callow youth and wise old age. 

Winnie is seeing a fortune-teller 
whe tells her to “follow your head ... 
not your heart, your head.” Winnie lis- 
tens, mouth slightly open, her eyes 
wide, as the woman offers more life 
lessons than predictions. 

It's a warmly humorous scene that 
becomes all the more poignant as we 
follow Winnie (Winnie Maughan) back 
into her life. She's a Traveller (a gypsy- 
like, indigenous group in Ireland with 
their own vanishing language, Cant) 
who lives in a trailer on council land 
in an industrial area of Dublin with her 
mother Rose (Rose Maughan) and four 
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PAVEE LACKEEN: 
THE TRAVELLER GIRL 
DIRECTED BY PERRY OGDEN 

WRITTEN BY OER, MARK VENNER 

STARRING WINE MAUGHAN, ROSE MAUGHAN 
ROSIE MAUGHAN 

METRO CEMA, 10 


of her 10 siblings; one brother is in 
and out of jail while at least one sister 
has married and left. At a school for 
Traveller children, she fights with chil- 
dren who mock her for being father- 
less. Sent home for the week, she 
drifts in and out of Dublin shops, 
fetches water or petrol for the trailer, 
spends time with her mother or plays 
with sister Rosie (Rosie Maughan). 

As director Perry Ogden chronicles 
the family (actual Travellers them- 
selves), the film becomes more docu- 
mentary than drama even as lyric 
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images whisper past: a scrunchee on a 
water tap, a boy playing with a dog on 
a mattress outside, Winnie fishing coins 
out of a public fountain. There are 
bursts of sound from the rumble of cars 
going past the roadside house. And we 
watch the people onscreen simply offer 
their real selves to the camera. 


IN ITS STYLE AND SUBJECT, Pavee Lack- 


een evokes, most obviously, the Dard- 
ennes’ Rosetta (who lives in a trailer 
park with her mother), defying us to 
judge its people and world. This film 
about childhood also connects with the 
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poetic Ratcatcher, George Washington 
and Nobody Knows, the inner-city 
worlds of Kids and The Wire, and the 
bracing social realism of Ken Loach’s 
Sweet Sixteen (Ogden, who wrote a 
book about street kids, was much influ- 
enced by Alan Clarke's films of adoles- 
cents abandoned by Thatcher's Britain). 

The Dardennes set an impossibly 
high standard; few filmmakers can so 
expertly weave a rope of tension and 
then snap it into place as they. A few 
early scenes here do seem a little 
slack, though, with the realism of the 
scenes not intense enough. Yet the film 
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offers, in its place, a raw, slow-burnin, 
melancholy as the scrappy, rag-t.,, 
family struggles on. Winnie's unf, 
cused conversations with adult author. 
ity figures contrast starkly with he, 
sharp street-sense or her brief connec 
tions with immigrant shop-owners. 

Winnie’s family, more so than the 
nation’s newcomers, have been left jn 
the gutters by the rush of Ireland's 
booming Euroconomy, jammed in {he 
cracks of the system. Diligent socia| 
workers and concerned relatives cay 
do little as the local council silentjy 
shunts the Travellers out of sight and 
out of mind, down the road from the 
latest building project. _ 

So starkly and immediately does 
Pavee Lackeen immerse us in its worl: 
that it’s easy to miss visual motifs 
(bars, fountains) and the spare ele 
gance of the dialogue. Scenes of sma 
comfort or quiet struggle build the 
film’s unassuming intimacy: Winnie 
sifting through clothes inside a dona 
tion box, Winnie roaming the aisles in 
a souvenir shop selling the image oj 
an Ireland full of leprechauns and 
shamrocks, Winnie and her siste; 
dressed up for a night out, eating 
chips on a dark corner. 

In the end, as Winnie fades away 
into the landscape, Pavee Lackee; 
burns itself into the memory. But is it 
enough to ensure that Natives in 
Edmonton, Travellers in Ireland, and 
so many more marginalized by thei: 
own rich countries, will no longer be 
left behind? w 


, 


Robin WRIGHT PENN 


dfiitentaciated, writhin, 
and moaning, and that tie THS SK 
sled, sweaty, strawberry blonde mop. 
pecked-out in trailer-trash fashions 
that stop just short of a beaded cat 
shirt—and hemmed just short of nip- 
ples and labia—you might rtot recog- 
nize Christina Ricci at first. 
But then what other name actress 
would, or could, play what must be 
one of very few female nymphomani- 
ac protagonists in mainstream Ameri- 
can movies? (Okay, maybe Britney 
Murphy. Maybe.) 
Set in some fecund little Tennessee 
backwater, Black Snake Moan has 
Ricci's Rae aching something fierce 
for some action only seconds after her 

boyfriend (an interestingly cast Justin 
Timberlake) leaves for Iraq. The urge 
overtakes her so fast that the very 
next sequence illustrates the film’s 
title without a whiff of ambiguity: Rae 
moaning in a motel room while get- 
ting her fix from something decidedly 
black and serpentine. 

Meanwhile, poor old farmer and 
former bluesman Lazarus (Samuel L 
Jackson) is mowing over the rose gar- 
den once nurtured by his beloved 
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WAZ 
SNAKE 
WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY CRAIG BREWER, 
| STARRING SAMUEL JAXU CHRISTA RCL 
T USTINTIERLAKE, JOHN COTHRAN 


Rose. Just like Rae, his baby done 
leaved him—for his brother, no less— 
and it’s got him brimming with violent 
urges as fevered as Rae's sexual ones. 
Rae's wild indiscretion regarding her 
selection of lovers steers her toward 
bad company: after a night of getting 
wasted and screwed, some evil shit 
beats her, dumps her from his pick-up, 
leaving her in a heap on a lonely coun- 
try road, Rae’s discovered the next 
morning by the wisely police-shy 
Lazarus and slowly nursed back to 
health in his house. She also wakes to 
find she’s chained to the radiator: her 
treatment it seems is involuntary, as 
Lazarus, with his preacherly aspira- 
tions, aims not only to mend her cuts 
but also cure her of her wickedness. 


IVS IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD of a com- 
pliment to say I’m not sure what to 
make of Black Snake Moan. It's cer- 
tainly one of the craziest mainstream 
movies you're likely to come across. 
It's also essentially—or, at least, osten- 
sibly—about healing, making peace 
with a higher power and recognizing 


‘Hear the ho-hum of the 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
robably like a lot of disaffected 
Preerses girls, I rav- 
aged books about 
other disaffected young 
women. I especially had a 
thing for drugs and women TSIS tk 
in both fiction and non. I devoured Go 
Ask Alice, Christiane F and Edie: An 
American Biography. 

While it was some time ago that I 
read Edie, | don’t remember her being 
quite as vacuous as she is in the first 
half of George Hickenlooper’s Factory 
Girl. And she certainly couldn't have 
been as dull. 

Factory Girl begins with a cherub- 
cheeked, blue-blooded Edie (Sienna 
Miller) talking excitedly about how 
Andy Warhol is changing the face of 
art and about her move to New York 
City, about all of the possibilities. And 
almost as soon as she arrives in the 
Big Apple, she meets the iconic artist 
(Guy Pearce), they become fast friends, 
and she gets caught up in life at the 
Factory. 

Here's Edie and Andy walking 
through Central Park, there’s Edie and 
Andy thick as thieves talking on the 
phone, and there they are searching 
for each other’s eyes across a crowd- 
ed party floor. Everything is perfect. 

But when Edie meets Billy Quinn 
(horribly miscast Hayden Chris- 
tensen), things that didn’t seem so 
become topsy-turvy. 

(Now, I'll have to explain that Billy 
Quinn is ostensibly Bob Dylan, but 
apparently Dylan refused to be tied to 
this project in any way. So’when I tell 
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FACTORY GIRL 

DIRECTED BY HICKENLOOPER 

WRITTEN BY AARON RICHARD GOLUB, CAPTAIN 
MAUZER, SIMON MONJACK 

STARRING SIENNA MILLER, GUY PEARCE, HAYDEN 
CHRISTENSEN, JIMMY FALLON 


you that Billy is painted as this saviour, 
as this straight shooter not terribly 
caught up in the drug scene, aside from 
weed—well, I have to call bullshit.) 
Billy and Andy have an immediate 
dislike for each other, portrayed as 
rivals for Edie’s affections, and their 
rivalry seems to be the catalyst for the 
toppling of Edie’s precarious emotion- 
al balance, as well as the tipping point 
for when things get more interesting. 


HER DRUG HABIT spirals horribly out of 
control (even though there was very 
little build up of this side of her life), 
Andy is increasingly painted as a 
blood sucker out for her money and 
her humiliation, and her Factory It- 
Girl crown becomes tamished. 

The problem here is that Hicken- 
looper never really gives us reason to 
care about Edie. Very early on she is 
labelled “poor little rich girl,” and the 
film rarely digs deeper than that. 
Miller is definitely the highlight, 
dredging what she can from the 
script, but ultimately, the brief inter- 
view outtakes of Edie's friends and 
family during the credit-roll paint an 
infinitely more interesting portrait of 
Edie than Hickenlooper managed in 
the preceding 90 minutes. 

This shallowness is compounded 


BIOPIC 


the value of hard-earned friendship. 
But the narrative’s shift toward salva- 
tion isn’t entirely convincing. 

Written and directed by Craig Brew- 
er, it’s very confident with style: his 
crosscutting between Lazarus clean- 
ing house and Rae getting loaded is 
electric; his footnote insertion of docu- 
mentary footage of Son House analyz- 
ing the blues is inspired. Like Brewer's 
hit Hustle & Flow, it's driven by a 
vibrant, awed feeling for American 
music. It's probably more accurate to 
describe Black Snake Moan as a movie 
about the blues than about any believ- 
able dramatic scenario. 


Factory Girl 


by the fact that both Pearce and Chris- 
tensen do very little to enhance the 
film. It almost seems as though 
Pearce is trying to be Val Kilmer act- 
ing out a role—if that makes sense— 
like he studied how Kilmer would do 
it instead of Warhol himself. He just 
doesn’t seem to take the direct route 
to the character. And Christensen as 
is wooden as they come, playing his 
Dylan role like a stoic John Wayne. 
There are problems aplenty with the 
film, but the biggest one seems to be 
that it is completely ho-hum, How is 
this is possible? We're talking about 
people who were fashionista trend- 
setters, yes, but they were also actively 
breaking culture out of its stodgy ‘50s 
confines. Unfortunately, Factory Girl 
feels little more than a story about a 
slightly more interesting Paris Hilton. w 
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Exchanging the Kangol cap and 
shades for denim shirts and a frizzy, 
balding head, Jackson seems modelled 
after late bluesman RL Burnside, to 
whom the film’s dedicated. He howls 


NAKE ViOdNn 


and sing-speaks his numerous blues 
numbers with the same fiery conviction 
he brought to summoning the name of 
the Lord in Pulp Fiction. He gives a fun 
imminently charming performance 
alternately tender, soulful and full of 
wrath, though he sometimes seems to 
be coasting on sheer vocal force 
Black Snake Moan's probably best 
seen as Ricci’s chance to shine. She’s 
the better practiced of the two in truly 
nutso movies with little reverence 
toward consistency of tone (ie Buffalo 
66) Her willingness to throw Herel 


but even more so is the energy bolts 
brings. Rae, obviously, has a deeply 
troubled past to deal with before she 
can overcome her alarming promiscu- 
ity, but Ricci has an uncanny wa 
making Rae seem unapologetically 
alive whether she’s beaming with 
love, horny as a wildcat or getting 
straight with Jesus. vw ‘ 
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Film finds present Days of Glory in 
a story from the past 


OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 


s Clint Eastwood demonstrat- 
ed twice this year, 
we'll never run out 


of war stories. For every 

battle and every casualty THIS RocKS 
you have two stories—one 

from either side of the bullet. Some 
stories are more timely than others. 
Days of Glory is the Oscar nominated 
picture from France and Algeria that is 
perhaps more relevant today than it 
was during the Second World War. 


CARNEAU 


DAYS oF GLORY 


DAYS OF GLORY 
NIGHTLY 7:00 & 9:15PM 
SAT & SUM MATINEE 2:00 
cea inl eased San 


2-DAYS ANIMATING 


From Quickdraw Animation 
Society, Richard Reeves 
gives a 2 day workshop on 
animation, cameraless film- 
making and scratch. A 
unique opportunity. 


info@fava.ca 
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DAYS OF GLORY 

DVRECTED BY RACHID BOUCHAREB 
WRITTEN BY BOUCHAREB, OLIER LOREELE 
STARRING JAMEL DEBBOUZE SAMY HACE 
ROSCHDY EM, SAMI BOUAILA 


DRAMA 


It tells the forgotten story of the 
7th Algerian Infantry comprised of 
ill-trained North Africans who enlist- 
ed in the war to help France defeat 
its Nazi invaders. It was a time when 
Muslim and Western nations were 
interdependent and united in a com- 
mon goal. 

We follow four men: Yassir (Samy 
Naceri), Said (jamal Debbouze), Mes- 
saoud (Roschdy Zem) and Abdelkader 
(Sami Bouajila). They are promised 
equality by the French army. They 
sing the French anthem and wear the 
French uniform. When it comes to the 
lunchtime tomatoes, however, they're 
off limits. Not for “wogs.” It doesn’t 
take them long to realize they are 
shields to stall the Germans from 
killing the fighters that matter most. 
Their racist Sergeant sends them onto 
the front lines to expose the German 
shooters so the French soldiers can 
fire back from a safe distance. And 
when the battle is over, the casualties 
are never reported on, only the victory 
for France. 

With nothing but their guns and 
their God, these men have a prayer, 
but that’s about it. The only thing 
keeping them from deserting is the 
glory—a chance to prove that they're 
not disposable. For a year they slowly 
ingratiate themselves until they arrive 
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in France where they are celebrated 

They've proven that they can fight 
the Germans, but can they fight the 
temptation of French women? They're 
gallantry intimidates their superiors 
and the Sergeant and Colonel take 
degrading actions to remind them 
that they are second-class. 


ESSENTIALLY, THIS IS a story about giv 


ing credit where it’s due and director 
Rachid Bouchareb underscored that 
by submitting this film to the Acade 
my as an Algerian applicant. While 
most of the money came from French 
finances, the soul came from Algeria 
A Franco-Algerian himself, he merely 
uses France as a backdrop for his 
ancestral story. 

Bouchareb creates battle scenes 
that are on par with the most illustri- 
ous Hollywood war films—no less 
powerful and no less squeamish 
What is even more effective, however 
are the unique aerial shots from th: 
mountains revealing a swarm of sol 
diers, small as ants, running into a: 
open target. The perspective, o! 
course, is that of their French leaders 

In a sense, the French army is a 
much of an antagonist as the Germans. ” 

Without saying how or why, thi 
movie has a very unhappy ending. A 
conclusive title card emphasizes this 
informing us that only a decade alte! 
the war ended these soldiers had their 
pensions frozen. But just last yea! 
France’s President Jacques Chirac pe' 
sonally screened the movie and wés | 
so moved that he unfroze the'! 
deserved assets, giving this story 4 
retrospective happy ending. v 
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r KE MOAN samuel Jackson, 
and Justin Timberlake star 
Craig Brewer's (Hustle & Flow) 
3s drama, Read Josef Braun's 
page 27. 


ANE The Edmonton Film Soci- 
s up Director Orson Welles’s 
ul classic, starring Joseph Cotten. 
ALBERTA MUSEUM; MON, MAR 5 (8PM) 


YS ‘OF GLORY African soldiers face 
acism as they fight alongside the French 
against the Nazi threat. Directed by 
Rachid Bouhareb, Read Omar Mouallem’s 
review on page 28. 


CTORY GIRL Sienna Miller stars as 
Edie Sedgwick in director George Hicken- 
coopers (Bizarre Love Triangle) biopic of 
ally Golightly in ‘60s New York. Read 
Carolyn Nikodym’s review on page 26. 


TRISH FILM FEST A selection of Ireland's 
finest films. Read Josef Braun's review of 
Beckett on Film on page 25 and read 
Brian Gibson's review of Pavee Lackeen 
on page 27. Tara Road FR, MAR 2 (8PM); 
Pavee Lackeen SAI, MAR 3 (TPM); Omagh SAI, 
AN 3 (9PM); Breakfast on Pluto SUN, MAR 4 
{Pil); Beckett on Film: A Selection SUN, MAR 
(SPM); ZEIDLER HALL, THE CITADEL 


IE REFUGEES OF THE BLUE PLANET 
Directors Héléne Choquette and Jean- 
Philippe Duval explore the lives of envi- 
ron refugees across the globe. 


TADLER MACE, THE CITADEL; THU MAR 1 (7PM) 


ZODIAC Director David Fincher (Panic 
Room and Fight Club), bases his dramatic 
thriller on Robert Graysmith’s book about 
the real life serial killer of San Francisco 
in the ‘60s and ‘70s. Starring Jake Gyllen- 
‘taal, Mark Ruffalo and Robert Downey Jr. 


GLOBAL VISIONS 
FILM FESTIVAL 


n rs hae a 
_ dynamic Fundraising/ 
- Development Officer 


with demonstrated 
success. 


All showtimes are subject to change 
at any time. Please contact theatre for 
confirmation. 


_ CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


6094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 


BECAUSE I SAID SO (14A) Fri-Set 7:00, 9:00; 
‘Sun-Thu 8:00 


NORBIT (PG, crude content, sexual content, not 
recommended for chiciren) Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:00; 
‘Sun-Thu 8:00 


|_CINEMA CITY 12/MOVIES 12 _| 
Cinema 12: 2639-99 St, 463-5481, 


CHARLOTTES WEB (G) Sat-Sun 11:00; Daily 
1:10, 3:15, 5:20, 7:25, 9:5; Fri-Sal late show 
11:45; Kids Kabin Fever: 1:10 


THE HITCHERS (18A. gory scenes) Sat-Sun 
11:20; Daily 2:15, 4:15, 7:40, 10:00; Fri-Sat iste 
show 12:10 


CHILDREN OF MEN (144. coarse language, 
violence) Sat-Sun 11:05; Daily 1:35, 4:00, 7:20, 
9:55; Fri-Sat late show 12:15 


FREEDOM WRITERS (PG, coarse language, 
Violence) Sat-Sun 10:50; Daily 1:25, 4:10, 7:00, 
9:30; Fri-Sat late show 12:05 


ALPHA DOG (184A, coarse language) Daily 4:05, 
9:50: Fri-Sat late show 12:20 


THE DEPARTED (18, coarse language, vio- 
lence) Daily 1:10, 4:20, 7:45; Fri-Sat late show 
11:05 


ROCKY BALBOA (PG) Sat-Sun 11:15; Dally 
1:45, 4:25, 7:15, 9:40; Fri-Sat late show 11:50. 


APOCALYPTO (14A, gory scenes, brutal vio- 
lence) Daily 12:55, 3:45, 6:45, 9:20; Fri-Sat late 
show 12:00 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for 
young children) Daily 1:00, 3:50, 6:40, 9:25; Fri- 
Sat late show 12:00 


BORAT (144, coarse language, sexual content, 
crude content, not recommended for children) 
Sat-Sun 11:10; Dally 1;15, 3:20, 5:15, 7:30, 
9:45; Fri-Sat late show 11:55. 


THE PRESTIGE (14) Sal-Sun 10:55; Dally 
1;30, 7:10 


STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG) Sat-Sun 
11;30; Dally 2:00, 4:35, 7-35, 10:05; Fri-Sat late 
show 12:25 


FLUSHED AWAY (G) Sat-Sun 11:25; Daily 1:40, 
3:55, 7:05, 9:15; Fri-Sat late show 11:40 


Movies 12: 190 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 
CHARLOTTES WEB (G) Sat-Sun 11:00; Daily 


1:10, 3:15, 5:15, 7:25, 9:35; Fri-Sat late show 
171.45; Kids Kabin Fever: 1:10, 


FREEDOM WRITERS (PG, coarse language, 
violence) Sat-Sun 11:15; Daily 1:45, 4:30, 7:10, 
9:45; Fri-Sat late show 12:10 


CHILDREN OF MEN (14A, coarse language, 
Wolence) Sat-Sun 11:25; Daily 1:50, 4:35, 7:00, 
9:30; Fri-Sat late show 11:55 


THE HITCHER (18A, gory scenes) Sat-Sun 
11:35; Dally 2:05, 4:55, 7:45, 9:55; Fri-Sat tate 
show 11:40 


THE DEPARTED (184, coarse language, vio- 

lence) Dally 1:15, 4:20, 7:40; Fri-Sat late show 
10:45 

APOCALYPTO (14A, gory scenes, brutal vio- 

fence) Dally 1:05, 3:50, 6:40, 9:25; Fri-Sat late 
show 12:00 


ROCKY BALBOA (PG) Sat-Sun 11:20; Daily 
1:40, 7:05 


ALPHA DOG (18A, coarse language) Daily 4:25, 
9:50; Fri-Sat late show 12:10 


HAPPILY N'EVER AFTER (G) Sat-Sun 10:55 
1,00 3:00 4:55 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for 
young children) Sat-Sun 10:50; Daily 1:90, 4:10, 
6:55, 9:40; Fri-Sat late snow 12:05 


BORAT (14A, coarse language, sexual content, 
crude content, not recommended for children) 
Sat-Sun 11:25; Daily 1:55, 4:45, 7:30, 10:05; 
Fri-Sat late show 11:50. 


‘STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG) Sat-Sun 
11:30; Daily 2:00, 4:40, 7:20, 10:00 Fri-Sat late 
show 12:15 


THE GOOD SHEPHARD (14A) Sat-Sun 7:90; 
Sat late night show 11:05 


FLUSHED AWAY (G) Sat-Sun 11:05 Daily 1:05, 
3:10, 5:10, 7:15, 9:15; Fri-Sat late show 11:30 


0200-102 Ave 421-7020 
ZODIAC (14A, violence) Dally 12:50, 4:20, 8:00 
WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, nol recom 


mended for young children) Daily 1:10, 3:40, 
7:00, 9:30 


BREACH (PG, coarse language) Fri-Tue Thu 
1:09, 3:50, 6:50, 9:20; WED 1:00, 3:50, 10:00 


GHOST RIDER (14A) Daily 1:30, 4:10, 7:10, 
9:40 


RENO 9111: MIAMI (144, coarse language, 
enide content) Daily 2:00, 4:45, 7:40, 10:00 


PAN'S LABYRINTH (14A, brutal violence, not 
recommended for children, Spanish subtitles) 
Daily 1:20, 4:00, 6:35 


THE ASTRONAUT FARMER (9G) Dally 9:10 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Daily 1:40, 4:20, 
7:20, 9:50 


THE NUMBER 23 (14A. violence, ory scenes) 
Dally 1:50, 4:40, 7:30, 10:00 


THE LAST KING OF SCOTLAND (184. gory 
scenes) Dally 12:45, 3:30, 6:30, 9:15 


300 (18A, gory scenes, no passes) Thu late night 
show 11:59 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not recom: 
mended for young children) Fri-Sun 1;50, 6:00, 
7:20, 9:40; Mon-Thu 5:00, 7:20, 9:40 


ZODIAC (14A, violence) Fri-Sun 1,00, 4:40, 
8:00; Mon-Thu 4:40, 8:00 


GHOST RIDER (14A) Fri-Sun 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 
9:30; Mon-Thu 4:30, 7:00, 9:30 


THE NUMBER 23 (144A, violence, gory scenes) 
Fri-Sun 12:45, 2:55, 5:10, 7:30, 9:55; Mon-Thu 
5:10, 7:30, 9:55 


RENO 9111: MIAMI (14A, coarse language, 
‘crude content) Fri-Sun 1:30, 3:30, 5:30, 7:45, 
9:50; Mon-Thu 5:30, 7:45, 9:50 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may frighten 
young children) Fri-Sun 2:20, 4:50, 7:10, 9:25; 
Mon-Thu 4:50, 7:10, 9:25 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Fri-Sun 1:40, 4:10, 
6:45, 9:15; Mon-Thu 4:10, 6:45, 9:15 


NORBIT (PG, sexual content, crude content, not 
recommended for children) Fri-Sun 1:20, 4:00, 
6:40, 9:05; Mon-Thu 4:00, 6:40, 9:05 


BECAUSE | SAID SO (14A) Fri-Sun 2:10, 4:20, 
6:35, 9:10; Mon-Thu 4:20, 6:35, 9:10 


THE ASTRONAUT FARMER (PG) Daily 6:30, 
9:00 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) Fri-Sun 1:10, 3:50; 
Mon-Thu 4:00 


300 (18A, gory scenes, no passes) Thu late night 
show 11:59 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive. 416-0150 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not recom 
mended for young children, no passes) Fri 3:30, 
7:20, 10:00; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:30, 7:20, 10:00; 
Mon-Thu 7:20, 10:00 


ZODIAC (14A, violence, no passes) Fri 3:60, 
7-45; Sat-Sun 12;30, 3:50, 7:45; Mon-Thu 7:45 


THE ASTRONAUT FARMER (PG) Fri-Sun 3:45, 
6:40, 9:30; Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:30 


RENO 9111: MIAMI (14. coarse language, 
crude content) Fri 4:30, 6:50, 9:25; Sat-Sun 
12:35, 2:30, 4:30, 650, 9:25; Mon-Thu 6:50, 
9:25 


THE NUMBER 23 (14A, violence, gory scenes) 
Fri 4:20, 7:15, 9:55; Sat-Sun 1:15, 4:20, 7:15, 
9:55; Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:55 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG. may frighten 
young children) Fri 4:10, 7:00, 9:45; Sat-Sun 
12:55, 4:10, 7:00, 9:45; Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:45 


GHOST RIDER (14) Fi 3:15, 6:30, 9:35; Sat- 
Sun 12:45, 3:15, 6:30, 9:35; Mon-Thu 6:30, 
9:35 

BREACH (PG, coarse language) Fri 4:00, 7:05, 
9:50; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 7:05, 9:50; Mon-Thu 
7:05, 9:50 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Fri 3:35, 6:35, 9: 
Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:35, 6:35, 9:20; Mon-Thu 6:35, 
9:20 


NORBIT (PG, sexual content, crude content, not 
recommended for chiidren) Daily 6:45, 9:35 
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) Fri 3:20, 6:55, 9:40; 
Sat-Sun 12:40, 3:20, 6:55, 9:40; Mon-Thu 6:55, 
9:40 


HAPPY FEET (G) Sat-Sun 1:10. 


FILM 


Days Of Glory (14A violence) Daily 7:00, 9:15; 
Sat-Sun 2:00 


GATEWAY 8 
2950 Calaary Trail, 496-6977 


LETTERS FROM IWO JIMA (14A. gory scenes, 


Subtitled) Fri Mon-Thu 7:30; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:20, 
7230 


CASINO ROYALE (144, violence) Fri Mon-Thu 
7-38; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:25, 7:35 


NOTES ON A SCANDAL (144, mature themes, 
Soarse language) Fri Mon-Thu 7:20; Sat-Sun 
1:50, 4:00, 7:20 


THE ASTRONAUT FARMER (PG) Dally 9:50 


DREAMGIRLS (PG, coarse language, mature 
themes) Fi Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:05, 
3:55, 6:50, 9:30 


THE QUEEN (PG) Fri Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:25; Sat 
Sun 1:20, 3:45, 6:40, 9:25 


THE LAST KING OF SCOTLAND (1A. gory 
Scenes) Fri Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:40: Sat-Sun 1:30, 
4:10, 7:00, 9:40 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Fri Mon: 
Thu 7:10, 9:45; Sat-Sun 1:40, 4:15, 7:10, 9:45 


NEHLE PE DHELA (STC, subtitled) Fri Mon-Thu 
6:30, 8:45; Sat-Sun 3:30, 6:30, 8:45 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave. 
St. Albert, 458-9822 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not recom- 
mended for young children) Daily 1:00, 3:05, 
5:15, 7:15, 9:15 


HAPPY FEET (G) Dally 2:40, 4:55 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Dally 12:45, 7:05, 
9:10 


THE QUEEN (PG) Daily 1:05, 4:50 


RENO 911:MIAMI (14, coarse language, crude 
content) Daily 3:15, 7:00, 8:45 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may frighten 
young children) Daily 1:20, 3:25, 5:80, 7:35, 9:25 


GHOST RIDER (14) Daily 12:50, 2:55, 5:00, 
7:10, 9:20 


LEDUC CINEMAS 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 996-2728 


THE NUMBER 23 (14A, violence, gory scenes) 
Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat Sun 1:00, 3:20 


GHOST RIDER (14A) Daily 7:10, 9:30; Sat Sun 
12:55, 3:25 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may frighten 
young children) Dally 6:55, 9:15; Sat Sun 1:10, 
3:30 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not recom 
mended for young children) Daily 7:05, 9:20 Sat 
Sun 1:05, 3:30 


GHOST RIDER (14A) Daily 6:50 9:05; Sat-Sun 
1:50 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not recom- 
mended for young children) Daily 7:00 9:10; Sat- 
Sun 2:00 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may frighten 
young children) Daily 7:05 9:15; Sat-Sun 2:05 


RENO 911: MIAMI (14A, coarse language, 
crude content) Daily 7:10 9:20; Sat-Sun 2:10 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Daily 6:55; Sat, Sun 
155 


THE ASTRONAUT FARMER (PG) Daily 9:00 


MAGIC LANTERN-SPRUCE GROVE 

205 Main St. Spruce Grove 972-2332. 
BRIDGE TO TERRABITHIA (PG, may frighten 
young children) Daly 7:00, 9:00; Sat Sun 1:00, 3:00 


9212 
TARA ROAD (STO) Fi 8:00 
PAVEE LACKEEN (STC) Sal 7:00 
OMAGH (STC) Sal 9:00 


BREAKFAST ON PLUTO (1 4A, coarse lan- 
guage, mature themes) Sun 7:00. 


BECKETT ON FILM: A SELECTION (STC) Sun 
9:00 


FAVA FRAMEWORKS: JOHN OSBORNE AND 
SCRATCH ANIMATION (STC) Mon 7:00 


CHILOREN’S UKRAINIAN CARTOONS (STC) 
Tha 10-30, 13:40 


STOMP THE YARD (PG, coarse language) Fri 
4:55, 7:25, 10-00; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:55, 7:25 
10:00; Mon-Thu 7:25, 10:00 


CHILDREN OF MEN (14A, coarse language. 
Violenca) Fri 5:00, 7:30, 9:5 


Sat-Sun 1:10, 
5:00, 7:30, 9:50; Mon-Thu 7:30, 9:50 


THE DEPARTED (184. coarse language, Mo 
lence) Fri Mon-Thu 6:30, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:0, 


3:30, 6:30, 9:30 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G) Fri 5:05 
Sat-Sun 12:35 
7:16, 9:25 


2:45, 5:05, 7:15, 9:2 


ALPHA DOG (124 coarse language) Fri 4:45 
7:10, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:55, 4:45, 7:10, 9:40: 
Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:40 


WE ARE MARSHALL (PG) Dally 9:20 


HAPPILY N'EVER AFTER (G) Fit 5:10, 7:00 
Sat-Sun 12:40, 2:55, 5:10, 


Mon-Thu 7:09 


BORAT (14A, coarse language, sexual o 


crude content, not rec 


nended for 


4:50, 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 1 


6:50, 9:10; Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:10 


FLUSHED AWAY (G) Fri 5:15, 7:20; Sat-Sun 
12:45, 3:00, 5:15, 7:20; Mon-Thu 7:20 


STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG) Daily 9:00 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 


14231 137th Avenue, 
732-2223 
WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not recom 
mended for young children, no passes) Daily 
12;30, 1:40, 3:00, 4:10, 5:20, 6:50, 7:50, 9:10, 
10:20 


ZODIAC (14A, violence, no passes) Daily 12:0 
1:10, 3:20, 4:50, 6:40, 8:30, 10:05 


THE NUMBER 23 (14A. violence, gory scenes! 
Daily 12:40, 3:10, 5:30, 8:00, 10:30 


THE ASTRONAUT FARMER (PG) Fri-Mon 
Wed-Thu 1:00, 3:40, 7:20, 9:50; Tue 3:40, 7:20, 
9:50; Star and Strollers: Tue 1:00 


RENO 9111: MIAMI (14A, coarse language 
‘(rude content) Daily 2:00, 5:00, 7:35, 10:15 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may frighten 
young children) Daily 12:20, 2:50, 5:15, 7:45, 
10:10 


GHOST RIDER (14A) Daily 12 
6:55, 7:40, 9:36, 10:25 


10, 2:30, 5:10, 


BREACH (PG, coarse language) Dally 12:5¢ 
4:00, 7:00, 9:40 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Daily 1:20, 3:50 
7:10, 9:45 


NORBIT (PG, sexual content. 
recommended for children) Daily 1:50, 4:40, 
7:30, 10:00 


rude content, not 


BECAUSE I SAID SO (1 4A) Daity 1:30, 4-20 


BLOOD DIAMOND (1 4A, violence, disturbing 
content) Dally 3:30, 6:45, 


HAPPY FEET (G) Dally 12:4’ 


433-0728 


THE WORLD'S HOTTEST COMMERCIALS 
(PG) Daly 7:15, 9:15; Sat-Sun 230 


DAYS OF GLORY (14A, violence) Daily 7:09. 
9:15; Sat-Sun 2:00 


substance abuse) Daily 


FACTORY GIAL (154. 
7:00, 9:00; Sat-Sun 2:00 


WEM, 8882-170 St._ 
444-2400 


WILD HOGS (PG. coarse language, not recom 
mended for young children, no passes, Digital) 
Dally 1:40, 4:10, 7:30, 10:00 


ZODIAG (144. violence, no passes, Digital) Daily 
12:20, 2:00, 4:20, 6:40, 8:00, 10:15 


THE NUMBER 23 (14, victonce, gory scenes. 
Digital) Daily 1:50, 4:50, 7:40, 10:10 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may tighten 
young children, Digital) Daily 12:30, 3:10, 7:10, 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: THE IMAX EXPE- 
RIENCE (Pc, 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG. 


GHOST RIDER (144 


NORBIT (F 
recomene 


4:00, 3:30, ¢ 


SMOKIN’ ACES 


fence, Digital 


THE ees SiS (144, trighte 


Digital) Daily 3:20. 9:2 


BECAUSE | SAID SO (144. 5 
6:50 


| SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON fy 


ZODIAC (144 v 
Wed-Thu 1 


BLACK SNAKE MOAN (184) Daly 1:50, 4:40, 
7:40, 10:45 


THE NUMBER 23 (14 


Daily 12:15, 2 


nude cont 
5:40, 8:10, 


GHOST RIDER (14A) Dally 2:00, 5:10, 7:45 


10:30 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PS, may friah 
young children) Batty 12:00, ) 


BREACH (PG, coz 
4:30, 7:20, 10;15 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Dally 1:30, 4:15 


NORBIT (PG. 


recommended for chidren) Daity 1 


7:10, 9:20 


BECAUSE | SAID SO (144 
3:15; Mori 


12:30, 3:30, 6:45 


SMOKIN’ ACES (154 


fence) Daily 4:50, 10:45 


PAN'S LABYRINTH (1 


brutal 


3:20, 6:40, 9:20 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (> 


mended for young chidren) D 


BLOOD DIAMOND (144, violence 


content) Daily 


3:40, 6:50, 10:10 


HAPPY FEET (G) Daily 12:5C 


ZODIAC (1 
Sun 1:00, 4 


A. violence} Fit Mor 


THE QUEEN (PG) F 


Sun 1:10, 3:40, 8 


MUSIC AND LYRICS | 


RENO 911! MIAMI (14A. coarse lsngquage. 
crude content) Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat Sun 1:00. 


x10 


GHOST RIDER (144) Daily 7:10 
12:55, 25 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG. may Inghten 
young chvidren) Daily 6:55. 9:15; Sat Sun 1:10, 
330 

WILD HOGS (PG, coarse isnguage, not recor 


manxied for young chadren} Day 7:05, $20 Sat 
Sun 1:05, 330 
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Hello, Reno 911? This movie ripped me off 


OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vaeweekly.com 
ile cop shows Dukes of 
Hazzard and 
Miami Vice hiber- 

nated in syndicated televi- 

sion for years before 
awakening in cinemas, TESS 
Comedy Central's hit Reno 9111: 
Miami is more opportunistic. Halfway 
into its fourth season, Reno is taking 
advantage of its popularity. And if 
you're going into this like it’s the pilot 
episode, Reno 911!: Miami is between 
Cops and The Office. 

There is a familiar convention fol- 
lowed when adapting a TV show for 
film. First, you have to get your char- 
acters out of their ordinary world. In 
this movie, the Reno Sheriff Depart- 
ment is invited to a police convention 
in Miami, hence the title. 

Second, up the ante, as does Reno 
when a biological terror attack cripples 
all the attending police officers at the 


birth? A mi 
can tell you! 


KA | HOW PANG 

= | RENO 911!: MIAMI 

| TB Gt 
WRITTEN BY GARANT, THOMAS LENNON 


STARRING DANNY DEVITO CEDRIC YARBROUGH, 
LEMMIE LOFTIN, NIECY NASH 


convention. The only ones unaffected 
are our heroes. Now it’s up to them to 
restore law and order in Miami. 

Third, waste as much money as 
you can just because you can. Reno 
opens with a dream sequence resem- 
bling a Stan Lee comic, hires a couple 
stars for pithy cameos and sets fire to 
every inflammable thing. 

Finally, do everything television for- 
bids you to do. If you come to this 
movie, expect a plethora of masturba- 
tion gags, a topless beach, drugs, more 
boobies and a whale getting blown up. 


WHILE MUCH OF reno is categorically 


hilarious, it gets carried away easily. 


Concordia's Info 

tion Systems Security 
anagement teaches 
YOU to keep the 
hackers at bay, 


WY CLEARLY LA 


Dr. Joseph King 
* First surgeon in Western Canada to use the new Bausch & Lomb Z100 laser. 


* Experience of over 40,000 LASIK procedure 


1.877.5591.2 


* $0 down, 0% financing Is a limited offer, and may be subject to credit approval. Some restrictions may apply. Call for details. 


F RE E consultations 


= a Es Is 
ge without prior notice and may vary based on prescription strength. ~ 
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5, making him one of Canac 


During all the fun that I’m sure they 
had making this movie, they some- 
how forgot one crucial element of 
adaptation: plot. There is, however, a 
story with a beginning and end—its 
middle comprised of sketches much 
like those in the TV shows, but ina 
different state. 

The same goes for the the charac- 
ters, who barely undergo any sense 
of journey. Lieutenant Jim Dangle 
(Thomas Lennon) aspires to join the 
Aspen Sheriff Department, and 
Deputy Clementine Johnson (Wendi 
McLendon-Covey) is looking for the 
strange man whose face she got tat- 
tooed on her chest. We hear about it, 
forget about it, and are reminded of 
it at the end. 

In a half-assed attempt at cohesive- 
ness, there is a transient Cuban drug 
lord who appears in 15 minute inter- 
vals just to assure us that this is going 
somewhere. It’s not. You could proba- 


S MO: 


FILM 


bly leave the theatre, have yourself 
arrested for indecent exposure, get 
bail, then return to your seat in the 
theatre without missing a beat. 

Aside from all this, the movie is so 
similar to Super Troopers that in a few 
Christmases we will probably see 
these DVDs paired together in a 2-for- 
1 deal. If you haven’t already connect- 
ed the dots: incompetent smalltime 
cops are in way over théir heads 
when they’re submerged in a drug 


BECKETT OW FILM 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 25 


Play has three heads (Kristin Scott 
Thomas, Alan Rickman, Juliet Steven- 
son) poking out from ums, chattering 
almost incoherently about a love tri- 
angle they once shared. As directed 
by Anthony Minghella, this especially 
theatre-specific play seems the most 
misguided of the bunch, replacing 
Beckett's menacing prompting spot- 
light with aimless, frenetic noodling 
with angles, cuts, focus and zooms 
before panning out to reveal a vast 
cemetery of countless identical bab- 
blers. Oooo. Irritating and pretentious. 

Wait a minute ... actually Breath, 
based on Beckett's most compressed 
work, is the limpest film here. Basical- 
ly, with an inhalation, lights come up 
to reveal a vast garbage dump. 
Exhale, and lights out. Damien Hirst’s 
adaptation, perhaps unavoidably, 
misses all of the play's audacious 
impact. But what's more, he doesn’t 
even give us an impressive dump. 

Thank goodness Charles Sturridge’s 
Ohio Impromptu summons up some- 


ting. They fuck up, and everybody 
laughs. On second thought, didn’t one 
of the Police Academy's do this? 

Like the Reno cops in Miami, this 
movie has no strategy and acts only 
on whimsy. It is far too overwhelmed 
by its filmic freedoms, and clueless to 
its responsibilities. It will likely satisfy 
Reno fans, and will definitely appeal 
to ADD sufferers, but this 90-minut« 
flasco is better served in three parts 
over three weeks of television. v 


thing of the near-inexplicable heart 
break of Beckett's brief, ghostly late 
work, It reunites Jeremy Irons with 
well, Jeremy Irons, 11 years ‘after he 
played twins in Dead Ringers.“Reéliet, 
he had hoped, would flow from unfa- 
miliarity ...” Though rife with enigma, 
Ohio Impromptu is terribly moving 
concerning a man staving off grief by 
prolonging a reading he’s being given 
by his doppelganger from a book that 
seems to describe his/their very 
actions. Beautifully done. 

This leaves Catastrophe, which, 
while completely disregarding Beck 
ett’s political implications (it was dedi 
cated to then-imprisoned Vacla\ 
Havel), is anything but. Directed by ~ 
David Mamet, Beckett’s oblique vision 
of totalitarian control is transferred 
successfully to a realm of—and this is 
the brilliant part—the theatre. Harold 
Pinter directs his assistant Rebecca 
Pidgeon to mould the waxen onstage 
figure of John Gielgud into a perfec! : 
pose of pitifulness. Pinter is wonder 
fully certain, Pidgeon crystal clear an¢ 
Gielgud, in his final role, has but a sin- 
gle moment of animation and makes it 
absolutely memorable. w 


CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
Wn o delays in making the 

record. We're not the kind 
oo! of band that endlessly 


tweaks.” 
‘Some may find that assertion sur- 


_ prising, given the reputation Do 


Make Say Think has for patiently 
jing their collaborative musical 
works. Ohad Benchetrit, one of the 
band's multi-instrumentalists, 
reveals with a trace of sheepishness 
the reason they pushed back the 
release of their fifth full-length—and 
subsequent supporting tour—from 
last autumn until late this winter. 

“We were done around the end of 
May/early June, the record slated for 
September release, but packaging 
held us up—we wanted a different 
kind and didn’t realize how much 
time it took. Not our forte, dealing 
with the aftermath of records,” he 
concedes, laughing. 

A forgivable lapse, considering 
the Toronto-based art-rock con- 
structivists have spent over a decade 
playing together (with the exception 
ofone early departer), concentrating 
less on cosmetic aspects and more 
on the essence of musical creation. 

The spirit of the band’s beginning 
intentions was captured by inspira- 
tional posters hung throughout its 
original rehearsal space, a junior- 
high school room. “They were on the 
walls, these one-word commands, 
‘Do,’ ‘Make,’ ‘Say,’ ‘Think,'” 
Benchetrit recounts. “We thought it 
Ni st this sweet, positive thing.” 
fate twisted differently, they 
id perhaps have been called 

In There, Baby.” 
© question came up with the 
record: should we change the 
name? But it reflected the DMST idea 
so well—to create together in the 

n ,’ Benchetrit concludes. 


in his recent State of the 
ess, a bizarrely informa- 
circulated on the inter- 


- @ Healing Arts 


_ @ Products for Wellness 
‘or | Vendor Opportunities Call 1-877-560-6830 


0 Make say Think offers up 
a history in musical lust 


FAL MAR 2(8 PM) 


WITH WESTFALIA 


> | D0 MAKE SAY THINK 
i | STARLTE ROOM S175 


wannabe dictator said certain key- 
words in speeches. A corollary 
graphic approach drawn from con- 
versation with Benchetrit would 
reveal that he uses “idea” nearly as 
often as Bush uses “freedom.” His 
description of DMST’s songwriting 
process makes it sound like the band 
members forge their broadly ellipti- 
cal aural pieces concept-by-concept, 
which may be why their music sug- 
gests a sort of constant gritty narra- 
tive—like moody, episodic, wordless 
urban operas shot on Super 8. 

“One moment to next, what will 
carry the idea? We write together, 
with nothing preconceived, except 
maybe tiny little ideas," Benchetrit 
explains. “We look for this spark to 
latch on to, and then mould the idea. 
We'll pick up any instrument to find 
it. There's this phrase: ‘fearlessly add; 
fearlessly remove.’ But try anything.” 

You, You're a History In Rust repre- 
sents an evolution, rather than a 
breakout, of this methodology. The 
album starts with creaks and wails 
that dissemble into a drumstrava- 
ganza—two drummers are, after all, 
if not better than one, at least big- 
ger—before recurring hardcore riffs 
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(on acoustic guitar) are slathered on 
in layers. The second track comes 
like-a train chugging in from afar, 
filled out by a neo-pastoral singa- 
long (yes, with lyrics) that peters out 
to Spanish guitar before a pause and 
jazz-out reprise. “You, You're Awe- 
some" is drunk-bending loopiness 
incarnate, all staggers and whines, 
with a bent wicked fanfare that’s the 
equivalent of hosed buddies hugging 
each other and slobbering “no, I love 
YOU more,” before passing out. 
There are a couple cartoony denoue- 
ments Bugs Bunny would proudly 
fall off a cliff to. And more. 

“On our last album, what we fell 
into naturally was this style that was 
evident. We didn’t want to make the 
fourth record again,” Benchetrit 
relates, "The music we're inspired by 
is not like the kind we play. So we 
gave ourselves a long leash, and 
trusted each other to meander and 
come back—take a break and give 
this other part the attention it 
deserves. It’s essentially loving the 
people you make music with. 

“The headache comes when we're 
trying to figure out how to turn it 
into a live song. Completely different 
medium,” Benchetrit muses. As 
always though, DMST is saved by 
the lightbulb above: “We approach it 
by preserving ideas rather than 
instrumentation. We find ways to 
uncover them.” w 
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Major label finds our 
secret Cadence Weapon 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 


S a rap artist who is more 
often than not sharing the 
stage with indie rock and 


punk artists, it should perhaps come 
as no surprise that our very own 
Cadence Weapon has signed a US 
distribution deal with California’s 
Epitaph Records. 

Originally started by Bad Reli- 
gion’s Brett Gurewitz to release his 
band’s records, the label branched 
out and became a well-known punk 
label before expanding even further 
into other types of music 

“They're coming up as a major rap 
label now—this is huge!” enthuses 
Cadence Weapon, naming the likes 
of Buck 65 and Tom Waits as people 
he’s looking forward to sharing a 
label with. “Oh, uh, I consider Tom 
Waits a rapper by the way.” 

This news, along with the Wednes- 
day Night Heroes’ recent announce- 
ment that they have finalized a deal 
with punk powerhouse BYO Records, 
is more proof that something very 
special is happening in Edmonton 

“| feel it’s been a long time coming 
that labels decided to check this city 
out,” Cadence Weapon says, though 
he is insistent that Edmonton musi- 
cians and music fans should create 
an identity for themselves, instead of 
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defining themselves against others 
“I'm sick of people calling Edmonton 
the New Seattle. I think it’s the New 
Edmonton.” 

The deal will make the rapper's 
Polaris-nominated album Breaking 
Kayfabe available in the United States 
around the time that Cadence 
Weapon heads down there for the 
SXSW music festival in March, A new 
video, directed by Chris Grismer— 
who has directed breakout cli 
Arcade Fire, Metric and DFA 1979—is 
out now and a brand new album 
should arrive in the fall 

“{ had a good feeling about it while 
I did it—it’s pretty cool,” he says of the 
video, which sees him assuming the 
roles of the main characters in a 
number of classic video games. “It 
took 17 hours or something to film 
but it didn’t even feel like it.” 

The rapper, who has long bee 
described as having punk rock sen- 
sibilities (he even revealed that he is 
a huge Bad Religion fan), is confi- 
dant that this new deal is the best fit 
for him 

“| like this deal because it’s indica- 
tive of who 1 am,” he said. v 


¥ 
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Propagandhi is more than a middle finger response 
AFTER 20 YEARS, VETERAN PUNKS CONTINUE TO QUESTION THE WORLD AND THEIR PLACE IN IT 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
ropagandhi doesn’t seem like 
the type of band that’s hard to 
pin down. If the name doesn’t 

give you at least a partial clue of what 

it seems to be about, a quick glance 
through the band’s song titles—rang- 
ing from, say, “ ... And We Thought 

Nation States Were A Bad Idea” to, 

oh, “With Friends Like These, Who the 

Fuck Needs COINTELPRO?”—should 

probably give you a pretty good idea 

of who you're dealing with. 

Dig deeper into the band’s history 
and the picture only seems to get 
clearer. This was the group, after all, 
that used to take time out of concerts 
to lecture—if lecturing involves, you 
know, berating and needling—the 
assembled"punk masses on every- 
thing from the dark side of globaliza- 

tion to the benefits 

of a vegan diet, 

to the point 
where the 
members 
would 
some- 
times 


get tossed out of venues by pissed-off 
mobs. Hell, the band’s motto for about 
half of its existence has been, “Join 
the voluntary human extinction 
movement”: tall and lean, sharp and 
clean, with Propagandhi's anarcho- 
leftist hammerhead politics, there just 
ain't no in-between. 

Or so it would seem. 

According to singer/guitarist Chris 
Hannah, there’s quite a bit more to 


FAL MAR 3 (5M) 
PROPAGANDHI 
WITH FRACTAL PATTERN, CORMD LORAX 


WNIRONS 
STARLITE ROOM, $15 (ALL AGES) 


the Winnipeg-based political punk 
foursome—which really shouldn’t 
come as that much of a surprise, you 
know. 

“The most common one we gét is 
that we're these totally unapproach- 
able, hardline guys, with no sense of 
humour about anything. At its worst 
people think we’re these kinds of 
fringe, Unabomber-type people. That 
sort of characterization isn’t necessar- 


we 
= 
a 


~~ily all that far off, but no one is really 


that simple, of course,” explains Han- 
nah in an alarmingly 
sedate, thoughtful 
manner, especial- 

ly for someone 
known, for 
shouting 

anarchy over 

thrash punk. f 
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“| think it’s a bit of a syndrome of 
Western culture that people sort of 
project what they want to see on peo- 
ple in the public eye,” he continues, 
explaining himself. “You only ever get 
a fraction of what someone's like 
from the mark they make on the uni- 
verse, but people sort of fill in the 
blanks and extrapolate based on that 
to create this other person’s entire 
life, which is really frustrating to have 
happen to you. 

“I mean, we’re not some NOFX 
band, looking to take a bong hit and 
listen to Pennywise after our shows,” 
he continues, “but we're not going to 
be rushing out to burn down a 
slaughterhouse, either, and I think 
people need to understand that it’s 
not really rational or healthy to expect 
something from a person based on a 
fairly small part of their life.” 


STRANGE AS IT MIGHT SEEM, Hannah 

isn’t kidding when he calls it a small 

part of his life. Though Propagandhi 

has been around for just over 20 

years—the band had its first incama- 

tion in 1986, when Hannah and drum- 
(o) E) 


in their basements—the group has 


popped out a grand total of four 
studio albums, the latest 
being 2005's relatively 
expansive Potemkin City 
Limits, which saw the 
band drift more 
towards busted-down 
metal from the scream- 
ing punk quick hits that 
had become its cus- 
tom. 

The members are 
also notoriously loath 
to tour: the swing 
they’re currently on 

hits only five cities, 


home town, and 
they have no real 
plans to get out 
again any- 
time 


ON THE COVER 


one of which is their 


soon. 

Still, despite the relatively small 
output, you'd be hard-pressed to find 
a more influential punk band in the 
last two decades of music, here in 
Canada and beyond. Propagandhi t- 
shirts were almost standard issue for 
a certain demographic of youngsters 
throughout the '90s, and to this day 
bands from the grizzliest of hardcore 
to the perkiest of pop punk regularly 
cite the foursome as an important 
signpost, if not a direct influence. All 
of which, if you know anything about 
the state of punk today, has to be at 
least a little bit odd. 

It’s not, of course, that Propagandhi 
doesn’t deserve a spot in the pan- 
theon; it’s just that, well, it’s a little 
strange for folks still writing songs 
about girls and skateboarding to be 
claiming the band as their own. Pro- 
pagandhi might not be all about left- 


-wing isms, but politics are at least a 


very significant part of the band, and 
you have to at least wonder how 
somebody might have missed it on 
their way to becoming, say, the Ataris, 


to learn to deal with over the years, 
though. Hannah and his bandmates 


"make no bones about the fact they 


Make music designed to help change 
the world, but even he’s not blind to 
the fact that, in the 20 years or so 
they've been going at it, the world as 
a whole doesn’t seem to be changing 
all that much, Wide-eyed radical 
youth is one thing, but coming to 
grips with the fact you might not be 
leaving such a tangible mark on the 
world is a whole other ball game—it’s 
hard to stay progressive, after all, 
when potential turns into mixed 
results, and it seems like the only 
thing that’s changed since you started 
are the digits in your age. 

For Hannah, though, those doubts 
are all part of the life: you wouldn't be 
progressive if you weren’t always 
questioning things. 

“I think we're certainly no less frus- 
trated with the world now than when 
we started,” he explains. “When you 
believe that you're engaged in a war 
to help shape things for the better, 
which is what I think I believe I’m in, 
you inevitably have to start asking 
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respond to things like, that,“,admits you're not winni 


Hannah. “I don’t want to get down on 
somebody for liking our music—I 
mean, everyone is going to take what 
they want from all kinds of art, and 
I'm sure there are bands | can cite 
who'd be pretty confused if they found 
out we listed them as an influence. 
You can’t get mad at someone for not 
being a carbon copy of you, but at the 
same time, we really are trying to say 
something here.” 


HAVING TO DEAL with its message 


falling on deaf ears is something that 
the band has had 


I mean, there are 
some changes, jously, but doa 
few more vegan restaurants, or the 
fact the environment is a ‘hot topic’ 
right now, does that mean people are 
any smarter than they were, or that 
they know anything more about the 
world? Because that’s what ou 
ing for, and it certainly doesn’t see 


else we could be doing, or hat other 
people should be doing—f think any- 
body who spends their lives working 
for some kind of change will con- 
stantly be questioning if they"re ‘giving 
their energy in the rightwe 

tinues. “For us, I think, though, music 
is one of those few things in life that 
doesn’t totally depress us, that we 
can sort of enjoy despite all the 
insanity, so if nothing else, that’s its 
own little victory and a reason 

to keep doing it." w 


PREVUE / MAR 1 - MAR 31 a PM) / THE YARDBIRD SUITE'S 50TH ANNIVERSARY / YARDBIRD SUITE, $20 (MEMBERS), $24 

) Mar 23, 1957. That was the date that the original Yardbird Suite opened its doors. After a few moves between the South 
Side and Downtown, the venue is about to mark its 50th anniversary with five weekends—that's 10 nights—of celebratory shows, 
beginning on Mar 2 with the Yardbird Suite Allstars and opener Chris Andrew, and wrapping up on Mar 31 with the Tilo Paiz Latin Jazz 
Party and opening act the Brenan Brothers Band. Check out yardbirdsuite.com for the full list of shows. And of course, the Yardbird’s 
Tuesday night jam sessions will be continuing throughout the month, too. —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
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Machine Head plays metal, just metal 


BAYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

etalheads are probably the 
M strangest and most particu- 

lar of music fans. They're 
even stranger than those kids who 
punch the floor at shows. Just think 
about the way metal is described by 
its adherents—there are seemingly 
more genres in metal than there are 
fans, and trust me, there are a lot of 
metal fans out there. 

Since forming in 1992, Oakland’s 
Machine Head has been sonically 
described as everything from groove 
metal to rap metal to post-thrash. But 
drummer Dave McClain doesn’t think 
that subgenres are very helpful when 
describing what his band does. 

"It's a little confusing because 
there’s so many different types of 
metal out there,” he says. “I like to 


SAT, MAR 3 (6:30 PM) 


— 
= | MACHINE HEAD 

cece | WITH LAMB OF G00, TRIVIUM, GOJIRA 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE, $37.50 {ALL AGES) 


a. 


think of us as just metal.” 

That being said, McClain is one 
totally enthusiastic metal fan, and he 
thinks that today’s music industry 
couldn’t be more conducive to pro- 
motion of the genre. Back in the mid 
‘80s when major labels were snap- 
ping up hair metal bands, the genre 
suffered because of the homogeniza- 
tion in the interests of further profits 
that soon followed. Nowadays, he 
says, things are much more diverse. 


“THE WAY THE music business is right 


now, metal is being run by independ- 


ent labels,” he says. “With independ- 
ent labels being in charge, there's bru- 
tal stuff out there, and it’s selling 
really well. And having stuff like Sirius 

adio playing killer metal without 
having any format for song length is 
really keeping it alive.” 

Not very many bands have 
enjoyed the kind of longevity that 
Machine Head has—longevity that 
McClain proudly attributes to the 
band’s fans. 

“We have some kick ass fans out 
there,” he says. “They've definitely 
stuck by us through thick and thin. As 
a band, we've been through some 
high points, some low points, some 
mid points, some more low points 
and more high points and we're super 
lucky to be around still and still mak- 
ing music.” w 
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LISTINGS FOR YOU 


‘ARO YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 426.7889 
OR E-MALL GLBNYS AT 


LISTINGS OVUEWERTY COM 
DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT 3 PM 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage; 
Spm 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Riverdale 
Bluegrass; 8pm; donations 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 
6-10pm 


DRUID Open mic hosted by Chris 
Wynters every Tue; 9pm 
DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by 
Brian Petch 

FOUR ROOMS Marc Beaudin Trio; 
8pm 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; 8pm 

JAMMERS PUB Thursday open jam; 
7-ilpm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with The Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues); 8:30pm-12:30am 
JEFFREYS CAFE Jack Semple 
{acoustic blues); $25 (adv) 
JULLIAN'S PIANO BAR Graham 
Lawrence {light jazz) 

NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam host- 
ed by the Wild Rose Old Tyme 
Fiddlers Society; 7-10pm 
OBYRNE'S SlowBumn (blues/roots}; 
$30pm-12am. 


OUTLAWS The Mary Thomas Band 
STARLITE ROOM Pride Tiger. 
Frosted Tipe, Headband; no minors: 
8pm (door); $10 


URBAN LOUNGE The Pitiless 
Storm, Keep 6 


WILD WEST SALOON Buck Wild 


CLASSICAL 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Godzilla 
Meets the NEWS: New Edmonton 
Wind Sinfonia; 7:30pm, $15 
{adult//$10 (student/senior} at TIX on 
the Square, door 

WINSPEAR CENTRE Robbins 
Lighter Classics: Masters at Play: 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, 
William Eddins (conductor), soloists 
from the ESO, 8pm, $23-$64 at the 
Winspear box office 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thu: 
Nights: Electro Education: dub, tip 
hop. lounge, electro with DJ Lazer 
Beam 

BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 

BLACKDOG 

Thursdays: DJs spin on two levels 
BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 
ESMERALDA'S Big 
Thursday. top 40, count 
FILTHY MeNASTY'S Punk Fock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christien 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: with Urban Substance 
Sound Crew, InVinceable, Touch It 
and Lady Vicious; hosted by Kwame 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DU 
Mark Stevens; 9pm 


NEW CITY | Love '80s; Trash Bing) 
hosted by Dexter Nebula, Sushi 
Stiletto, Belinda Carbomb, Hells 


Rich 


Yeah; 9:45 (First Card); no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Danee lessons at 8pm; 
Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance with 
DJ Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit 
it Thursdays: breaks, electro house 
spun by Pl residents 


RED STAR Femme Fatale: rock, pop, 
hip hop with DJ Kelty 


THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Dr. Lexxxi Tronic, Drag Kings 
and Queens, burlesque and rotating 
game shows, bands upstairs monthly 


DISCO Reto Night: music flash 
backs from the ‘SOs, ‘60s, 70s, ‘80s. 
and the "90s; 7pm-12 midnight; $5 ($4 
rental/pait) 


‘STANDARD DJ Danny Howells (UK); 
tickets available at TicketMaster, 
Treehouse, Underground (WEM), 
Colourblind 


VELVET UNDERGROUND NAMLS 
WLCM: Dj Nik 7 of Shout Out Out 
Out Out, Dj Huggs and Wasjeed; $7 
cover 


WUNDERBAR 0) Jazzy Chris; no 


cover 


USIC WEE 


ALBERTA COLLEGE-MUTTART 
HALL JS. Bach and the Dutch 
Connection; Flutes and Roots 
Productions, Marten Root, Jeremy 
‘Spurgeon; 7.30pm; $20 (adult)/$15 
(student/senior) at TIX on the Square, 
The Gramophone, Alberta College 
Conservatary of Music office 


(CROWNE PLAZA CHATEAU 
LACOMBE University of Alberta 
Concert Choir; dinner, concert and 
silent auction; Debra Cairns (conduc 
pi ‘Gpm; ticket information at 492- 


FIRST MENNONITE CHURCH A! 
‘Shostakovitch: Sempre la Musica; 
7.30pm; $16 (adult/$12 (studenv/sen- 
for) at The Gramophone, TIX on the 
Square, door 


PREVUE / THU, MAR 1 (8 PM) / THE FROSTED TIPZ/ 
STARLITE ROOM, $10 This is the Frosted Tipz v 2.0. Their 
old singer is gone, their new singer is here and they're gonna 
shake the house. 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


THE BEERHUNTER PUB AND 
GRILL SlowBurn (blues/roots), 
330pm-1;30am, 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Tamara Nile: 
Bpm; $12 (adv\/$15 (day of) 
CASINO EDMONTON Blackboard 
Jungle {pop/rock} 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Rule of 
Nines (pop/rock) 

FOUR ROOMS Mare Beaudin Trio; 
Spm; $5 

HULBERT'S The Don Bemer Duo, 
with Charlie Austin (keyboard); 8pm 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover, Spm 


JAMMERS PUB Country/rock band 
9-2am 

JEFFREYS CAFE The Tuxedo 
Junkies (Vegas jazz): $10 

JEXYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
{pop/rock}: 3:20pm 

JULUAN'S PIANO BAR Gratiam 
Lawrence (light jazz) 

ON THE ROCKS Mourning Wood 

DJ Shawnibis, DJ Donjuan 


OUTLAWS The Mary Thomas Band 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 
Norther Lights Folk Club; Martyn 
Joseph: 7pm (don), 8pm (show); $22 
at TIX on the Square 

ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 
Norther Lights Folk Club: Martyn 
Joseph; 8pm; $22 at T the 
Square, Acoustic Music, Myhre’s 
Music 

STARLITE ROOM Do Make Say 
Think, Westfalia; no min 8pm 
(door); $17.50 at TicketMaster, 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd, Listen 
TOUCH OF CLASS LOUNGE 
Christine Home 


URBAN LOUNGE Granny Dynamite 
VELVET UNDERGROUND Yoko 
Casionos, Mother Mother, ilifit Outfir 
Bpm (door); $10 

WILD WEST SALOON Buck Wild 
WINSPEAR CENTRE Buckwheat 
Zydeco (11-piece group), Bprn; $38 at 
Winspear box office 

X-WIRECKS Mr, Lucky (blues/roots): 
8-12; no cover 

YARDBIAD SUITE The Yardbird 
Suite Allstars, Chris Andrew (piano); 
7pm (door), 8pm (shaw); $20 (mem 


berl/$24 (quest) at TicketMaster; 50th 
Anniversary Celebration 


CLASSICAL 


STUDIO 2-FINE ARTS BUILDING 
String Masterclass: visiting artist 
Felipe Avellar de Aquino; 3:30pm, 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday, Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: local house music with DJs 
and occasional intemational special 
quest DJ, Twisted Disco Tour with 
Hedkandi; 9pm (Door); $5 (door) 


BAR-B-BAR 1) James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


FREEHOUSE D.Js spin 
‘on the main floor and on the Wooftop 


BOOTS Retro Disco: reo dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm 


DANTE'S BISTRO Text Messaging 
Singles Party: for singles 25-40; com- 
pletely anonymous, totally addictive 


ESMERALDA'S DJ Jimmy Friday; 
8pm (door) 


FEVER Global Fridays 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock. retro with DJ. 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 


Christian 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new 
wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s soul with DJ 
Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover before 
10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 


KHZ A-Rock and Hatchmatik with 
Merk Meny and DJ Echo featuring 
Bailefunk, Electro, Booty, Ghettotech, 
Bmore, Juke and all other serious 
party jams; Spm (door; $10 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq Friday; 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
elactro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


NEW EFTY Bitch) Bitch! Bitch! with 
Dus De Greg Gory, Brad Habit 
and guests: no minors; 9pm (door); $5 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Our 
rockandroll/punkrock/abitofever- 
thing/indy with DJs Jebus and: 
Anarchy Adam (from CJSA’s Your 
Weekly AA Meeting); G-Whiz 


ONE ON WHYTE Friday Nights: OJ 
Choklit Elvis and DJ Spyder 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New. clas- 
Sic rock, R&B, urban and dance with 
DJ Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Loaded Friday: indie rock 
and Brit pop with DJ Readymade 
Flyboy 

THE ROOST Fridays All Request 
Dance Party: with DJ Jazzy with 
rotating shows every week, $4 (mem: 
ber]/$5 (non-member) 

RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ Spinning 


LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident OJ Luke Morrison 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
ROLLERSKATING DISCO Top 40 
request with a mix of retro and disco; 
7pm-12 midnight; $6 ($4 rental/pair) 
STOLLU'S Top 40, A&B, house with 
People's DJ 

STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tysin 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback house/hard with Johnny 
Dangerous, Andy Inertia, quests; 1- 
7am 

URBAN FRAT All New Funktion 
Fridays; Edmonton Police security on 
site all night 


'WUNDERBAAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, DU Avinder and DJ Toma; no 
cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE Willis And Lobo; 
7.30pm; $25 at the Arden box office, 
TicketMaster 


BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE D.! 
Foxi Roxi, DJ Fuego, and DJ Jose 
Jose; free dance classed (8:30-10pm) 


‘THE BEERHUNTER PUB AND 
‘GRILL SlowBurn (blves/roots); 
9:30pm-1;30am_ 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog: Eamon McGrath, Craig 
Schram; 4-6 pm; no cover acoustic 
every Saturday aftemoon 


BUND PIG Live bands every second 
Saturday 


CASINO EDMONTON Blackboard 
Jungle (pop/rock) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD ule of 
Nines (pop/rock) 


DRUID (JASPER AVE) Open stage, 
all ages; 2-6pm 

EARLY STAGE SALOON-STONY 
PLAIN The Hootin’ Annies with 
Gordie Mathews (guitar); 8pm; no 
cover 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE Lamb 
of God, Trivium, Machinehead, Gojira; 
all ages event; 6:30pm (door); $37.50 
at TicketMaster, Unionevents.com, 
Blackbyrd, Megatunes, FS (WEM) 


FOUR ROOMS Marc Beaudin Trio; 
Spm; $5 

GERMAN CANADIAN CULTURAL 
CENTRE Swing Emporium Big Band 
(dinner dance); 6:30pm (cocktails), 
7:30 (dinner), Spm (dance); $40 by 
phone at 780-628-2839, 
tickets@swingemporiumbigband.com 


HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK Sat 
Top rap groups; Spm 

HORIZON STAGE Vontreal Guitar 
Trio (classical, jazz, world); 7:30pm; 
$20 (adult}/$15 (student/senior) at 
Horizon Stage box office, 
TicketMaster 


HULBERT'S The Don Berner Duo, 
With Rob Thompson; 8pm 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; 3pm 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday open jam, 
3-7:30pm; country/rock band, Spm- 
2am 

JEFFREYS CAFE Thom Bennett (jazz 
trio); $7 


JEXYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
(pop/rock); 9:30pm. 

JOHN L HAAR THEATRE Grant 
MacEwan College Guitar Band 
Concert; 7:30pm; $7 (adult)/$6 (stu- 
dent/senior); tickets available at TIX 
‘on the Square 


JULUAN'S PIANO BAR Dennis 
Begoray (popular jazz) 


ON THE ROCKS Mourning Wood, 
DJ Shawnibis, DJ Donjuan; 10pm. 


OUTLAWS The Mary Thomas Band 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PUB Open Jam/Karaoke hosted by 
Jennie Joy 


POWER PLANT The Line Atlantic 
(CO release), The Johnsons. Snic; all 
ages, licensed event: 8pm (door); $8 
(door)/$15 {with @ CD) 


RENDEZVOUS Wish, From the 
Ground Up, InDueTime; no minors; 
8pm (door); $7 (door) 


STARLITE ROOM Propaghandi, 
Fractal Pattern, Corvid Lorax, In Irons; 
all ages early show; Spm (door), 
5:15pm (show); $15 (adv) at 
Blackbyrd, Megatunes, Listen, 


MUSIC 


Freecloud, TIX on the Square 


TOUCH OF CLASS LOUNGE 
Chvistine Home 


URBAN LOUNGE Granny Dynami. 


VELVET UNDERGROUND A\1),;, 
Trio, The Dub Guns, DJ Jeebu with 
guests and OJ Jeebus; after 
Propagandhi Show (Upstairs); $8/s5, 
{with Propagandhi ticket stub) 


WILD WEST SALOON Buck Wily 


YARDBIAD SUITE The Yardbird 
Suite Allstars, George Blondheim 
(piano); 7pm (door), Bpm (show) $21) 
{member)/$24 (quest) at 
TicketMaster; 50th Anniversary 
Celebration 


ZAKS ON 51ST AVENUE Live ban) 
‘and dancing every Sat; 10pm-tam 
See ea 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL The 

Edmonton Chamber Music Society 
Vienna Piano Trio; 8pm; $30 
{adult)/$20 (senior/$5 (student) at | 
the Society, TIX on the Square, the 
Gramophone, door 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Top 40 with DJ 
Soundwave 


FREEHOUSE Dus on 


two levels 


BUDDY'S Undie night for men only 
free pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


DECADANCE Soul Heaven 
Saturdays: Funky house and break 
beatz with DJs T-Bass, Famme Funk 
and local/international guests pre 
sented by NewSound Entertainment, 
fo minors; Spm-3am 

FEVER NIGHTCLUB Saturday Night 


Fever-Live to Air: with 91.7 The 
Bounce, DJ Shocker 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock. retro with DJ 
Damian 


GINGUR SKY Sou!Out Saturdays: E 
Town's #1 dancing showgase, 
Edmonton Police: Seif all 
night 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle Saturday 
DJ Groovy Cuvy and guests 


NEW CITY Rock 'n’ Roll/Heaven 'n 
Hell: rockandroll/punk/indy/newar 

dusedcandy with DJs Beard of Bee 
and Naz Nomad 


NEW CITY SUBURBS The Leger 
Continues... Saturday Sucks; with 
DJs Nik Rofeelya and Blue Jay (Mo 
Club); $5 


ONE ON WHYTE Saturday Nig!t 
DJ Choklit Elvis and DJ Spyder 


AVENUE Suggestive Saturdays: 
breaks electro house spun by Pl re 
dents 


RED STAR Indie rock. hip hop. rock 
indie rock, hip hop with S Master t. 
Loopin’ the 3rd 


THE ROOST Saturdays—Always like 
New Years Eve; with OJ Dan (Retro) 
downstairs and DJ Jazzy (New 
Music) upstairs; $4 (member)/$6 
(non-member) 
SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Sportsworld Inline and Rolle 
Skating Disco: Top 40 request with 
mix of retro and disco; 1-Spmand | 
Tpm-12 midnight: $6 ($4 rental/pair) 
‘STARLITE ROOM Ice Ice Baby: 90 
Retro Party: with DJ a,, quest: no 
minors; 9:30pm (door); $5 (door) 
‘STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 40, 885 
house with People’s DJ 
TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS Anthe 
hard NAG/trance/funky with Jeff 
Hillis, OTDR, Big Daddy, STX. Ty 
Yam-8am 
VELVET UNDERGROUND Come 
Romp with Gomp for Stomp Night 
Presented by GOMP; www,gomp.ca 
Bpm (door); $7 
'WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and 
Local Bands 
Y AFTERHOURS Release Saturday 
Luke Morrison (mainroom resident 
fotation) 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC. 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Got 10 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 
Geronimo; 7pm; $31.80-$58.0 at 
TicketMaster 


NEWCASTLE PUB Live jam hosted 
by Willy and Dave every Sun; 230pm 
(O°BYRME'S Joe Bird's Irie Jam: 
‘pen stage for all; 9:30pm; no cover 
OM THE ROCKS Twenty One Red, 
guest: 10pm 

OSCARS PUB Open stage Sund: 
each Wyre Capa 
Tractor {B-11pm) 

REXALL PLACE Bat Out Of Hell Il 
Meat Loaf; (door), 7:30pm 
show) $45, 1/$89,50 at 
TicketMaster 


IVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL The 
Boe ene Seen) By Sey 
7-Aipm 


ROSEBOWL Sunday open stage fea- 
‘wing the ike Mea oer 


ouljan Fyah, Sya; no minors; 6pm 
lt pinata $5 adv} a 


jain. pS iat tare tor, Mondays: with DJ Penny Tentiary Regge music: no cover all nite ‘STANLEY MILNER LIBRARY THE- 
LADINO REEEHOURE BUDDY'S Amateur Strip Contest WEW CITY LIKWAD LOUNGE The in | ATRE The Lagni-Suss Global 
FREEH Sunday with Mia Fellow, Ou Kraut: Mod > Orummers; 7pm; $20 
‘Afternoons with Phil Got To Give It WestCoastBabyD: rau A&B. Northern Soul, '60s bm; $20 available by 
AGA UEIn Hem tak ooh addy Garage, Mod Revival with Dr. Erick Pan at 420-6832: proceeds to, 
and dlsco with ORed Down: 27pn | ALTHY MeMASTY'S Mei and quests Mulf-Cutuel Seats Tore 
mearrai ies Mondays: with D SWAG. SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND Foon 
ca +) ing NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Make LOUARE Tepes Tuesday: popular 5 
Wonton tise Dat Marte Moray: House wh se beats with DJ Kevin Wong Apache Rose, SCAMKAL The 
NEW CYR Ys Asin ves, quests VELVET UNDERGROUND Tucsiay | Engineerband 
Is Jet Anarchy Adam 

(eat Your Wey BA Meeting); CLASSICAL 

jimpson’s a a 
O'BYRNE'S 0.) Finnegan; 9pm CONVOCATION HALL University of 


(door); $20 (basicl/$30 (premium); 
available by phone at 414 6766 


SPORTSWORLD New DJ; $10 


URBAN FRAT Urban Ladies Night 
aT ae Fab-Four 
InVinceable, Game, Weapon X and 
BabyGirl ae 


WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ Galatea 
and XS, quests; no caver 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


LB.'S PUB House band; 9:30pm- 
Tam; no cover 


NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE Marco 
Claveria {samba to Bolero) every 
Monday 


PREVUE / FRI, MAR 2(8 PM) / THE YOKO CASIONOS / 
VELVET UNDERGROUND, $10 Did these guys break up the 
Beatles or provide me with hours of fun making spooky 
sounds when | was a kid? | can never remember. 


O'BYRNE'S Best local musical talent 
with QJ Angus 


TUE 


Night Shakedowns: DJ Generic 
{Hipster Twister), quests; 8pm (door); 
ho cover; Kick-Off Party 


WUNDERBAR Sweet Brit and Punk 
with Phillip and Bogner 


Alberta Orchestral Winds, Angela 
Schroeder (director); Bom; $10 (stu: 
dent/senior)/$15 (adult) 
MCDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH-BANQUET HALL Music 
Wednesdays at Noon: Leanne Regehr 
(solo piano), 12;:10-12:50pm; free 


(MUTTART HALL, ALBERTA COL- 
LEGE Sing, Sing, Sing: Happnin’: The 
UofA Jazz Choir; 7.30pm; $10 (stu: 
ent/senior)/$15 (adult) available 
from choir members, door 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Deep 
Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House 
with Nic-E and Smooy 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Stanley 
Carroll spins on the Wooftop; Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays Main Floor Best 
Rides... Worst Wrecks. no cover 
foots music every Wednesday with 
DJ Buster Friendly; live music once a 
month 


BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ Sexxy 
Sean 


| sal PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY FeNe MIGHTCAUS Inurty 
So MALL Acastnsvmental Od Tne LIVE MUSIC \V anh 
iddle Jam hosted by the Wild Rose HULBERT'S Wobb) 
: ly Wednesday 
CLASSICAL Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm. downtempo, smooth jazz, with DJ 


CONVOCATION HALL Edmonton 
Youth Orshestra-Intermediate 


TAPHOUSE Monday Live: with Big 
Tickle; 8:30-11:30pm; no cover 


CASTLE ROCK-ST. ALBERT Live 
Tunes And Open Jam: with Mark 
Ammar, Noel Mekenzie; 8:30pm- 


LIVE MUSIC 


Frederick 


LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B with 
DU Spincycte 


‘Orchestra, Michael Massey (conduc- CLASSICAL 12:30am 
tor), 3pm $7 (senior/student)/$10 NEW CITY IKWID LOUNGE 
pe nsesiae DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Open Robobot Dj 3000 


Pr 


CONVOCATION HALL Music at 
ie ‘Student Recital Series; 12pm; 
ree 


CONVOCATION HALL Salute to the 


Stage with Chris Wynters and quest 


LEGENDS PUB Open jam hosted by 
Gary Thomas 


mic with Duff Robison; 8pm 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Giitter 
Gulch Wednesdays 


NIKKI DIAMOND'S Punk and ‘80s 
metal every Wednesday 


RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul: funk. soul 


{so Bands: University of Alberta/Grant REXALL PLACE Rod Stewart 8pm; CITADEL THEATRE Lagni Sussu disco, nu jazz, reggae, hip hop with 
aad Masten College Jaz Bands. Tom $54.75-$125 at TicketMaster Bel en Tom; $20 at the Coo! Curt, Yuri, Junior Brown, Remo 
(CHAIR CAFE Jim Findlay; lust and Raymond Banl {directors} YARDBIRD SUITE Jam session STANDARD Wednesday Gone Wild 


donations 


8pm; $10 {studenV/senior/$15 (adult) 


every Tue: Kent Sangster; 8:30pm 


COWBOYS Emerson Drive, guest; 
$24.95 (adv) at TicketMaster, 


Feat: with DJ Nestor Delano 


sou ER-STE EI we el ad (door), Sam (shaw), $3 Cowboys STOLU'S Wild Cherry: House/garage 
itehead trumpet, Syivia Shadick- | Viera Piano Trio; Spm; free DJS FIDDLER'S ROOST Little Flower eae ee 
inylor (piano); 3pm; $15 at TX on the McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH open stage; 7:30pm (door); $2 
‘Square, proceeds to the construction Resound: Kokopelli Choir with FREEHOUSE Big Rock LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic VELVET UNDERGROUND Panic 
of Women Building Futures student fi 4 Indie, Mod, Rock. Electro Dance 
. Canadian Chamber Choir: 7pm; $12 Tuesdays; Dus spin on the main level Partywith the Jbts: n 
sl: (adult)/$10 student/senior) at TIX on METRO CLUB AND }0 cover 


UDIO 2-7-FINE ARTS BUILD- 
Visiting artist recital: Felipe 


the Square 


BUDDY'S Free poo! and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


BILUARDS 
The Metro World Beat Band with 
Enrique 


WUNDERBAR Wednesdays with 
new DJ; no cover 


"Avellar de Aquino (cello 3pm $15 DJS ESMERALDA'S Top 40, country, A&B |  O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and AFTERHOURS E 
\student/senior\/$20 (adult) with DJ Foreplay, DJ Jimmy friends; 9:30pm; no cover Y pierce 
; BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays. FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) Latin PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
Service Industry Night; no minors; and Salsa music, dance lessons 8- HALL Acoustic Bluegrass Jam 


WHERE THEY ARE 
— 
| 
— 
Cane 
me | 


Spm-2am 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Polar 


10pm 
GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays: 


Presented by the Norther Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 


ALBERTA BALLROOM Crowne Plaza Chateau Lacombe, 10111 Bellamy Hill, 429-1000 * ARDEN THEATRE 5 St 
Anne Street, St. Albert, 459-7494, 451-3090/459-7494 * ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 432-4611 * 
AVENUE SKATE PARK 9030-118 Ave, 477-2149 * BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 * BACKROOM 
VODKA BAR 10324A-82 Ave, upstairs, 436-4418 » BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE 9221-34 Ave, 433-2599 * THE 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420-9098 * BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 951-9456 * THE BEERHUNTER 
PUB AND GRILL 7522-178 St * BELLEROSE BREAKDOWN 49 Giroux Road, St. Albert * BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 * BLIND 
PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 418-6332 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 * BLUES ON 
WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 439-5058 » BONNIE DOON HALL 9240-93 St, 708-6555 * BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 
* BUDDY’S 11725B Jasper Ave, 488-6636 * CAFE BRITT 1, 20 MacLeod Avenue, Spruce Grove, 220-8993/962- 
2511 * CAFE SELECT 8404-109 St, 438-1812 * CANADIAN HELLENIC HALL 10450-116 St * CARGO AND JAMES 
TEA SHOPPE 10624-82 Ave, 433-8152 * CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 Arayll Rd, 463-9467 * CASINO (YELLOW- 
HEAD) 12464-153 St, 463-9467 « CASTLE ROCK 507 St. Albert Rd, St. Albert, 458-8766 » CENTURY CASINO 
13103 Fort Rd, 643-4000 * CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 462-6565 * CONVOCATION 


=x ze EE }e S$ 


——______________sj, ____ 7 
Mandl! WHE PITILESS STORM 


FRI & SAT 
MAR 2-3 


MAR O7' MY SISTER OCEAN VS APACHE ROSE VS 
FIRST AID KIT VS THE ENGINEER BAND 


i FIC 


MAR 2-3 EXIT 303-FVEAR 04 KOKANEE FREERIDE WEEK 2: VACATION 
ON MARS / MISSES MISEL / OMEGA THEORY - FWALAKIFR > PERILOUS SEAS - 
IMEAR 1G MOBAD ASS - ALAR 28 KOWANEE FREERIDE WEEK 3: SILVER / 
TWENTY ONE RED / BROKEN NOSE - FWALAKFR 2.6 THE TRIP- 


53" drinks until 12 
Absolut Specials 
‘Shooter Specials All Night 


52.15 nnsotut Gocktails 
No Line No Cover 
Until Midnight 


M6 proiented ts hep 
im fash ancl gare 
prelanee with more ih 


Sf Whyte ae tra 


ABSOLUY FRIDAYS 


sludent campus 10 goad for no cover Hefore 11 pm 


HALL Arts Building, University of Alberta, 492-0601 * COWBOYS 10102-180 St, 481-8739 » CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St, 472-7696 * 
CROWNE PLAZA CHATEAU LACOMBE 10111 Bellamy Hill, 492-2384 » DANTE’S BISTRO 17328 Stony Plain Rd, 486-4448 * DECADANCE 10018-105 St, 990-1792/964- 
3168 * DEWEY’S LOUNGE Power Plant, U of A Campus, 492-3101 * DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE SHELL THEATRE * FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 10031-109 St * FORT 
SASKATCHEWAN 8700-84 St, For Saskatchewan * DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454-9928 * DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 * EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE 
WEM Phase Ill, 489-SHOW * EXPRESSIONZ CAFE 20125-107 Ave, 471-9125 * FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre, 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park (449-3378 « FEVER 
NIGHTCLUB Phase 3 of WEN, 961-3117 » FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St * FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 916-1557 * FIRST MENNONITE CHURCH 3650-91 St 
420-1757 * FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 * FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq, 433-9623 « FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 10341-82 Ave, 433- 
9676 « GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 488-4841 « GERMAN CANADIAN CULTURAL CENTRE 8310 Roper Rd, 628-2839 * GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 913-4312/953-3606 
* HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423-HALO * HILLTOP PUB 8220-106 Ave * HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK 8102, 10324-82 Ave, 989-7009 * HONEST MUR’S BAR AND GRILL 
8996-92 Ave, 463-6297 « HORIZON STAGE 1001 Calahoo Rd, Spruce Grove, 962-8995 * HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, (436-1161) * THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South 
* JAMMERS PUB 1194-127 Ave, 451-8779 * J AND R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St, 436-4403 * JEFFREY'S CAFE AND WINE BAR 9640-142 St, 451-6890 * JEKYLL 
AND HYDE 10610-100 Ave, 426-5381 + J.JS PUB 13160-118 Ave, 499-7462 * JOHN L. HAAR THEATRE Grant MacEwan College, 10045-156 St « J.R RANCH SALOON 
Jasper Place Hotel, 15326 Stony Plain Rd » JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-87 Ave, 427-2760 * JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 732- 
4589 « KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 433-6768 * KHz (SHARK TANK) 10249-97 St * KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave, 433-2599 * LA CITE FRANCOPHONE 8627-91 St » 
(B'S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert, 460-9100 * LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 481-2786 * LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd Fl, 447-4495 * McDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH 101 St. McDonald Drive, 468-4964 » METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 10250-106 St, 990-0704 * MUDDY WATERS 9211-111 St, 433-4390 + MUTTART 
HALL-ALBERTA COLLEGE 10050 MacDonald Dr « NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 490-1999 * NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 10081 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 * NEW city 
SUBURBS 10081 Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413-4578 * NEW WEST HOTEL 10525-111 Ave, 489-2511 * NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE 8430 Gateway Blvd, 432-2003 * NIKKI 
DIAMOND'S 8130 Gateway Blvd * NORTHGATE LIONS RECREATION CENTRE 7524-139 Ave * NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY LEAGUE 13535-109A Ave, 457-9417 
= THE NORWOOD LEGION 11150-82 St, 436-1554/495-5695 » O'BYRNE'S 10616-82 Ave, 414-6766 * O'CONNORS IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave * ONE ON WHYTE 0544 
82 Ave, 437-7699 * ORTONA ARMOURY 9722-102 St. » OVERDRIVE NEIGHBORHOOD PUB 6104-104 St, 988-5457 * OVERTIME BOILER AND TAPROOM South 
Whitemud Crossing, 106 St, 485-1717 « PALACE BANQUET AND CONVENTION HALL 3223 Parsons Road, 99 St * PARAMOUNT THEATRE 10233 Jasper Ave * PEP- 
PER’S SPORTS BAR & GRILL Westmount Centre, 111 Ave & Groat Rd * PLANET INDIGO - JASPER AVENUE 11607 Jasper Ave * PLANET INDIGO - ST. ALBERT 812 
Liberton Dr, St. Albert « PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860-57 Ave, 474-5270 * POLISH HALL 10960-104 St * POWER PLANT U of A Campus, 492-3101 * 
PRISM BAR & GRILL 10524-101 Ave » QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 University Ave, 438-6814 * RATT (ROOM AT THE TOP) 7th FI, Students’ Union Building, U of 
A Campus, 492-2153.» RED STAR 10534 Jasper Ave, 428-0825 » RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St, 444-1822 * RIGOLETTO'S CAFE 10068-108 St, 429-0701 * RITCHIE UNIT- 
ED CHURCH 9624.74 Ave  RIVERWEST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 19815-45 Ave * RIVERDALE HALL 9231-100 Ave, 421-1357 « RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 326-St. Albert 
Tail, 460-1122 » ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT CENTRE - CONCORDIA CAMPUS 73 Street, south of 112 Ave, 479-9319 « THE ROOST 10345-104 St, 426-3150 * ROSE- 
BOWL 10111-117 St, 482-2589 * ROSSDALE HALL 10135-96 Ave, 429-3624 * ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM THEATRE 12845-102 Ave » RUM JUNGLE Phase 2, upper level, 
WEM, 486-9494 * SAK'S ON 52ST 10525-51 Ave, 432-5853 « SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10416 Whyte Ave, 437-0231/710-1625 * SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 
438-0373 « SAWRIDGE BANQUET CENTRE 3840.76 Ave, 468-4115 » SOUTHMINSTER-STEINHAVER UNITED CHURCH 10740-19 Avo » SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 


ROLLER DISCO ITED CHURCH 9915-148 St, 482-7649 * ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE 10819-71 Ave, 438-6410 * ST. 
FA aan tas + STANLAND'S He 438-2582 © STARLITE ROOM 10020-102 St, 428-1099 * STOLLI'S 2nd floor, 10368 Whyte Ave, 


IN UNITED CHURCH 8510-95 Ave * STUDIO 27 Fine Arts Building, U of s Campus, 492-0601 
ron ngsway, 452-7770 * TRANSCEND COFFEE BAR AND ROAST- 
FRAT 10220-103 St * URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St, 439-3388 

WHISTLESTOP 12416-132 Ave, 451- 


O 


4 ite IL 
N WHYTE 


10544-82 AVE. 
PH:437-7699 


MARCH 1 - MARCH 7, 2007 
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Tow in the Line Atlantic’s debut CD 


BAYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
Ibum-pressing companies are 
A notorious for delays, so much 
A so that on some of these 
companies’ websites they will warn 
you straight up not to plan your CD 
release party until after all of the CDs 
have come in the mail. 

But what kind of rock ‘n’ roller is 
going to let some company tell them 
what to do? 

Not the Line Atlantic, that’s for 


te | SAT, MAR 3 (0 PM) 


| THE LINE ATLANTIC 
es | tn THE JONNSONS, sc 
x | POWERPLANT $8 (15 oLUOING Cy 


sure. And though it’s going to be 
close, the comedy of errors that has 
dogged the production of the band’s 
debut full-length should wind down 
just in time for their upcoming CD 
release party at the Powerplant. Or so 
they hope. 

“We've just had such a time get- 
ting this record done,” explains enig- 
matically monikered guitarist Big Jeff 
before adding that, following a long 
wait to have the album mixed, the 
band ran into an unexpected hurdle. 
"We had a great plan to get them a 
month and a half in advance and 
send them out to get reviews, but 
then there was a printing error, so 
now we'll get them March Ist for a 
CD release on March 3rd,” 


TAKING RISKS LIKE THAT are just a 


part of being in a band and there can 
be nothing riskier than heading out 
on the road. This summer the Line 
Atlantic—which is rounded out by 
Trevor Moore on guitar, Kelvin Cech 
on vocals, Medium Jeff on drums, 
Little Jeff on bass and Katie Perman 
on piano—plans to do just that. 

- “We're going to hit the road in 
August,” says Big Jeff. “A two- or 
three-week tour in Alberta, BC, 
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Saskatchewan arid maybe a bit fur- ments are keeping them close to 
ther east.” - home—for now. 

Big Jeff explains that the band “We're hoping that once people are 
would love tobe on the road out of school we can make the jump 
spreading their experimentalish rock _ from semi-touring band to full-time 
all the time, but current commit- touring band.” vw 


ONCEARTS® BUY TICKETS AT 
cv hob.ca 


333883 
CT 
Q 
AAS 


,ttTT) 


Assets 
Petts et ts 


oft? 
S99  ene00e2s 


‘ 


Be 


6666 


3988208828883 
ie 


Teeter ts 


’ 


ODE I tt Et tt 


i 


* 


"AGRICOM 
““pooRsS6PM = MAY 23 
GENERAL ADMISSION REXALL PLACE = 


FLOOR ~ 
7 GENERAL ADMISSION FLOOR 
REsenNEn OTe i RESERVED STANDS 
WEEKL 


>t bk tb bt bbb bt bb bb bb bb bb bb i bb tt bt tt >t >t bt bb bb bt ot ot bt tt 


— OS 


PURCHASE TICKETS GMGLMG aT hob.ca on ticketmasterce (780) 451-8000 


6 0 hae a Ma Se te Men te Ss ea Sa a Oa Sa ea a ea ea te a 


- MUSIC » MARCH 1-MARCH 7.2007 \7WISWEEKLY 


REVOLVER oni HOF (OPO 


| 


KATAKLYSM 


MAY 6 - EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


EDMONTON AB - DOORS 6 PM - ALL AGES 


ticketmaster.ca (780) 451-8000 _||NIDNEVENTS-=COM 
ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, FS (WEM) & FREECLOUD 


wal 

wv bias ROADRUNNER ALBERTA METAL WET Fanon k 
YUCLEAL ontmenyy URE ETAL AE a 

WUEWEEKLY — RECORDS Mee TCL _ 


40 =I SY — MARCH 1 - MARCH 7, 2007 MUSIC 


E / eden@vueweekly.com 

ith distractions at every turn in the 
Wi world, there are plenty of 

places that kids can spend their 
energy, SO even when parents play music, that 
interest doesn’t always translate between gen- 
erations. For Tamara Nile, though, the choices 
were relatively few growing up on BC’s Galiano 
island. 
“For the first six years of my life, my parents 
were living a back-to-the-earth lifestyle,” Nile 
recalls. “They both came from urban back- 
grounds and they had this dream of going back 
to the land and growing their own food and 
making things by hand and leading a life close 
to nature, not so mediated by the modern con- 
yeniences—community-based and less-com- 
mercial. That was the beginning of my life, and 
I didn’t know any different.” 
Nile’s family lived in a one-room cottage in a 
community of young artists—she hesitates to 
call them “hippies,” what with all the negative 
connotations associated with the term. When 
the family gathererd to play music for fun, Nile 
joined in, harmonizing with her mother on old 
folk and cajun tunes. She carried the desire to 
make music with her when they returned to an 
urban environment, and she explored other 
musical styles throughout her school years. 


BUT 17 WASN'T until finishing high school that 


Nile made the decision to make music her 
career. 

“1 went to India to ‘find myself,’ and | was 
there for four months and thinking about what 
1 wanted to do,” she remembers. “Music had 
always been a part of my life, but it’s not a very 
practical choice of careers, | suppose ... for the 
most part, people don’t encourage doing that 
as a career. 

“I went to this ashram in the very centre of 
India for the 100th birthday of the swami,” she 
continues. “I had a guitar with me and they 
asked me to sing a spiritual song. | wasn’t real- 


CHAN / sarah@vueweekly.com 

he whole world celebrated Mozart's 
250th birthday last year, with symphony 
orchestras around the globe filling their 
programming and festivals with the compos- 
er’s works. 

Mozart's birthday overshadowed _ that of 
the prolific Russian composer Dmitri 
hostakovich, whose centennial was passed 
ver with barely a blip on the radar. Now, 
though, Sempre de la Musica feels as though 
proper display of Shostakovich’s chamber 
work is in order. 

Pianist Marina Stolyar is elated to be per- 
forming Shostakovich's Piano Quintet in G 
Major and Piano Trio No 2 in E minor as a belat- 
€d birthday homage. Born and raised in 
Leningrad, Stolyar was the daughter of the 
rincipal cellist and violinist of the Leningrad 
ymphony Orchestra, and Stolyar's mother 
ictually played at the Shostakovich premiere of 
Symphony No 14, written for a chamber 
stra and soloists. 


ic is the jewel 
amara Nile 
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TAMARA NILE 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE, $15 
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ly raised with religion, so the only thing | could 
think of was a Christmas song. So I sang ‘Silent 
Night’ and people were just hanging on every 
note and it was amazing. I think I was the only 
non-Indian there—I was a total outsider—and 
it was an amazing way to connect with people, 
and at that time I was, like, ‘okay, I think I want 
to do this for the rest of my life.”" vw 


Happy belated birthday, 
dear Shostakovich 
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“SHOSTAKOVICH CAME 10 the premiere, which 


is where I met him personally,” Stolyar recalls 
fondly. “I was about 15 and was in awe 
because he was a legend.” 

Shostakovich’s reputation was marked by a 
strong streak of patriotism and Stolyar sug- 
gests that it was both a virtue and a limitation; 
his music was extremely revolutionary and 
undeniably provocative and beautiful, but a 
career in Russia meant Shostakovich had to 
work hard and tread lightly while receiving 
very little payment for his efforts. 

“In Russia, they were constantly beating him 
up over one thing or another—it’s a cruel way 
for a lot of people to make careers,” Stolyar 
notes. “Shostakovich lived through all that, and 
yet he never left or wanted to leave. He was 
such a patriot, you can feel it in his music.” w 
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NEW 
SOUNDS 


ELVIS PERKINS 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
XU RECORDINGS 
MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
Giving TS Eliot a run as 
i) “official pessimist poet of 
Catholic holidays-as- 
THS ROCKS metaphor-for-personal-and- 
societal-quakes,” Elvis Perkins 
delivers the cogent debut, Ash 
Wednesday, just in time for the self- 
punishing season. While the scale of 
creative energy here suggests an 
emerging artist as yet untouched by 
ennui or industry jadedness, Perkins’s 
intensely focused songcraft and delib- 
erateness in studio and arrangement 
decisions betray maturity and work 
ethic. A striking overall quality of Ash 
Wednesday is Perkins’s duplicitously 
organic blend of British folkie-ness 
(though constantly compared to Dylan 
and Cohen, he’s easier to locate in the 
canon of the Dory Previns and Nick 
Drakes of the world) and the decon- 
structed orchestral pop that’s lately 
redefined the genre. 

So we get exquisitely chiseled 
songs perturbed by mariachi-ish 
horns, French accordions, flourishes 
of doo-wop piano, shambolic group 
singalongs and musical saw—minus 
the psychedelia and buzzy roots-rock 
that usually accompanies such instru- 
mental experimentation (Perkins is 
more restrained than, say, Neutral 
Milk Hotel or Bright Eyes). Perhaps 
the real reason critics trot out the 
Dylan/Cohen thing so often is that 
these are as close to modern protest 
songs as possible—oblique commen- 
taries on absorbing too much tragedy 
in too short a time, and reaching for 
the comfort of substance and sub- 
stances. 
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MOTHER MOTHER 
TOUCH UP 
LAST GANG 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 


Over the last few days, I’ve 


noticed a few posters hang- 
ing inside the University LRT 
THIS ROCKS tation with a picture of the 
five-headed rooster that appears on 
the cover of Mother Mother’s new 
album. I thought that this was one of 
those lame “street team” moves to 
which major labels are always sub- 
jecting young people, a bunch of bull- 
shit that creates the appearance of a 
groundswell of support but is, in reali- 
ty, nothing but corporate contrivance. 

Well, I still don’t know who put 
them up, but this album is far from 
bullshit. It’s pretty awesome. Pushing 
the best damaged-pop since the All 
Purpose Voltage Heroes fled the 
scene, this is an amazing and sonical- 
ly complicated record. 

I should make it clear, however, 
that this album sounds nothing like 
APVH musically, but the attitude— 
kooky, maybe a little psychotic—is the 
same. This album put a huge smile on 
my face with the way it dealt with 
such sad themes in such hilarious 
ways, kind of like the Moldy Peaches, 
but less vulgar and more creative. 

And the music is awesome too. 
Elements of straight-up pop, a little bit 
of bluegrass, maybe some New Wave, 
and all of it so skewed and trans- 
formed that it’s exceedingly difficult to 
say what it really is. Mother Mother 
plays live at the Velvet Underground 
Fri, Mar 2, and if they’re half as good 
live as on record, you'd be wise to 
check it out. 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 
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06. writer's block peter, bjom, & john 
07. ys joanna newsom 

08. friend opportunity deerhoof 

09. all's well camberwell now 

10. conqueror jesu 


get here quick on bus # 3, 5, or 135 west from downtown or the #7 north from the southside 


MUSIC 


CORTNEY TIDWELL 
DON'T LET THE STARS KEEP US TANGLED Up 


ALEX KONYE / alex@vueweekly.com 


There are special align 


ments of the sonic stars that 

produce the kind of record 
THISROCKS that warms the cockles and 
slays the cynic within: kismet is the — 
constellation; Cortney Tidwell is the 
knight. What's at play here, folks, is 
the old-time alchemy that a toothless 
derelict jabbers on about down on the 
corner. That’s correct. Tidwell ha 
found the philosopher's stone ... of 
composition. 

It’s a relatively simple process 
where you take the mix of Bjork- 
voice, 720-day-old guitar-string 
patina, Ray Manzarek-esque organ- 
cum-bass, occasional strings, mid- 
western charm and a master poet's 
field notes from his time doing pey- 
ote in the Yucatan, and then you 
turn it into song gold. 

Tidwell gives us an album of jazzy 
shuffle-beat songs, full-on Do Make 
Say Think wall-of-melody art-rock 
crescendos and outsider-organ/beat- 
box jams—effectively trumping New- 
som’s one-trick harp-and-Ozark 
show. Whether it’s Bjork, Tidwell or 
Newsom, they’re all howling at the 
same moon, and that’s totally cosmic 


DEWEARE 
HIGH CLASS TRAUMA 
MILAGRO 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

High Class Trauma is the 

debut album from France's 

Franck Deweare. The title 
TASER track opens the disc with 
Deweare entering the picture sound 
ing something like a damaged cock 
tail lounge singer, backed with ringing 
piano chords, bass and drums. The 
soundscape changes quickly, though 
as the song winds its way through a 
sustained string-sound and right into 
a dark disco grind. Deweare neve! 
lets the music get away from him 
keeping it restrained beneath the 
weight of a well-written and dramatic 
groove, but that's not to say that he’s 
playing it safe. 

The opening sets the bar high, and 
while Deweare never crashes, it is 
occasionally difficult to match tha 
initial kick; “Back From Hell” neve’ 
quite capitalizes on its cool guitar and 
hor lines. Still, the record as a whole 
is pretty good—“Swallow” has som« 
nice hammered piano chords and spi 
raling guitar lines, and “Magic Bas- 
tard” is all about the collision between 
a wicked bass, the B3 organ anc 
some funky guitar. Does Deweare 
reinvent the wheel here: no. Does he 
indulge in an intoxicating brew ©! 
darkness forged in the netherworld o! 
that ultra-cool hipster joint over o! 
the wrong side of the tracks? You bet 


LINE ATLANTIC 
BHU 
1 HUMAN CONDITION 


BRYAN BIATLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
Spacey and melodic, dense 
€y and meandering, this is an 
album that required two lis- 
THSIS OK tenings before I could get to 
the core of it. You can definitely hear 
the disparate influences of the mem- 
bers—whose former bands span the 
gamut from hardcore to folk to cover 
bands—and they've created a work- 

able whole out of the parts. 

The best thing about this album is 
the musicians’ skill at changing 
gears at high speed. It’s not like a 
hardcore band changing time signa- 
tures on a dime—it’s much more 
musical than that. The entire feeling 
of a song can change in an instant, 
which, to my ears anyways, is much 
more interesting. At times highly 
ambient, with plinky pianos and 
moaned vocals, this album would 
make a good soundtrack for road 
trips that take you deep into the 
night. Then, in come the double kick 
and the crunchy guitars to make 
sure you're awake. 

The album does, however, lack 
focus. Some of the songs meander a 
little too much and while there are 
moments of brilliance, nothing 
grabs you by the throat and forces 
you to listen. But the band will con- 
tinue to mesh I'm sure, and I’m real- 
ly looking forward to hearing of 
their next album. 


JANN ARDEN 
UNCOVER ME 
UNIVERSAL 


MEGAN HALL / megan@vueweekly.com 
This new disc from Canadi- 
@ an songstress Jann Arden 
features her versions of 
Tesixs songs made famous by the 
likes of Dusty Springfield, Carly Simon 
and Pat Benatar, to name a few. 
Unfortunately, listening to Uncover Me 
is like going to a karaoke bar ona 
Saturday night. The difference 
between Arden and your typical bar- 
stars is that Arden forfeited the right 
to forget her mistakes when she 
chose to release her karaoke cast-offs 

on the unsuspecting public. 

Arden is best known for singing 
depressing ballad songs with her deep 
and powerful voice, and her voice 
does come shining through on 
Benatar’s “Love is a Battlefield,” but 
there is nothing about Petula Clark’s 
“Downtown” or Cat Stevens’ “Peace 
Train” that longs for her treatment. 
Arden explains the rationale behind 
€ach song choice in the liner notes— 
basically, she likes the songs. This 
might help listeners relate to Arden 
on a personal level through a shared 
love for some of the classics, but it 
doesn’t make the album any better. 


We can all enjoy the 
freedom of YouTube 


=| ENTER SANDOR 


=} | steven@vueweeklycom 


| think, by now, most of us with com- 
puters and modems have seen the 
internet-distributed video of “Gay 
Bar” by the Electric Six. It’s the video 
that has spliced together images of 
George W Bush and Tony Blair, mak- 
ing the two leaders at the head of the 
invasion of Iraq look like they are 
singing “You, | want to take you to a 
gay bar, gay bar...” 

The Electric Six have won a mittful 
of awards for the video for “Gay Bar.” 
Not for the video | just described, but 
the official video for the song the band 
did. But, despite that, we are all more 
familiar with the Detroit rockers 
thanks to that internet video. 

Thanks to the internet, especially 
YouTube, we are likely to see more 
and more bands have more than one 
video per song. MTV and MuchMusic 
have strict rules that must be adhered 
to before they will even consider air- 
ing a video. But the internet has no 
taboos, so having a second, ‘net-only 
video makes sense. 

Really, modern music video stations 
are no different than AM radio used to 
be in the ‘70s and ‘80s. If songs are 
too long, they need to be snipped. If 
there are any nasty words, they have 
to come out. And, if you get into dan- 
gerous political territory, while it’s not 
expressly verboten, it won't help pro- 
grammers pick your video. 

But more and more “Gay Bar” sce- 
narios are coming, thanks to YouTube. 

Edmonton metal band Mervyn 
Albin, who has already posted videos 
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YOUNG GALAXY 
YOUNG GALAXY 
ARTS & CRAFIS 

Lush and arty pop 


Quite nice, but maybe a few 
Too many snoozers 


“Technical” metal 
Although technically, I'm not 
Sure this is music ... 


THE JUNCTION 

THE JUNCTION 

UNIVERSAL 

Rock from the T-Dot 
Flavourful, with just a hint 
Of jazzy stylings 


THE POSTMARKS 
THE POSTMARKS 
UNFITERED 

So cute and cuddly 


{t makes Lisa Loeb sound like 
Exene Cervenka 


to YouTube, plans to shoot two videos 
for the song “Media Dictatorship.” 
The song takes on the right-wing 
media establishment, led by FOX 
News. And guitarist Cam Baker and 
crew know that attacks on the media 
are risque, especially when a band is 
trying to get noticed by the media. 

“Yn the future, we plan to make two 
versions of our videos,” he says. “In 
one, it's pretty crazy and you can say a 
lot. But we could also do a tamer one 
for MuchMusic and MTV." 

So, look for an upcoming YouTube 
version of “Media Dictatorship” that 
pulls no punches when it comes to 
political statement. 

And, for Baker, YouTube could 
become more of an accurate gauge of 
how music fans are receiving a band's 
videos. Unlike traditional TV outlets, 
which are fueled by major-label dol- 
lars and crossover promotions from 
well-heeled corporations, YouTube's 
count of how many times a video is 
viewed is an unfiltered view of the 
grassroots. 

“lf had a choice of breaking on 
MTV, MuchMusic or YouTube, | would 
choose YouTube,” says Baker. “Because, 
if you get popular on YouTube, you know 
that no one is pushing you.” 

Could YouTube be the place which 
allows bands to re-inject politics into 
their music without fear of censure? If 
so, maybe the site could do for music 
video what Woodstock did for the 
political conscience of the music 
industry back in the ‘60s—without the 
bad hair and smelly people. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


GILBY CLARKE 

GILBY CLARKE 

SPITFIRE 

Guns N’ Roses: done 
Rockstar Supernova: done 
Gilby Clarke: sooo done 


FOUR DAY HOMBRE 
EXPERIMENTS IN LIVING 
SUBCIETY 2 


If you like Coldplay 
And snorting crushed Percocets 
Then this is for you 


HOUSE OF FOOLS 

LIVE AND LEARN 

DAIWE-THAU 

With great songs and slick 
Arrangements, there will be no 
Pitying these Fools 


THE COLOUR 
oe EARTH & SKY 


Band manages to 
Channel U2, Stones, the Cure 
And still be boring 


Tre 

3615 

SMS 

These guys just may be 


The best wacky French rappers 
That I've ever seen 
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EDMONTON'S ONLY LIVE 


Shows start Thursday 8pm, 
BAR! Friday and Saturday 9pm. 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT - STEAK & LOBSTER 
DRESS REHERSAL EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT - NO COVER 


2940 Calgary Trail South 465-6800 theivoryclub.com 


HT 
ENU 


BLACK DOG 
10425 * 82 AVE 


MUSIC 


MARCH 1-MARCH 7,207 \Wursweexiy 43 


If you ask this sciencetician 
He will tell you 
The BLACK DOG 
is a sensible part 
of any healthy diet 


ROB BREZSHY 
freewill @vueweekly.com 


<2 ASTROLOGY 


~ ARIES (MAR 21 - APA 19) 

You're facing a classic Aries dilemma: you 
can either run away from demanding 
responsibilities towards an illusory free- 
dom that might allow you to cling to a false 
sense of pride, or else you can gleefully 
embrace interesting responsibilities that 
will build your self-confidence as you fight 
for a whole new kind of freedom. The out- 
come of this choice is uncertain, and won't 
be determined by invisible vibrations 
beaming down on you from the planets 
Everything depends on whether you'll make 
use of your dormant reserves of willpower. 


_ (APR 20 - MAY 20) 
ic giggle” was Terence McKenna’s 
a ar an event in which the inherent 
benevolence of the universe suddenly 
u over with a delightful shock- 
V ronicity. He believed you 
uld and should act ourt such erup- 
? rt of your mind 
hat it knows. Wan- 
xplorer in 
yates your 
n all red clothes, 
obile home and 
rlad u fz yOu can as you 
eloved. If 
erm for 
2 live, Ike 
sal orgasm 


GENIN (MAY 21 - 


JUN 20) 


show that people in Utah take 


antidepressant drugs at a rate twice the 
national average. Why? It may have to do 
with Mormon culture, which is a domi- 
nant influence in the state. The argument 
goes that church members feel they have 
to be perfect and act happy no matter 
what's bothering them. If this is an accu- 
fate assessment, the antidepressant glut 
in Utah may soon abate. That's because 
Geminis living there (and all over the 
world, for that matter) will just naturally 
be finding new ways to feel good by 
acknowledging and dealing with the 
imperfections in their lives. Remember 
how Salvador Dali said he didn't need to 
take drugs because he was a drug? You'll 
have a talent for seeing interesting beau- 
ty in every situation, even difficult ones. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

In his article “The Evolution of Culture,” 
Cliff Bostock says that many Europeans 
who emigrated to the New World after 
1492 believed it was a magical land prom- 
ising fabulous wealth and the secret to 
eternal youth. Meanwhile, however, Euro- 
pean scientists developed the view that 
“everything in America—from the land to 
the people, animals and plants—was bio- 
logically inferior to its European ‘origi- 
nals.’" Some Cancerians have a 
comparable split about their destinies. On 
the one hand, they idealize the past, imag- 
ining it to be better or happier than the 
present time. On the other hand, they ache 
for an idealized future that will be better or 
happier than today. Does that describe 
you? If so, this is your wake-up call. 


LEO (JUL 23-AUG 22) 


Welcome to the Season of the Oxymoron. 
During this unsettling yet intriguing time, 
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REVUE / FRI, FEB 23 / JAKE IAN / BLUE CHAIR CAFE 
Yes, it's sad that the Sidetrack Café kas shut its 
doors. It hurts a little bit anytime one of our city’s ven- 
ues disappears. But you know what? It’s not the end 
of the world. And it's sure as hell not the end of live 
music as we know it. There are still places like the 
Blue Chair Café where local musicians are welcome 
on its stage, and, more importantly, Edmonton's 
artists still want to play—that's kind of the whole 
point of the music deal—and so they're going to find 
a way to be heard. Take Jake lan, for example. He's 
often found fronting local punks PiND, but he also has 
a knack for strumming an acoustic guitar, so he 
reached out to Yukon songwriter Gordie Tentrees 
through MySpace and offered to open for Tentrees at 
the Blue Chair. | was glad he did that, because he's 
got a cool, ragged way of singing a tune, and I'm look- 
ing forward to hearing the album that he’s currently 
working away on. —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


you'll have a poetic license to celebrate 
all the paradoxes that drive you half-crazy 
and teach you how to be vividly alive. 
Keep in mind that there are relatively 
negative oxymorons, like “holy war,” “mil- 
itary intelligence,” “boring orgasm” and 
“selfish gifts,” while there are also posi- 
tive varieties, like “lyrical logic,” “rever- 
ent rage,” “wild discipline” and 
“aggressive sensitivity.” | urge you to 
avoid the former and embrace the latter. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

In May 2005, while floating in a heated, 
heart-shaped swimming pool in Milan, 
Italy, Andrea Pedrani and Federica Di 
Venosa kissed underwater for 87 sec- 
onds. That's got to be a world record, 
right? If their mark is ever broken, | bet it 
will involve at Jeast one Virgo and will 
happen in the next few weeks. Your tribe 
is ina phase when you're capable of peak 
performances in both the erotic arts and 
oceanic emotions. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

Russian economist Yevgeny Yasin told the 
London Guardian that Russia’s ongoing 
crises were severe, but that there were 
two possible ways the situation could be 
salvaged. In the wildly optimistic sce- 
nario, he said, the Russian people would 
correct the problems themselves. In a 
more realistic scenario, extraterrestrials 
from outer space would intercede and fix 
the problems for them. In your personal 
life, Libra, the situation is exactly 
reversed. You may be fantasizing about 
some improbable intervention that will 
arrive to rescue you from your current 
dilemma, but the only truly practical 
approach is to solve it yourself. 


MUSIC 


SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21) 

As | contemplate the growing wonder of 
your animal magnetism, my urge to spout 
poetry is uncontrollable. You're like a 
dancing heron or a singing tiger or a snake 
spelling out words by assuming different 
letter-shaped poses. You're a convention 
of laughing hyenas partying at a watering 
hole on the other side of the tracks from 
paradise. In short, you're as impossible to 
predict as a drunk hummingbird, as dan- 
gerously smart as a shape-shifting fox 
from Japanese mythology. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

“Dear Rob: | was lying in my bed basking 
in a sunbeam this morning, too comfort- 
able to get up and take my Prozac, when | 
thought, ‘Hey, what if I'm not, you know, 
emotionally challenged? What if I’m just 
lazy? Maybe if | worked harder at culti- 
vating happiness, I'd just sort of outgrow 
my depression—you know, render it irrel- 
evant.’ Do you have an opinion about this 
theory? —Slothful Sagittarius.” Dear 
Slothful: I'd have to know more about 
your personal history to evaluate whether 
laziness is the cause of your depression. | 
do know this, though: there are currently 
many Sagittarians who've become lax 
about their pursuit of happiness. But the 
good news is that it’s a perfect time for 
your tribe to get very aggressive about 
mastering the art of feeling really good. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

Accountants at an Australian car insur- 
ance company have found that Capricorns 
are the safest drivers. Correlating birth 
data with crash rates, they found that 
your sign is the least accident-prone. This 
probably has to do with your renowned 


PREVUE / FRI, MAR 2 re ee 
lh BURNIN’ SANDS, REBRANDS sal 

ROLODEX, LAZY HAZE / POWERPLANT B Sub. 
floor began life as the Jim Vaughan Experiment, but 
while Vaughan remains the group's leader and prin- 
ciple songwriter, he felt a name change was in 
order, mainly because he didn’t want to create the 
music by himself. “| just changed the name because 
| wanted to play with other people,” Vaughan 
explains. 
think. Whoever wants to play will play and it'll keep 
evolving. It’s not really a set thing.” Subfloor's 
upcoming gig at the Powerplant will be the group's 
first, but Vaughan is already thinking about the pos- 
sibilities for the future. “Maybe the next time we'll 
play it'll be a little unplugged thing, or maybe no 
drummer,” 
now.” —EDEN MUNAO / eden@vueweekly.com 


“It'll be different people every time, | 


he laughs. “It’s all up in the air right 


patience and carefulness. While | 
applaud you for that accomplishment and 
urge you to continue expressing your 
attention to detail while operating heavy 
machinery, | also recommend that in the 
coming week you make room for happier 
kinds of accidents. You need certain edu- 
cational blessings that only serendipity 
can provide. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

Oops. | apologize, Aquarius, but this 
week's horoscopes for the other signs are 
so long that I'm left with less than the 
usual amount of space for you. | think 
you'll be fine, though, because you're 
extraordinarily resourceful right now. You 
not only can make do with smaller doses 
of everything, you can actually thrive and 
prosper that way. Indeed, you actually 
need less of everything in order to be 
your best. 


PISCES (FEB 19- MAR 20) 

Native to Africa and Australia, baobab 
trees are oddly beautiful, with thick, bul- 
bous trunks that can grow partially hollow 
and thus serve as shelters for people and 
animals. They have an enormous capacity 
for storing water, allowing them to survive 
during droughts. Humans carve and paint 
their fruits, making them into ornaments, 
and also use their leaves, fruits and’ bark 
for food and drink. The tree's large white 
flowers open only at night, and are polli- 
nated by bats. You remind me of a baobab 
right now, Pisces. You're freakishly gor- 
geous, have enormous staying power and 
hundreds of uses, are a rich source of 
nourishment and comfort and bloom under 
the moonlight, when you do your best col- 
laborative work. w 


-Zpm) * Drop-in Night: every Fri (6-8pm) 
Sapte Mohd 
NDEnvirocaucus * $2 


ALBERTA vvow pialberta.org/pro- 
Democratic Alberta—Making it 
Forum * Mar. 17 (1-4:30pm) * 


reception to falla 
Alberta Museum; Ant Gallery of Alberta; and Media, 
Exposed (MADE/$10 (non-member) 


Peter Diep * Thu, Mat 1(1-2pm)* 


ing Centro, 11 
‘Transmission 


fermen: areal 
an ‘speckers, workshops, outings, 

0 ofall Jevels are 
‘weloome * $40 (individual membershipl/$50 (family(/$20 (fulltime 
‘student visitors may attend three times before joining 
USTENING THROUGH LENT: THE 'WORD' MADE MUSIC 
‘Siar of the North Centre (459-5511) With Della Dennis * Mar 
Apr. 17 (7-9:30pm)} 


WITH LOSS (454-1231, ext. 224) « An introduction pre- 
n Bereavement Centre * Tue, Mar. 6 (6:30- 
8.20pm) at Lessard Library, 6104-172 St * Wed, Mar. 7 (10am- 
hoon) at Calder Seniors Centre, 12963-120 St 


MEDITATION * Gade Samten Ling Tibetan Buddhist 

i Case pseall ‘St. wwew.gadensamtenting.org 
S Dhamichoe; beginner Tue (7pm); 

intermediate Wed (7pm); advanced Sun {11am-Ipm) * Bratoma 

fo tea eae ola (425- 

‘www bkwsu.org: Raja Yoga Meditation 

NABMING MOMENT: HOPE AND CHALLENGE 

TRANSCENDENCE Newman 
College, 15611 St. Albert Trail (447-2993) * Anthony 
‘with Ron Rolheiser * Mar. 9-10 


P St. Andrew's lait Chun, $616 148 
® Aworship experience ‘on the melodies. 
the world-wide Chistian 


0 Community, espe- 
‘America and Africa ® Sat, Mar, 10 (5pm) 


1292) Bors and Girls Clubs of Edmonton offers 
ops for parents at various city locations 


IPPORT GROUP (496-5930) * For women who 
Pee rumite avs an nae 


LEWIS Shaw Conference Cente 
‘one family’s quest for social change 


BE TELUS World of Science Observatrory, 
(00) * Lunar eclipse. view the highlights of 
will be sat up 6-10pm * Sat. Mar. 3(6:14pm) 
‘Academy of King Edward, 8525-101 St. 
'* Support meetings for TS adults and 
| Wed each month * Mar. 7 (7pm) 


AERA TA ASSOC «2 et 
rox 10 isa Dak Neato er et Povonn Fe 
* Dave : 
Park Meet at 10am at Hawrelak Park parking lot shelter #1; Mar. 18 


AMAPE Foc of Evan U ofA Canpus» Sx, sexual, en 
unten ae in = Taptaet 


hittp.//qroups yahoo com/group/t ton * Social group for bi- 
curios and bisexoal women © nd Thi 69 month 72ion) 
BOOTS AND SADDLES 101242-106 S1 (423-501 

ei pool able, extant stoves Netecony 


BUDDYS MITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-7735) « ! 
ee icy octet l 
Donnas NEI In The GoDema Sy, WU Weeranetatspea = 
Mon: Amateur strip contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 


We * Tue: Free pool and toumey, DJ 
Anoniaber « WOE aa ARI Sorreee Tho, Wer 
midnight, 
= Fn: We made ‘em famous! DU Eddy 
Toonflash, come early to avoid lineup, no caver before 10pm © Sat 
Undie night for men only, free pool and tourney, OJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper Ave (482- 
7980) * Open 24/7 © www.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON MUSIC NIGHT * A mature social group, couples 
and singles welcome * E-mail edmontonmusicnight@hotmail.com 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
‘wwww.edmontonrbs.org * Monthly after business mixer. Network 
‘and share contacts in the GLBT business community * Second 
Wed ea month ceed 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11456 Jasper 
Ave (488-5742) of contact? @hrvedmonton.com and 
Support services for people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and 
‘elated illnesses. Counselling, referrals, support groups, harm. 
reduction, education, advocacy and public awareness campaigns 


MLLUSIOMS SOCIAL CLUB Roost, 10245-104 91387-3343} « 
Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends and supporters meet the 2nd 
puree Hasta {Gpm); http://groups, yahoo. com/group/edmon- 
ton_itlusi 


IMSIDE/OUT Uof A Campus * Campus-based organization for 
Jesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer {LG8TO) faculty, 
graduate student, academio, straight allies and support staff * 
Srd Thu ea month (fall/winter terms): Speakers Series. Contact 
Kris [kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edmlivingpositive.ca 
{1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * Providing confidential peer support 
fo people living with HIV * Every Tue (7-9pm); Support group * 
Daily drop-in, peer counselling i a 
MADELEINE SAMAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 8406 
Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) fm 3-18 (490-7332) © Program for 
HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm reduction in French, 
English and other African languages * Every 3/d and 4th Sat (Sam- 
Spm) * Free (member)/$10 (membership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www.geocities.com/mak- 
ingwaves_edm ® Recreational and competitive swimming with 
coaching, beginners encouraged to participate. Socializing after 
practices * Every Tue and Thu 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (488-3234) 
Open: Mon-Thu Tpm-10pm, Fri 3-10pm * Bears Movie Night 
Bears Club; last Sun ea month (1-Spm, TY room) * Trans 
Education/Support Group: Support and education for transsexual, 
transgendered, intersexed, two-spirited and questioning individu- 
als; Ist, 3rd, fast Sun ea month (24pm) with Cody * Sunday 
Night Men’s Discussion Group: Mens social and discussion 
group, every Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at robwells780@hotmail.com 
® Friends and Family Playgroup: 2nd Sun ea month (24pm) with 
Noelle, friendsandfamilyplaygroup-owner@yehoogroups.ca * 
Monday Movie Night: Movie nights with themed movies and dis- 
cussion afterwards; every Mon * TTIQ Alliance: Support meeting 
for transgender, transsexual, intersex and questioning 2nd Tue ea 
month; ttiqualliance@shaw.ca, 718-1412 * GLBT Seniors Drop-In: 
Every Thu (2-4pm) with Jeff Bovee, 488-3234 * Sick and tired of 
being sick and tired? Cocaine Anonymous meeting; Thu 7-8pm; 
CA Hotline 475-2715 * HIV Outreach: Drop-in circle every other 
Thu (7pm) * Youth Understanding Youth: Youth support and 
‘social group; every Sat (7-9pm); yuy@shaw.ca; 
www.members.shaw.ca/yuy * Suit Up and Show Up-Big Book 
Study; Sat (12-2); suitupshowupehotmail.com * NOP LGBT 
Calicus: last Sun ea month with Jay, 498-3234 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 Si, back entrance (990- 
0038) * Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Thu, Sun Bpm- 
Sam; Fri Sat 8pm-4am; closed Mon, Tue. Wed # Thu; Thursdays 
are Gorgeous with Hastess Hootie McBoob, featuring Drag Kings 
and Queens, burlesque and amateur strip the last Thu ea. Month 
® Fri All Request Dance Party every Friday, OJ Jazzy with rotat- 
ing shows every week * Sat: Always like New Years Eve: with 
DJ Dan (retro) downstairs and DJ Jazzy (new music) upstairs * 
Sun: Flashback Sundays: Featuring hostesses Miss Bianca and 
Vanity Fair, rotating guests. Free pool all night long; $3 cover * 
Weekends: $4 (members}/S6 (non-member)/Sun $2 caver 


‘SINGLE LESBIANS 40 PLUS © A woman's social group, gathers 
once a month on Sat for conversation over tea and coffee * 
Information e-mail: singlewomen40plus@hatmail.com 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) * Steam baths 
open daily (24hrs) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave teeta . om aly foe . 
Sui with Tizzy and Patrick * Sat-Sun 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


SEXTET Ukrainian Hall, 11018-97 St (469- 
3469/496-0776) * Dance to Argentinian and Latin rhythms * Sat, 
Mar. 10 (7pm) * $15 


34 AAve (644-1626) © Fundraising dinner, silent auction wl a 
See Tey 15 Soha) « sanction vod 1a 

CONTACT ALBERTA Faculte Ssint~Jean Auditorium, 8406 Marie- 
‘Anne-Gaboury St * Presented by the 
‘eophone de Alberta (RAFA} featuring three 3 
‘and poetry starting eighteen artists from Pacific to Atlantic oceans 
Max. 2-4 (Fri-Sat 7:30pm; Sat 2pm) * $10 (adeht/S8\stusent) 


Hall, Millwoods Golf Course, 4510-50 St (482-6215) * Fundraiser 
featuring KakopellOran Choir and Rooney and Punyi production of 
Hats and Gloves, Hard Work and Dreams, and a silent auction * 
Sat, Mat. 3 (5pm cocktails: 6pm dinner) * pet) 


(CULTURE FEST Hiarry Ainlay Highs School (413°2700) * Featuring 


_«—=—O—~—<~—— 


pada eard I dances and sports, and food with » 
and ct f 
a on n 2 cultural costume diy 6n 
DESSERT GALA Highlands Golf Club (702-41 Fundraiser 
te aan ed Gor nen re a) 
featuring speaker ninedy, live entertainment, a si 
auction and morp.*. Fri, Mat.2 (2-11pm} <0 as 


HONORING OUR PAST-DESIGNING OUR FUTURE City Ha). 1 
Sir Winston Churchil'$q » Opeing Ceremonies of mnerotion 
Women's Week featuring speakers Judy Lynn Archer (Women 
Building Futures), Kathy Kavanagh, and the Women's Memory 
Cara jeatunna: Wornen at Work, Home and inte 
Community, 1947-1950, an exhibition of photos f 

Archives * Sun, Mar 4 (1-3:15pm) se bbe 


RIBBON ROUGE ARTS NIGHT Dinwoodie Lounge, 2nd Fl 
Students’ Union Building, 8900-114 St. U of A fsanee (994-7364) 
2 An | Ode to the. Survivors: Live music and dance parformances, 
EAC ete ira eal show, art exhibit and a 
auction * Fri, Mar. Ipm) * $10 (swdent)/$15 (adult), 
donating to orphans of HIV 9947364 eee 


‘SWING EMPORIUM DANCE German Canatiian Cultural Cent 
5310 Roper Aid (622-2839) « Dinner and dance * Sat Mor 3” 
{6:30pm cocktails; 7:30pm dinner, 9pm dance) * $40 


TAMANI'S PREMIER BENERT MIGHT Elks Club (11823-129 
Ave * Silent auction and benefit concert, music by Kristilyn 
Robertson, Kevin Myers, and Paula Bruyere and a performance by 
Solejaz * Mar, 14@ $15 


AVENETIAN AFFAIR 5 St. Anne Street. St Albert Place, St 
Albert (480-4310) * An Evening with Anists: Wine tasting, 
‘Music, silent and live art auctions and more presented by Profiles 
Public Art Gallery * Sat, Mar. 3 (7pm door) * $35/$30 (AHF mem- 
bers} at Profiles Gallery 


WALKER-A-THON Londonderry Mall (732-1221) * Fundraiser for 
‘Seniors Driving Centre of Edmonton * Mar. 3 (8—-10am} 


WELCOME TO THE REEL WORLD-BETWEEN MIDNIGHT 
AND THE ROOSTERS CROW U of A Campus, CEB 325 (Behind 
CAB), University of Alberta Intemational presents a documentary 
on how in the search for the ‘black gold’ that drives Western 
economies, multinational corporations are working to extract bil- 
Hions of dollars of oil reserves from beneath Ecuador's rainforest. 
Followed by a 0 and A period with Ineke Locke. Screenings are 
free of charge * Mar. 13 


WELCOME TO THE REEL WORLD-SCARED SACRED C10 375 
(Behind CAB), U of A Campus * U of A International presents 3 
documentary visiting the ‘Ground Zeros’ of the planet, looking for 
hope in the darkest moments of human history. Followed by a 0 
and A period with Amnesty Intemational © Free * Mar. 6 
{Welcome to the Reel World information available at 
http\//veww.international.valberta.ca/globaled_events php?id=201) 


WORLD FAMOUS UNIVERSITIES Myer Horowitz Theatre, SUB, 
U of A Campus * Advanced screening of Chinese Documentary 
profiling the University of Alberta (subtitled) * Mar. 6 {5pm door), 


KARAOKE 


BAR-B-BAR 4249-23 Ave (461-2244) * Every Thu and Sat 
(Spm): James, Mc Entertainment * Every Sun (7pm). James, Mr 
Entertainment 


BELLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony Plain Aid (484- 
7751) * Every Wed (8pm-12am); every Thu, Fri, Sat (9:30pm- 1:40am) 
with Right Said Ed 


CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St(425-4298) © Every Sun (8pm- 
12): with Jeannie and Bruce 


CASTLEDOWN'S P UB 16753-100 St * Every Tus (Som-Tam): with 
Off-Key Entertainment 


(CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millbourne Rd (462-6555) * Every 
Tue (Spm): with Sonia, Prosound Productions 


(CROWN AND ANCHOA 15277 Castledowns Rd (472-7695) * Every 
Thu 


ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave (435-5050) * Every Mon (pm). with Sonia, 
Prosound Productions: 


FRANCO'S PUB 14059 Victoria Trail (478-4636) * Evary Thu-Sat 
(9pm-2am); with Jeannie and Bruce 


‘GAS PUBAP 10165-1714 St (488-4941) * Every Tue-Wed (9.30pm), 
Gord's Best Live Singing Show 

HAWREYE'S TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) © Every Fri (Bpm-mid- 
night with Deb Thulin, Hot Karaoke Productions 

KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (451-0597) © Every Fri-Sat 
{10pm-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
WONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn. 4440 Gateway Blvd (431-5915) 
* Every Sun (8pm) With Evolution Entertainment 

IMAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) « Fridays karaoke (Spm-late). 
with Chris 


MOJO'S Best Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan (998-7888) « Every 
Fri (9.30pm, with SoniayProsound Productions 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6109-90 Ave (490-1999) * Every Thu Karaoke 


(O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-83 Avs (459-3165) * Every Thu 
{Spm-tam) 

(ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4757) * Karaoke Mondays. 
Every Mon (9pm: Hosted by Me Entertainment's Seott Parsons # 
‘Salsa and the City Thursdays: Latin music and Salsa lessons; every 
Thu (9am) 

ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) * Every Wed/Thu/Sun 
(9:30pm-2am): with TLC Entertainment 


PEPPERS Westmount Mall, 135 St. 113 Ave (451-8022) * Every Thu 
{9.30pm-1-30am). with Gord from Stonerock Productions 


BATT 2-900 Students’ Union Bldg, 8900 114 St, U of A (492-2153) 
Hey, What Are These Tunes Called?: Name That Tune every Tue with 
Colin Kneger * Karaoke, baby: avery Wed (Spm) wath Colin and 
Darnell 

ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Longest running Kareokn 
bar, 7 days 2 week 


ROSIE'S BAA AND GRILL * Downtown, 1004-101 St (473.499), 
Every Mon-Sat (Spm Sun (7pm). with Ruth * Higfistreet, 1091-124 
‘St (482-1600) daily (9:40pm) * Old Strathcona, 10475-80 Ava (439- 
721 1k every Thu-Sot (9:30pm-1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Ave: ‘overy Thu-Sat 
{Spm-1am}. with Off Key Entertainment 


‘SANTANMAS 17330 Stony Plain Ad (481-7625) * Every Wed. (Bpm- 
12. with Jeannie an Bruce 


‘SMLVER MARTIN 1(0668-155 St * Every Sat (Som-Tam) wath 
ProSound 


‘SSPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 15710- 
104 St (472-6238) © Every Tue. Fri-Sat (7pm-midnightl Sar-Sun (1- 
Som) 


THORSBY HOTEL + Every Sat (2:30pm-1:30am) with Proscund 


YOWRECKS LOUNGE 1143-50 St © Every Wed (7:90-11.20pm) with 
Sonia, Prosound 


YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Caregie Dr St. Albert (459-1295) * Every 
Thu (9.30pm-2am) with Of-Key Entertainment 


‘ZAKS OM BIST AVENUE 10525-51 Ave [432-5859/35-5047) + 


EVENTS 


Quick! Somebody buy Luke 
a leather messenger bag! 


& | TOTALLY GAY 


=> | LUKEFOSTER 
S| totallypay@vueweekly.com 


Birthdays bring out the worst in people. 
They milk the occasion for all it's worth. 
It's their day and don't you forget it. And 
how could you forget it? They've been 
mentioning it to you for the past two 
months, posted it on their Facebook pro- 
file, and made it very clear that you bet- 
ter be free on that date to celebrate the. 
big day with all of the other “close per- 
sonal friends” that the birthday person 
has managed to wrangle together at the 
same place, at the same time. 

And when the day arrives, the birth- 
day boy or girl really turns into the birth- 
day asshole. Today was the day that | 
was violently expelled from my mother's 
womb so | better be getting that new 
leather messenger bag I've been point- 
ing out for the last three months from 
somebody or else! I'm one year closer to 
death—or stuck in senile purgatory 
playing shuffleboard in a tan leisure 
suit—so there better be singing and 
cake. C’mon guys. Seriously, I'm, like, 
23! Fuck, I'm old! So I’m going to get 
drunk at the bar on someone else's dime 
and walk around like the hot shit | am 
and let everyone there know that it's my 
birthday and that they are therefore 
required to buy me a shot. 

Because |'m one year older, the day is 
all about me. I'm going to use it as an 
excuse to be happy at the expense of 
others who will be taking care of me for 
the entire day. I'm taking the day off 
work and will have someone treat me 
for both lunch and dinner. It's my birth- 
day and | am inherently more special 
than everyone else today, even more so 
than celebrities Ed McMahon, Shaquille 
O'Neal, Tom Arnold and Kiki Dee, who 
just so happen to be celebrating their 
day of birth on mine. 

We all know someone who's a birth- 
day asshole, whether by accident but 
more likely on purpose, a person who 
expects that the world revolve around 
them on their birthday, which probably 
isn’t much different than the other 364 
days of the year. 


A COUPLE YEARS AGO | was dating this 
guy whose birthday was coming up It 
was one of those more common than 
you'd think situations where | was 
already planning on breaking it off with 


him but | had to postpone it a few days 
until after the occasion, to be nice and 
all. He organized his own birthday dinner 
at a not-so-cheap restaurant for about a 
dozen or so of his close personal friends. 
Which was fine, | suppose, until the bill 
came. For whatever reason, his close 
personal friends were either very stingy 
when it came to tipping or just couldn’: 
do math very well, and there was a sub- 
stantial amount left unpaid, including the 
cost of the birthday boy's dinner. | had to 
pay. tt Well, | didn't have to pay it but | 
did, because even though the birthday 
boy wasn't intentionally being a birthday 
asshole, he just didn't take care of things 
beforehand and | was the one left with 
the triple-digit cheque. It worked out sort 
of okay, however: | hadn't given him his 
presents yet. | bought him two so | just 
withheld the more expensive one and 
returned it to cover some of the cost. | 
know how horrible that must sound, but | 
was just going to dump him anyway so 
he's lucky he even got one. 

|, for the record, am not a birthday ass- 
hole. Like dating a cheerleader, | tried it 
once, but it just didn't work for me. One 
year | told my mom over and over how 
cool it would be if she had something 
delivered to me at work so everyone who 
already knew it was my birthday would 
be reminded yet again. She sent me bal- 
loons. They were nice but they paled in 
comparison to what | can only describe as 
the biggest, classiest balloon bouquet 
I've ever seen, that arrived on the same 
day as mine for someone else who also 
had their birthday on mine. | was as 
deflated as my own balloons would 
become the following day. 

You're the only one who can make 
your own birthday special. | know | am, 
which is why each year | hold my own 
parties for my friends with booze and 
food that | pay for, | bake my own cake, 
and buy myself one special present that 
| know no one would ever think of get- 
ting me, because | would never even 
think about giving them a prioritized list 
of what | wanted. My birthday doesn’t 
mean that I'm one year older, it means 
that I've known my friends for that much 
longer. I've been to that many more 
places, I've written that much more, and 
\'m one year closer to getting everything 
else I've ever wanted. 

So Happy Birthday, Luke; 23 isn't old 
at all. Hell, according to that bartender 
the other night, you don’t even look 
legal! w 
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EDUCATIONAL 


HELP WANTED 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE] TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the 
is world. Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. 
Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call for Free info pack 
1-888-270-2941. 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for 
reliable, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


STUDENTS & 
SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! Professional, 
caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 
instruction since 1981 


SERVICES 
Smith Grasdal Studios 


“Tum Your Windows Into Billboards™ 
PH: 780 479 5623 


90235 
smithgrasdal@hotmail.com 


Teach English Overseas 


TESOL Gentified 5 Days in-Class or 
‘Online/Correspondence 
Job Overseas Guaranteed! 
FREE info Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 
7712 104 SL 
(Caigary Trai Southbound Across from Save-on-Foods) 


1-888-270-2941 @> FSF 


globaltesol.com “= coscusas 


—_—-- 
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FORM 


LC] Bolding 33 
Cj Caps $3 
() Extra Line $3 
Cj Bax Word Ad $3 
(3 Syrnbots $3 


‘SACE - Public Education Program: Sexual Assau! 
Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides crisis 
intervention, information, counseling & public educa- 
tion services. If required we can customize a presen- 
tation to meet your needs. T: (780) 423-4102 / F: 421- 
8734 / E: info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca / 24 Hour 
Crisis Line: 423-4121 


Want to a Attend Nicotine Ano’ 
om at Ebenezer United Church 


meetings: 7pm, every 
Hall, 706 Ave and 163 St. Contact Gwynn 443-3020. 


Boys and Girls Clubs of Edmonton offers support groups 
and workshops for parents. Various city locations. Call 
481-1292 for information. 


Had Enough? Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715. 


SHARED ACCOMMODATION 


Prof. male looking for female willing to share her fur- 

nished accommodation by Mar. 15/Apr. 1st. Willing to 

pay 1/2 rent, parking must be available. Pref. no pets 
or dependants. 780-299-9547. 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREEoFREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space. 


Amber Productions: auditions for theatre and film, 
ages 18-70 @ Ramada Hotel, 5359 Calgary Trail, Mon, 
Mar. 12, 12pm. info@amberproductions.ca- 


Canadian College of Performing Arts (CCPA). Auditions 
in Edmonton on Mon, Mar. 5 (noon) at the Citadel 
Theatre, 1701, 9828-101A Ave, 250-595-9970 or 
admin@ccpaccanada.com to register. 
CCPACANADA.COM. 


SEEXING: actors and stage crew to perform bilin- 
gual play (English/some French) from ‘A to Z. Possibly 
to perform at Edmonton's summer festivals. Meet bi- 
monthly. Improvisation friendly. Submit resume {English 
with photo) to: amateurplaywrite2007@gmail.com 


Male performers between the age of 18 and 30 who 
can sing and dance are required for ELOPE’s production 
of Hello, Dolly! For more info call ELOPE at 988-0806. 


Actors Models, Singer & Dancer Hopefuls! 
Holding Auditions, First Timers Welcome! Do you have 
the right stuff? Call (780)420-0163. CASH PRIZES! 


actress looking for starter roles in the- 
atre/film, caucasion 22 yrs, brown hair/eyes. 
mrs.nightingale@gmail.com. 


NEXTFEST is now ag a — for the 


visual arts, Deadline contact nextfes- 
tarts@gmail.com for more info 


Free tatoos, black and gray, large pictures/portraits, 
artist needs to buld portfolio. Jay 999-8182 


collaborative artist/mentor to help me 
integrate stunning photos from Africa into mixed media 
project contrasting ay with excess. Call Nicole 
'80-604-9878. 


WOW-Wild on Words: Creative writifig process to 
guide you into self-discovery. Meet bi-monthly on 
Sundays. Gentle feedback is encouraged by all. e-mail: 
feelgoodbewellin2007@gmail.com 


Call to Enter ArtsHab Studio Gallery features quest 
artists. Incl: Proposal; 10 slides/photos; CV: Antist state- 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


om 


Phone 426-1996 from Qam-5pm Mon-Fri ¢ Email office@vue ¥ 
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E-mail pnete@stawien or call 428-3400, Stu 
located at 10055-80 Ave; Wed-Sat 12am-Spm. 


FREE SAT ART DEMOS for all ages. No experience 
nec. Watch artists while they work. Mini-topics are for 
the curious, beginners, teachers, and hobby artists. Mar. 
2; Soft Pastels with David Shkolny; Mar. 10: Silk 
Painting with Helen Le Roux. The Paint Spot, 12418-102 
Ave, noon-3 pm. Ph 447-4551, www.paintspot.ca. 


ESPA is seeking a part-time website administrator 
(PAID), 5 hrs/mo to perform basic web updates. con- 
tact@edmontonsmallpress.org for more info. 


MUSICIANS 


Bassist wanted for rock/metal 
|, cover/original 


FIGU is for @ new drummer (pro level) 
for nmr ne a plus. eae must. 
ftgusinger@hotmail.com 


Death metal band is for a drummer for 
recording and touring. Able to rehearse 2-3 times/wk, 
able to jam to a metronome. EvilGlen 780-095-8722. 


Smokin’ bass player available for band/fill-ins. 
Young, neat appearance, excellent gear. All styles of 
music. Rod 405-4702. 


seeks to collaborate w/vocalist 
male/female. Covers and originals. 405-4702. 


Male songwriter/multi-instumentalist, 50s seeks single 
fem. mus/Voc 45-55 to build a swina/jump duo together 
& travel abroad. Ross 707-3979. 


50-yr-old s r looking to collabo- 
rate with like-minded people. 267-1157. 
VOLUNTEER 


SEEKING WELLNESS VOLUNTEERS: 4 hrly workshops 
for approx.12 adults who register before sping 2007. 
Focus on alternative wellness services in Edmonton. 
Open discussion and written feedback on likes/dis- 
\ikes/improvements encouraged to determine levels of 
stress relief. Info: feelgoodbewellin2007@gmail.com 


Volunteer Yoga Instructor: Strathcona Place 
Senior Centre. Ph Rita Mittelsteadt 433-5807. 


The Canadian Cancer Society's 6th annual Relay 
for Life on May 25-26 7pm-7am. Visit 
Wwww.cancer.ab.ca/relay or call (780) 455-7181 for info. 


CANANDIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and special 
events. Call Carmen at 444-1547. 


Become a friend to a NEW Canadian. Dulari at 474- 
8445 or www.eisa-edmonton.org 


Mentors for Children/Youth: Act as a positive role 
model to children/youth in group care. Evenings or 
weekends. 2-3 hrs./wk. Various Edmonton locations. 
Lily @ 432-1137. 


Mission in the Mall: Sun, Mar, 11, the Winnifred 
Stewart Association is registering teams. Ph Nicole 
Jordan 453-6707 or visit missioninthemall.com. 


Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volunteers 
aged 21+ interested in working with high-risk youth, 
drop-in setting. Ph Naomi 496-5947, e-m: 
osyc@telus.net 


We believe that all children have a right to grow in fam- 
ilies and schools, and that all adults deserve to have 
teal jobs, homes and friends. Ph 454-0701 and help to 
open the gates to community living in your area. 


Support the Youth Emergency Shelter Society 
Call 468-7070 to donate today—and help YESS fulfill 
their mission of giving youth at risk a chance! 


HipHepa Youth Group: looking for creative, leaders 

who want to learn more about liver health. Computer 

designers, health promoters, public speakers are wel- 
come, we will provide tentoring, Ph Melissa 444-1547. 


HREE LINES FOR $15 


CAPS OR BOLDING INCLUDED 


CLASSIFIEDS 
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at 10-12pm and 3-5pm. G 
arse Ol duay a4 aSNT ext 289, 


Volunteer Drivers needed for the Seniors Volunteer 
Driving Centre, 2-3 hrs Mon-Fri. Ph Anna 732-1221, 


Want to make a difference in someone's life? Teach 
an adult to read and write. We are always looking for 
tutors in your area. Contact the ly 
Literacy 421-7323 or find us online at www. famlit.ca 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for research 
studies with the Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at UofA. Call 407-3775 or 407-3221. 
Reimbursement provided. 

at U of A 


Brain ms ret Research 
seeks individuals suffering from PHOBIA for 
research study, Call 407-3221. Reimbursement provided. 


Brain Neurobiology Research at UofA 
seeks individuals who have recently delivered and aap 


suffering from if 
research study. Call 407-3906. Reimbursement provided. 


Edmonton Community Adult Learning 
Association is recruiting volunteers for the 
Board of Directors. www.ecala.org for info. 


Help to broadcast news for blind and print- 
restricted Edmontonians. Email: edmonton@voice- 
printeanada.com, or call 451-8331. 


Become a distress line volunteer. The Support 
Network, 732-6648. www.thesupportnetwork.com 


SEEKING musicians, literary and visual artists 
for the U of A Hospital's Artist on the Wards volun- 
teer program. Must have formal experience/training 
and be able to commit 2-3 hrs/wk for 6 consecutive” 
months. For information or to book an interview, 
please call 407-8428. 


Edmonton May Week Labour Arts Festival: 
Looking for volunteers to help with the planning and 
presentation of events, outreach and fundraising. 
www.mayweek.ab.ca for info. 


Do you like to drive your own car in Edm? We pay the 
gas! To be appreciated, call Seniors Vol. Driving for 
more information at 732-1221. 


Leisure Companions: Assist adults with intellectual 
disabilities to participate in leisure activities in their 
homes or in the community. Flexible hours. Various 
Edmonton locations. Lily @ 432-1137. 


CNIB is looking for volunteers with vision, adults 
(50+) to help seniors with vision loss. For more info 
call Catherine 453-8304. 


Volunteers needed to assist newcomers with 
pronunciation and grammar in a conversation cir- 
cle setting. Various library locations. Weekdays/Sat 

aft. Call Judy 424-3545 ext 249. 


in an office environment and 
this is a great opportunity to 
help us out only one day a week. Call 732-1221. 


Do You Know Someone Who Has Diabetes? Help 
find a cure. Volunteers are required for various 
fundraising events for the Alberta Diabetes 
Foundation. Ph Alberta Diabetes Foundation at 780- 
447-1451; e-mail: events@afdr.ab.ca; www.afdrab.ca 


If you enjoy werkt 
speaking with 


Volunteers needed to teach classroom English 
to adult Downtown. Flexible 


day/evening’3-4hrs/wk. Ph Judy424-3545.ext 209... 


Canadians for Kyoto; meet every Sun at 2pm down- 
town at the 2nd Cup Coffee Shop, Stanley Milner 
Library. Volunteer for the upcoming rally, 

e-m: climatechangeedmonton@fotmail.com 


Volunteers needed to teach simple Canadian 
recipes to newly arrived immigrants, Capilano/down- 
town. Saturdays 11-1pm, or every 3rd Thu 6-8pm: Ph 
Judy 424-3545 ext 249. 


Volunteer for a more just society for immigrants 
and refugees. wwwmulticulturalcoalition.ca or call 
sapina 423-1973. oo 


Volunteer for 
CMHSA-ER at 414-6300 or check www.cmha-edmon- 
ton.ab.ca, 


WECAN FOOD BASKET SOCIETY seeks volunteers 
in the Westview Village neighbourhood. 
Ph (780) 413-4525 www.wecanfood.com 


ESL Tutors needed! Call PA.LS. at 424 - 
5514 to help someone learn English as a Second 
Language. Training and materials are provided. 


Kiwanis Club is seeking volunteers to become part 
of the global Kiwanis. For info contact Colin Reichle 
at 460-9639 or Marg Day at 476-5033. 


Volunteers needed to teach English as Second 
Language to newcomers during the summer. 
Morning or afternoons at the Edmonton Mennonite 
Centre for Newcomers. Call Marty at 423-9516. 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals. Donate items, bid, have a great time 
Carmen 429-0137 x233. 
http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com. 


Nominations for the 2007 RISE 
(Recognizing Immigrant Success and Excellence) 


Awards are invited until April 6. For more info: 
wwwemcen.ab.ca, 423-9697. 


WUEWEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


- the winner must be 18 or older 


- prize must be accepted as awarded 


- fo one may enter any contest more 
than once 


- you may win only once every 60 days 
- Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 

- no staff, sponsors or members of their 
immediate family may enter 

- the personal information of those who 
enter will not be sold but may be pro- 
vided to contest sponsors 

~ the chances of winning depend on the 
number of entries received 

- by entering, entrants consent to the 
use of their names by Vue Weekly for 
publicity 

~ Vue Weekly is not responsible for prizes 
unclaimed after 15 days 
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r answering my question 
ator Pumps,” about performance 
anxiety). We solved the problem on our 
awn. My girlfriend recognized that it was 

a confidence issue, so she went to the 
local sex shop and purchased an herbal 
male performance pill. We were both 
skeptical, but it actually worked within an 
hour. We proceeded to have awesome 
marathon sex. | had random boners for 
the next 48 hours. 

My confidence was back pretty much 
instantaneously. We've had a healthy 
sexual relationship since then. We get a 
pill every now and again for kicks, but 
they are thankfully mostly unnecessary. 
LOVE. 

THE “MIND-BLOWING SEX, NOT THE GOOD KIND” GUY 


VOLUNTEER 


ESL Tutors urgently needed. Call PA.LS., 424-5514. 
Help someone learn English as a second language. 
Training materials provided. 


Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton needs 
volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis line. 
For information ph 423-4102. 


Overwhelmed? In a tough Talk to us! No- 
Fee Walk-in counselling 482-INFO (4536) The Support 
Network, www.thesupportnetwork.com 


Wecan Food Basket Seeks Volunteers: 
Opportunity for people on limited incomes to access 
quality nutritious food at affordable prices. 
Volunteers needed in the Bonnie Doon area to help 
process food orders. Ph 413-4525. 


Food Not Bombs Looking for people to help out 
with cooking and serving of meals every Sunday. Ph 
904-8751 or e-m: 
foodnotbombsedmonton@hotmail.com 


if you would like to reconnect with your volunteer 
Cooperation agency, or are looking to connect with 
other returned volunteers visit www.volcall.org 


Society of Seniors Caring About Seniors (SSCAS), 
drivers fo assist frail seniors to appoint- 
ments; $8/ride. Ph Val 465-0311. 


A call for volunteers - Action for Healthy 
Communities: Questions about AHC philosophy & 
programs? 944-4687 Visit: www.a4hc.ca 


DEAR GOOD GUY : 
| am simultaneously happy that you're 
happy and terribly sad that | ever read 
your follow-up letter. Why couldn't you 
have solved your problem with therapy or 
toys or pharmaceuticals or threesomes or 
gender reassignment surgery or anything, 
really, other than Dr Woody's Hygienic 
Vega-Vital Specific Elixir? Now | have to 
burst your bubble and you have no idea 
how much | don’t want to do that. 

Actually, you got past whatever was 
blocking you and now know you're capable 
of having mind-blowing sex, the good kind, 
not only with those bull-pucky pills but, 
More important. without them. You may be 
immune to bubble-bursting of any sort, 
which is great, however you got there. It's 
just, ugh, fake sex pills. | can’t help imag- 
ining those creepy late-night pseudo-ceuti- 
cal ads with the happy, happy wife with 
the unhinged jaw like an adders. 

Until fairly recently | was plagued by 
crippling phlebotophobia—merely think- 


E.C.A.W.A.R. (EDMONTON COALITION 
AGAINST WAR AND RACISM) 
Volunteers welcome. www.wage-peace.com 
for info/contacts, Ph 988-2713. 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton is in need 
of volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis Line. 
Hours are self-determined, you can work from your 
own home, Ph 423-4102 


Adult Day Support Programs provide seniors with 
special needs with a recreational/educational day 
program Donna 434-4747. 


Volunteer Overseas with Canadian Crossroads 
International: human rights, community economic 
development, and HIV/AIDS education, prevention, 
care. WWW.Cciorg.ca 


VOLUNTEER TUTORS NEEDED! Can you read 
this? Many can’t! Become a Tutor and share the 
gift of reading. Call P.A.L.S. at 424-5514 to help_ 
change a life through literacy. Training and materi- 
als are provided. 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 


Easter Seals. 
http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com 
DONATE ITEMS, BID, HAVE A GREAT TIME. Carmen 
429-0136 X 233. 


1S DRINKING A PROBLEM? 
AA. CAN HELP! 424-5900 


ing of blood-draws turned me clammy 
and faint, and having one, well, | don’t 
know what having one would have done, 
since | never let one of those needle- 
monkeys get within a hundred yards of 
me. Since | wouldn't get a blood test, | 
couldn't get any serious medical care, 
which was fine with me but irritating to 
my partner. So | resolved to do something 
about it, and since a couple of therapist 
friends had been taking EMDR training, | 
decided to do that. 


EMDR STANDS FOR eye-movement 
desensitization and reprocessing, a hyp- 
nosis-like process that is supposed to 
heal post-traumatic stress and be useful 
for treating phobias, although there is no 
scientific basis for those claims. There 
are studies suggesting it works as well as 
any other therapy, but then, there are also 
studies demonstrating that all therapy 
modes, semi-science and pseudoscience 
alike, work about equally well. The most 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


INDEPENDANT MONIQUE, 32, 
FRENCH. CLASS WITH EXTRAORDINARY BEAU- 
TY. 44D, 413-0294, 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! Make $799 US per 
month with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur 
website is currently looking for young attractive 


girls. 
Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 


Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! 
(780) 413-7144, Enter code 2310 


Cassandra: Hot Hungarian brunette; 36C-26-36; 
25 yrs; tight, toned, tanned; super fun; call for 
availability; 965-4968. 


Amber; Outgoing redhead; just 18; brand new to 
the industry, 34B-26-32; very open minded; call 
for availability; 441-1330. 


Chrissy: Sexy hot Italian w/jet black hair; very 
busty; 23; ask her about special; call for avail- 
ability; 441-1330, 


Mae-Ling: 20 yr old Asian; great body; loves to 


pamper; no rush service; a delicate oriental gem; 
call for availability; 965-4968 


For Women Seeking Romantic 


ESS a 


st the placebo effect in your pants, or 


likely explanation? Doing something 
helps. The more formal the something, 
the better. Paying for the something also 
helps, if you ask me, since most people 
believe, deep down, that something for 
nothing is worth what you paid for it. 

| also took my copy of Skeptic maga- 
zine with the cover story called “EMDR: 
Just A Big Fat Fraud?” or close enough, 
and buried it under a pile of old shopping 
circulars for the duration. | knew what it 
would say, you see, and | knew it was 
true: EMDR is bunk. It was the bunk that 
seemed most convenient at the time, 
though, so | willed myself to let it work. It 
worked OK (I've had umpteen blood tests 
since) although I'm fairly convinced that 
slipping $150 though a slot in the thera- 
pist's door every Wednesday would have 
worked equally well. Just do something, 

“Just Do Something” also explains why 
some patients report an immediate 
improvement when they start antidepres- 
sants, even though the real effects may 


PER HOUR 
SPECIAL © 


New, ce Members! 


Hot Male Chat. 


‘pruieline text ~ try for free! text “xtra” to GFREE 


take as long as two weeks to kick in. There 
is also, more directly apropos here, the 
Viagra effect, whereby a filled prescription 
for magic beans reliably produces enor 
mous, um, beanstalks, whether or not you 
ever open the bottle. You pointed out your- 
self that expecting to have disappointing 
dysfunctional sex nearly guarantees 
you will have it, so it shouldn't sur 
you that merely knowing there's help 
able can be enough to break the cycle 

There is one strange addendum to that 
though, if you'll stick with me: your snake 
oil pills may contain something besides 
snake oil, chalk and blue dye #26, and 
guess what that something might be? Con- 
sumer protection agencies both here and 
abroad have tested some alleged herbal 
supplements and found them to be adulter- 
ated with ... sildenifil citrate. That's Viagrz 
to you, bub. You might be better of 
getting the real thing. At least tha 
you'd know the dosage you're not taking 
LOVE, ANDREA 


FREE Trial Code: 2315 


780.413.7122 
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79 mniley$24.95: 1.900.451.2863 


NO MORE LONELY 
NIGHTS 
(Just pick up the phone) 
Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 


FREE Trial for MEN: 
702.2223 


Affairs & the Men Who 
Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 1,000,000 
Ad Profiles 
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p oem IONS Mall Agreement #40022989 


University of Alberta Libraray 
Bibliographic Services - Serials 
Sth Floor Cameron 


LIFE IN 
CARTOON MOTION 


Mika, Britain’s biggest music 
sensation, is a songwriter, performer, 
producer and orchestrator, and he’s 
ready to unleash his debut album, 
“Life In Cartoon Motion” to the 
world. Featuring the single, “Grace 
Kelly”, this cd is both astonishingly 
musical and profoundly thoughtful. 
His tunes combine a heady euphoric 
rush with darker unexpected 
elements: daytime melodramas 
and night-time tales of love, loss, 
abandonment, hope and happiness. 
They all jostle together for attention, 
each one a pure pop golden nugget. 


$9.99 


AMY WINEHOU 


BACK TO BLACK 


Amy Winehouse returns with a 
fantastic follow-up to her critically 
acclaimed debut album “Frank”. 
“Back In Black”, featuring the 
single “You Know I’m No Good”, 
combines Amy Winehouse’s saucy 
lyrics with a 60’s Motown feel. 
This album manages to bring 
together soul, pop, and blues in 
a way like never before. 


$9.99 
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THE JUNCTION 


Imagine a sound that combines 
the organic acoustic elements of 
folk music, with an innovative 
interpretation of the modern British 
rock scene. Welcome to the unique 
sound of The Junction. The self- 
titled “The Junction”, featuring 
the single “Components of Four”, 
is the result of three friends from 
Brampton, Ontario spending a 
long time developing a sound with 
variety that ranges from light- 
hearted four-to-the-floor sing-a- 
longs to intense indie rock. 


$14.99 


" 
» # 
ae /) ; 
patsrc 
a & 
i. 


y 


UNIVERSAL 
Sikes 


UMUSIC-CA 


to them for yourself at HMV! 


Prices in effect until April 4, 2007 or while quantities last. HMV reserves the right to limit quantities, 
m= give to 


the HMV Qift card 
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